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’EidAIAdha starts Tuesday ' 

AMMAN (Petra) — AU ministries, government 
departments and public institutions will be closed 
from Monday, April 6, until Friday, April 10, in 
observance of 'Eid A1 Adha which fells on Tuesday, 
April 7, according to a communique issued by Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam A1 Majaii. 
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Anani receives invitation to visit Tehran 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Jawad Anani and his Iranian counterpart, Kama! 
Kharazi, discussed bilateral relations and regional and 
international issues of common concern in a telephone 
conversation Tuesday. Dr. Kharazi extended an official 
invitation to Dr. Anani to visit Iran for talks on bilateral 
relations. Dr. Anani promised to visit Tehran at his earli- 
est possible convenience. Eh. Kharazi was in mm invited 
to visit Jordan, Iran’s official news agency IRNA report- 
ed. IRNA said that the two officials "expressed their 
countries* desire to boost ties."* Dr. Anani also received 
Iranian Ambassador Mohammad AU Subhani, with 
whom he discussed means of developing bilateral rela- 
tions. 
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Netanyahu promises to support settlers Mayors: There was no 
as Ross arrives back home empty-handed scheduled visit to Israel 


Albright: There has beet 

PNA accuses Ross of bowing 
to Netanyahu’s intransigence 



Combined agency 
dispatches ' 

AS U.S. envoy Dennis 
Ross headed back to Wash- 
ington empty-handed, 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
stood on a West B ank hill- 
top Tuesday and declared 
Israel would not be marte 
“suckers” in the peace 
process. 

“We are not suckers," Mr. 
Netanyahu told high- 
school students in Maale 
Adumim, a settlement east 
of Jerusalem. “A situation 
in which we will give and 
not receive is not accept- 
able. Israel cannot give and - 
give and does not get any- 
thing back in return from 
the other side.” 

In the West Bank town of 
Soffit, outside Nablus, 
clashes broke out Tuesday 
after a sit-in by Palestini- 
ans to protest Israeli land 
confiscations deteriorated 
into stone : throwing. . _ 

Israeli troops jesgppded 
with rubber-coated'_ inetal 
bullets; two Palestinians 
were Hg hti y waaaded^-^ 
“Don!t worry; - I*fr:.tak£~ 
care of the security 
arrangements for you to the 
very end," Mr. Netanyahu 
told a closed meeting with 
settler representatives, 
according to Aharon 
Domb, head of the West 
Bank settlers council. 

“I won’t give in on our 
security principles,” Mr. 


: Domb quoted Mr. 
: Netanyahu as saying. He 
1 also assured the settler 
leaders that the strengthen- 
ing of settlements in the 
West Bank “will continue ” 
Mr. Domb told AFP. 

Meanwhile, Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
cited some progress Tues- 
day in the drive to restart 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
talks but acknowledged 
that no breakthrough was 
within sight 

Her assessment came 
after meeting with Mr. 
Ross upon his return home. 

“There has been some 
progress as a result of his 
most recent trip,” Ms. 
Albright told reporters. 
“But really, it’s not nearly 
enough... for us to say that 
there has been a break- 
through.” 

“Nothing has been done 
on the very important inter- 
im issues ” she added refer- 
ring to joint Palestine an- 
Israeli cooperation to open 
up an airport, a seaport and 
an industrial park in Gaza. 

She also noted that “there 
have not been the further 
redeployments” by Israel 
from the West Bank that 
have been agreed under 
signed accords. 

While welcoming “some 
movement,” Ms. Albright 
said the United States has 
to “make very clear that 
there is a level of frustra- 
tion both here and in the 
Middle Bast because the 
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A wounded Palestinian demonstrator is carried to safety during clashes in the West Bank 
village of Salfxt on Tuesday. Israeli soldiers shot and lightly wounded two Palestinians 
when about 1/500 people tried to march onto a disputed plot of land (AFP photo) 


stalemate has gone on.” 

“We want to keep making 
sure that the process moves 
forward and that the gaps 
are narrowed," she said. 

U.S. officials said no 
decision had been made on 
the next steps and that Ms. 
Albright would await the 
return late Thursday of 
U.S. President Bill CUnton 
from his Africa trip to dis- 
cuss possible options. 

In what could be a 
stalling tactic, the State 
Department indicated 
Monday that it may pull 
out temporarily from the 
peace process to put the 


onus squarely on Israel and 
the Palestinians to make 
progress. 

“In the absence of deci- 
sions by those leaders to 
bridge the gaps themselves, 
there isn't that much the 
United States can do,” 
State Department 

spokesman James Rubin 
said Monday. 

The Middle East peace 
process is “in dire straits” 
bur Washington will not 
throw in the towel yet, Mr. 
Rubin said, adding that, 
however, “one option has 
always been for us to dis- 
engage from this kind of 


Iraq rejects U.N. estimate of 
its oil infrastructure needs 

a a'u!n. team of experts &om Syria wants to ‘alleviate 

mates of the amount of money the Dutch SaybaLt company , , 

it needs to repair its col infra- left Baghdad, last week after CllTTPnnCr OT Irflfll DPOf) P 
stmcturearrilumneraDroduc- soentetwo weeks evaluat- UI Hmjl jJCUJJlC 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq on 
Tuesday said feat UN. esti- 
mates of the amount of money 
it needs to repair its col infra- 
structure and augment produc- 
tion under the afl-for-food pro- 
gramme are “out of touch” 
with reality. 

‘The UN. team of ml 
experts has proposed an 
amount for purchasing neces- 
sary parts for fee oil sector 
which is out of touch with 
Iraq's needs." Iraqi Commerce 
Minister Mohammad Mahcfi 
Saleh said. 

Me Saleh did not specify the 
amount proposed by the UN. 
team. 

UN. humanitarian SpakeS- 
man Eric Rdt told AFP tbat the 
“oil experts' report will be pre- 
sented next week to the UN. 
Secretary General,” Kofi 


Annan 

A UN. team of experts from 
the Dutch Saybdt company 
left Baghdad, last week after 
spending two weeks evaluat- 
ing the state of its oil infra- 
structure and its Capacities to 
increase prodittian. 

The Security Council will 
decide whether to audiorise 
Iraq to buy repair parts for its 
oil facilities depending on die 
cal team’s report 

Mouther AIAlousi, the bead 
of the Iraqi parliament’s oil, 
energy, industry and mineral 
affairs committee, said earlier 
this month that Iraq needs 
authorisation for imports of 
parts totalling $690 mHhon if it 
is to upgrade its o3 infrastruc- 
ture to meet its new ofl export 
ceiling permitted by the Secu- 
rity CounaL 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Syri- 
an Health Minister Moham- 
mad lyadAl Shatti said Tues- 
day that his country wants to 
“alleviate die suffering of the 
Iraqi people.” according to 
the official Iraq News 
Agency (INA). 

“Syria wants to do all it can 
to alleviate the suffering of 
the Iraqi people caused by 
the unfair embargo imposed” 
since Baghdad’s 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait, INA quoted 
the minister as saying here. 

Me Shatti made the 
remarks as be departed 
Baghdad Tuesday following 


a duee-day visit. On Monday 
Me Shatti, who came to Iraq 
accompanied by 12 trucks 
loaded with food and medi- 
cine. helped to inaugurate an 
Iraqi-Syrian medical week. 

The Syrian official met 
with Iraq's Health Minis ter 
Umid Medhar Mubarak and 
Vice President Taha Yassine 
Ramadan during his visit. 

Mr. Shatti is the first Syrian 
minister to visit Iraq since 
w arming of relations 
between the countries began 
in May 1997. Damascus and 
Baghdad have yet to renew 
diplomatic relations. 


U.N. rights chief backs resolution on Algeria 


.. -i** 


GENEVA (AFP) — UN. 

High Commissioner for 

Human Rights Mary Robin- 
son on Tuesday said she sup- 
ported a resolution condemn- 
ing Algeria at the commission 
to prod Algiers into accepting 
visits by UN. envoys. 

The United Stares last week 
said it was considering putting 
a resolution to the commis- 
sion in a bid to get Algerian 
authorities to g^ant visits by 
three UN. rapporteurs on tor- 
one; summary executions and 
violence against women. 

Washington’s ambassador 
to fee United Nations, Bill 
Richardson, has called for 
iKjn-governmental organisa- 
tions to be involved in a for- 
eign investigation into Alge- 
ria’s human rights abuses. 

“If [fee resolution] is direct- 
ed towards seeking to have 


Algeria accept the rapporteurs 
and it is carried by the com- 
mission, I wiU be very happy,” 
Ms. Robinson told journalists. 

The Alge rian government 
on Monday repeated its oppo- 
sition to visits by UN.n?ipor- 

teurs. insisting again the coun- 
try’s major problem was ter- 
rorism which was an internal 
matter and not human rights 
violations. 

Ms. Robinson said: “Alge- 
ria posed a problem” since 
much of the violence was 
attribu table to movements 
outside state control — main- 
ly fee hard-fine Aimed Islam- 
ic Group — while fee UN. 
mainly investigates human 
rights abuses committed by 
governments. 

Algerian authorities have 
accused Ms. Robinson and 
U.N. Secretary General Kofi 


Bomb kills five people in eastern Algeria 

ALGIERS (AFP) — A bomb killed five people and wounded 
several others ,at the weekend in a town near Algeria’s border with 
Tunisia, the'daily newspaper A1 Acfl reported Tbesday. The five 
people were (xi an “official mission” when fee bomb exploded on 
Saturday near the town hall in Ktriss, close to Tebessa, A1 AcD 
said, without specifying fee identity or profession of the victims. 
The blast coincided with security force operations against aimed 
Islamists in hiHs around Tebessa. According to press reports, 10 
armed Islamist activists were killed by security personnel in 
Tlemcen, west of Algiers, and Setif in the east 


Anijan of interfering in the 
country’s internal affairs 
when the two have voiced for- 
eign concerns about the coun- 
try. 

“I drink it would be useful if 
Algeria woe to explore ways 
in which we can ny to achieve 
transparency because their is, 
rightly, international concern 
about the level of violence and 
suffering cf the people.” 

Violence erupted in Algeria 


after fee military-backed gov- 
ernment in January 1992 can- 
celled the second round of 
elections that fee now-banned 
Islamic Salvation Root was 
poised to win. 

The. Algerian government 
has said some 26,000 people 
have died in fee conflict, but 
fee U.S. State Department 
and h uman rights groups put 
fee death roll at 70,000. 


direct catalytic role. 

“I’m not signalling that 
we are going to disengage. 
All I said was that that’s 
always an option.” Mr. 
Rubin said. 

The Palestinians com- 
plained about a threat from 
Washington to drop its 
mediation effort if Palestin- 
ian and Israeli leaders alike 
do not show more flexibili- 
ty. 

Hassan Asfour, a Pales- 
tinian negotiator decried 
Mr. Rubin's statement as “a 
political deception” which 

(Continued on page 7) 


Palestinian 
draft budget 
submitted with 
$37m deficit 

RAMALLAH (AFP) — 
The Palestinian National 
Authority published Tues- 
day its 1998 draft budget 
with a deficit of S37 million. 

Finance Minister 

Mohammed Nashashibi 
submitted the budget bill 
three months late to the 
Palestinian Legislative 
Council meeting in the 
autonomous West Bank city 
of Ram ah ah. 

The budget forecasts 
receipts of SI. 777 billion, an 
increase of 4.S per cent over 
1997 while expenses were 
expected to amount - to 
$1,814 billion. 

Me Nashashibi said the 
authority would call on 
“national and international’' 
sources to provide aid and 
loans to cover fee projected 
$37 million. Up to $900 
million in receipts were 
financed by aid from donor 
countries. Mr. Nashashibi 
said, adding be hoped feat 
the donor countries honour 
their commitments. 

In 1997, they only paid 
$435 million of fee $845 
million they promised, he 
said. 

The minister said that 
Israel’s repeated sealin g off 
of fee Palestinian territories 
were one reason for fee low 
amount of receipts. 

The budget bill is expect- 
ed to be studied by a parlia- 
mentary committee before it 
comes again before a full 
session for approval 
although fee financial year 
has already begun. 

The budget was submitted 
late because “fee authority 
was busy settling political 
issues concerning the peace 
process,” Me Nashashibi 
said. 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Iibid Mayor 
Abdel Raouf AI Tal yesterday 
said that recent statements in 
the press that mayors in fee 
Irbid govern orate abrupdy 
cancelled a scheduled visit to 
the northern Israeli town of 
Kyriat Tivon on Sunday were 
unfounded. 

‘The idea that there was a 
scheduled visit has no basis of 
troth whatsoever," be told the 
Jordan Times. 'There were 
two or three who had consid- 
ered the idea of going but 
eventually decided against it. 
The rest of the mayors rejected 
fee idea outright.” 

According to the Israeli 
Embassy spokesman, Roey 
Gflad, the group bad been 
invited to Israel by the Galilea 
College and fee Peres Centre 
for Peace, and that the visits 
were a private initiative. 

“Although [the embassy] 
was not directly involved in 
this maner, we were informed 
of it, and we are disappointed 
feat it had to be cancelled,” be 
said. “We think that their visit 
could have advanced fee dia- 
logue between fee people.” 


Agence France Presse on 
Sunday said that eight Jordan- 
ian mayors had left Kyriat 
Tivon town o fficials holding 
fee bag when they failed to 
show up in fee village already 
trimmed in Jordanian flags in 
anticipation of the visit Since 
feed, mayors from fee north- 
ern govemorate have given 
conflicting statements con- 
cerning the visit 

According to Me Tal, fee 
mayors who bad entertained 
fee idea of fee visit eventually 
declined “because of national- 
ist sentiments.'' 

The mayor of Beit Yaffia, 
Izzedine Khamaiseh, said that 
fee visit was postponed 
because of the approaching 
’Eid Al Adha, while others 
linked any future visit wife a 
marked improvement in the 
peace process. 

Soum Mayor Jihad Qudaisat 
said that he had opposed fee 
visit ar this rime “because 
under present conditions, it 
would have been meaning- 
less,” and that any future visit 
would probably be “linked to 
conditions.” 

T decided to refuse the invi- 
tation after seeing the pro- 
gramme and noticing that it 


probably would not yield any 
kind of result," be was quoted 
as sajing in Al Ra*i. “In fact, it 
might have had a reverse reac- 
tion because of the visit to 
Jerusalem.'’ 

Local press reports said that 
the agenda also included a 
meeting with Shimon Peres as 
well as a trip to Jerusalem. 

“I don't object to such visits, 
as long as fee peace is bilater- 
al and comes from two parties 
committed to peace — some- 
thing which we haven't expe- 
rienced yet,” be said. 

Agence France Presse 
(AFP) queued Kyriat Tivon 
Mayor Shmuel Abuhamsh as 
saying that it was “very regret- 
table that the mayors gave in to 
political pressure by the ene- 
mies of peace.” 

Although both Mr. Tal and 
Me Shiyyab strongly denied 
that the mayors had suc- 
cumbed to any political pres- 
sure in refusing the trip, an 
official source said feat the 
mayors had been forced to 
back down after they accepted 
the invitation. The source did 
not specify which parties or 
individuals had pressured fee 
mayors. 


ifour Arab states meet in S. Arabia 
tp discuss how to deal with Israel 


RIYADH (AFP) — Egypt, 
Lebanon, Saudi Arabia and 
Syria held a second day of 
closed-door talks here 
Tuesday on how to handle 
the deadlock in the Middle 
East peace process, which 
they blame on Israel. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa and his 
Egyptian counterpart, Amr 
Musa, left Riyadh Tuesday 
without making any public 
statements. 

Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri said before 
meeting Mr. Shara and Mr. 
Moussa feat fee trio would 
assess “fee .Arab situation in 
lisht of the Middle East 
peace process stalemate," 

He also said that during 
fee meeting he “will see if 
there are proposals” for an 


Arab summit on the peace 
process. 

Mr. Hariri, who arrived in 
Riyadh Monday, was 
received feat night by Saudi 
King Fahd and the defence 
minister. Prince Sultan Ben 
Abdul Aziz. 

The Lebanese prime min- 
ister planned to meet Saudi 
Foreign Minister Saud Al 
Faisal and Crown Prince 
Abdullah Ben Abdul Aziz 
Tuesday before heading to 
Syria. 

Mr. Musa and Mr. Sharaa, 
who arrived here Monday, 
held talks with Prince Saud 
on resuscitating the peace 
process, which has been at 
death’s door for a year. Mr. 
Hariri and King Fahd also 
discussed the same subject. 

An Arab diplomat posted 


to Riyadh said the possibil- 
ity of an Egyptian-Saudi- 
Syrian summit was dis- 
cussed by the three coun- 
tries’ ministers, but no 
announcement was made 
afterward. 

Cairo, Riyadh and Dam- 
ascus are Arab power cen- 
tres. Saudi Arabia is the 
main financial power, 
Egypt has the laigest popu- 
lation and is fee most active 
on fee diplomatic scene 
while Syria poses a poten- 
tial military threar to Israel. 

The last expanded Arab 
summit was held in Cairo in 
June 1996 and linked nor- 
malisation with Israel to 
progress in fee peace 
process. 


Netanyahu confident cabinet will 
okay south Lebanon withdrawal 

Five Lebanese killed in 

Benyamiii Netanyahu 

Hnv rhar hie cahiner would southern Lebanon blast 


MAALE ADUMIM (AFP) 
— Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
expressed confidence Tues- 
day feat his cabinet would 
finally agree to condition- 
ally approve a 20-year-old 
UN. resolution calling for 
Israel's withdraw^ from 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Netanyahu is slated 
to meet with his inner 
“security cabinet” Wednes- 
day to discuss approving 
Resolution 425, which 
calls on Israel to leave 
Lebanon. 

If fee ministers okay his 
proposal, it could be "sub- 
mitted to the full cabinet at 
its weekly meeting Sunday. 

“We want to formally 
adopt Resolution 425. 
We’re in feat process," Mr. 
Netanyahu told school- 
children at this Jewish set- 
tlement on fee West Bank. 
“We want to leave 
Lebanon. We want fee gov- 
ernment of Lebanon to 
enter south Lebanon and to 
take charge.” 

Israel established a 
“security zone” in southern 
Lebanon in 1985 to prevent 
cross-border attacks on 
northern Israel by anti- 
Israeli guerrillas. 

Mr. Netanyahu first 
expressed support earlier 
this month for a withdrawal 
in exchanae for security 


KJDRYAT SHMONA (AFP) — Five Lebanese civilians 
were killed and another seriously wounded Tuesday in an 
explosion in southern Lebanon, Israeli military officials 
said. 

A bomb exploded next to a van transporting Lebanese 
workers near the village of Kawkabe in the eastern section 
of the Israeli-occupied zone, they said. 

According to Israeli army sources, Hizbollah fighters 
were responsible for fee attack, which took place near a 
position of the Israeli-allied militia the South Lebanon 
Army (SLA). 


guarantees from fee 
Lebanese government But 
Lebanon and Syria, fee 
main power in Lebanon 
wife 35,000 troops there, 
have rejected the Israeli 
conditions. 

Syria insists that Israel 
first agree to withdraw 
from fee Golan Heights it 
occupied in 1967 before 
Damascus and Beirut com- 
ply wife Israel’s security 
demands. 

An Israeli troop with- 
drawal “depends on fee 
ability and fee desire of fee 
Lebanese government to 
oversee fee area, as 
required by the internation- 
al community." Mr. 
Netanyahu said. 

“The Lebanese army has 
the ability to do this” he 
added. “We aic tvadv to 


leave south Lebanon as 
soon as fee Lebanese army 
is ready to take over the 
south. How* we will do this 
has yet to be decided.” 

Israeli public pressure for 
a pullback escalated last 
year when 39 Israeli sol- 
diers were killed in the 
buffer area, fee highest 
number of casualties since 
fee zone was set up in its 
current form in 1985. 

Resolution 425 was 
passed by fee U.N. Securi- 
ty Council in March 1978 
following the first Israeli 
invasion of Lebanon. 

It calls on Israel to 
“immediately cease mili- 
tary action against the inte- 
gral territory of Lebanon 
and to withdraw its forces 
without delay from all 
Lebanese territorv 
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Arafat makes controversial visit to 


Anne Frank house in Amsterdam 


AMSTERDAM ( AFP) — 
Brushing aside Jewish 
protests, Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat paid a visit on 
Tuesday ro the home of Anne 
Frank, the teenager whose 
diary made her one of the 
best-known victims of the 
Holocaust 

Mr. Arafat who is still seen 
by many Israelis as a terrorist 
bent on their destruction, said 
after leaving the narrow, 
cramped canal-side house 
where the Frank family hid 
for two years from Nazi 
storm troopers: "I want to see 
for myself the reality and 
facts about what they have 
suffered." 

He dismissed claims from 
prominent Dutch Jews that 
the visit was a political stunt 
saying it was "my duty to take 
this very important opportuni- 


ty to go”. 

The Mayor of Amsterdam 
Schelto Patijn. who accompa- 
nied him, said the Palestinian 
leader was impressed by the 

museum. 

The Frank family was 
betrayed in 1944 and Anne 

was deported to the Bergen- 
Belsen concentration camp in 
Germany where she died in 
1945. aged 15. 

Her diary, a moving 
account of Life in hiding, has 
been translated into 55 differ- 
ent languages and has sold 
over 20 million copies all 
over the world since it was 
first published in 1947. 

“A sad story. A very sad 
story." Mr. Arafat told 
reporters as he left the build- 
ing. 

But the visit prompted 
protests among the Dutch 


Jewish community. 

Bernard Biedermann. Sec- 
retary of the Jewish Council 
in Amsterdam, told AFP: 
"This visit opens old 
wounds." 

Dismissing the visit as a 
‘^political stunt,’’ he said the 
life of Anne Frank was a sym- 
bol of Jewish persecution and 
that some Jews felt the visit is 
inappropriate because Mr. 
Arafat has also killed Jews. 

Mr. Biedermann added that 
the visit could nevertheless 
have a positive effect 
*T hope that Arafat learns 
something. That he sees the 
Jews' pain and experience.” 
Henry Vuijsje. secretary of 
the Jewish Social Work Foun- 
dation, also said that some 
people from the Jewish com- 
munity would be shocked by 
the move but insisted that 


"others will be happy because 
it shows he [Arafat] wants to 
broaden his knowledge of the 

Holocaust,” 

The liming of the visit is 
particularly apt. Mr. Vuijsje 
ad d ed, coming on the 50th 
anniversary of die creation of 
the stare of Israel. 

It is not the first time Ml 
A rafat has planned controver- 
sial visits to sites commemo- 
rating the Holocaust. 

While on an official visit to 
the United Stares in January, 
Mr. Arafat tried to visit the 
Holocaust Memorial Muse- 
um in Washington but the 
museum directors insisted it 
should be a private vzsir and 
that Mr. Arafat would have to 
"stand in line with everyone 
else." 

The plan was eventually 
scrapped. 


Israel says Palestinians interfering 


with activity in Arab east Jerusalem 


OCClfPED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel accused the 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (PNA) Tuesday of hamper- 
ing its activities in Arab east 
Jerusalem and seizing 
employees of a private Israeli 
company working in the sec- 
tor. 

Israeli Transportation Min- 
ister Shaul Yaalom said that 
the Palestinian security ser- 
vices had recently detained 
two Israeli Arabs working for 
a private Israeli company car- 
rying out an investigation into 
public transportation for the 


ministry. 

A spokesman for the min- 
istry said the two employees 
were taken to the Palestinian 
autonomous town of Ramal- 
lah on the West Bank, interro- 
gated for three hours and then 
released. 

‘The minister condemns 
the presence of the Palestin- 
ian (National) Authority in 
east Jerusalem." the 
spokesman said, calling for 
the Palestinians responsible 
for detaining the pair to be 
arrested and tried 

The Palestinian police 


denied that the incident 
occurred 

“We never interrogated 
these investigators," a police 
spokesman said 

The ministry said that 14 
Palestinians employed by the 
company had been briefly 
detained by the Palestinian 
security services last week 
and have not returned to work 


Former 


Palestinian 


tourism 


minister 


buried in 


since. 

However. Israel's com- 
plaint concerns only the two 
investigators because they are 
Israeli citizens, the ministry 
spokesman said 


Christian evangelicals vow to 


end missionary work in Israel 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Some 50. Christian 
evangelical groups vowed 
Tuesday to halt missionary 
work in Israel in a bid to 
avoid legislation imposing 
criminal penalties for prose- 
lytising in the Jewish state. 

The Christian groups 
released u joint statement, to 
be formally issued at a meet- 

P 

mg Wednesday, reaffirming 
their belief in God’s covenant 
with the Jews and promising 
to avoid "activities which 
have as their intention to 
alienate them from their tra- 
dition and community." 


As a result of the statement. 
Labour member of parlia- 
ment Nissim Zvili 
announced that he was with- 
drawing his sponsorship of 
an anti-proselytising bill that 
had prompted angry protests 
from Christians around the 
world 

The bill co-sponsored by 
Moshe Gafni of the ultra- 
Orthodox United Torah 
Judaism Party', would imp«?se 
a one-year prison term for 
“unlawfully holding, print- 
ing, copying, spreading, dis- 
tributing or importing materi- 
al which has an element of 


proselytising." 

The legislation was 
adamantly opposed by Chris- 
tian groups who feared it 
could even be used to prevent 
the dissemination of the New 
Testament in Israel. 

The issue of Christian mis- 


sionary activity angers many 
Jews who feel that through 
centuries of persecution and 
pogroms which climaxed in 
the Holocaust Christians 
have decimated the ranks of 
Jewry and should undertake 
not to reduce the number of 
Jews further by promoting 
conversion. 


Army recommends moving Goldstein's grave — report 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
i AP) — The army chief of staff 
has recommended moving the 
grave of the Hebron mosque 
massacre gunman because it has 
become a shrine for Jewish mil- 
itants. a newspaper said Tues- 
day. 

The gunman. Baruch Gold- 
stein. killed 29 Muslim worship- 


pers in a shooting rampage in a 
mosque in the West Bank town 
of Hebron in February 1994. 
Goldstein was bludgeoned to 
death by survivors and is buried 
in a small park on the outskirts 
of the Jewish settlement of Roy- 
al Arba. near Hebron. Goldstein 
was a Kirval Arba resident. 

m 

A makeshift shrine has sprung 


up around Goldstein's well- 
tended crave and has become a 
point of pilgrimage for Jewish 
extremists. 

The Maariv daily said that in 
recent discussions within the 
army, high-ranking officers 
expressed concern that the grave 
was provocative and could set 
off conflict. 


Betblehem 


BETHLEHEM (.AFP) — ■ 
Former Palestinian tourism 
minister Elias Freij. a pio- 
neer of dialogue with Israel, 
was laid to rest Tuesday in a 
ceremony attended by many 
Palestinian officials but few 
members of the public. 

Freij. who served as the 
mayor of Bethlehem for 25 
years, died from kidney 
failure Sunday at the age of 
SI. 

More than 1,000 people, 
including Palestinian 
National Authority minis- 
ters and security officials, 
joined the funeral cortege 
from the Freij family home 
to the Church of the Nativi- 
ty for a Greek-Orthodox 
ceremony. 

The services were also 
attended by religious fig- 
ures and foreign diplomats, 
including Jordan's Tourism 
Minister Akel Biitaji. 

But residents of the town 
Freij governed for a quarter 
century turned out in rela- 
tively smail numbers, wit- 
nesses said. 

Freij was an early advo- 
cate of talks with Israel, 
long before the PLO opened 
official negotiations leading 
up to the Oslo peace accord 
in 1993. 

He also maintained close 
ties with Jordanian leaders 
even during periods of ten- 
sions between .Amman and 
the Palestinian leadership 
headed b> Yasser Arafat. 

Freij resigned from both 
his political positions last 
vear due to his illness. 



Three Turkish mayors 


dismissed for 


fundamentalism 


ANKARA (AFP) — The 
Turkish interior rnimstiy has 
removed three mayors from 
their posts and opened legal 
proceedings against them on 
charges of fturiamentalist 
activities, a source familiar 
with the case aid Tuesday. 

Their removal comes amid a 
government bid to weed out 
mayors suspected of funda- 
mentalist activities. An intenor 
ministry commission set up for 
that purpose is currently study- 
ing the case of at least 37 may- 
ors suspected of being pro-fun- 
damentalist. 

Among the three removed 
from their post was Mefamet 
Sekmen, mayor of the district 
of Kartal in eastern Istanbul. 
Mr. Sekmen is accused of hav- 
ing illegally employed at gov- 


ernment expense people 
belonging to the National 
Youth Foundation, which is 
affiliate d with the fo rmer 
Islamic Refeh Party- 

The party was dissolved by 
(he Ttiritish Constitutional 
Court in January for violating 
die country ’s secular principles. 

Ml Setonen joined the new 
Islamist Fazilet Party after the 
dissolution of Refcb along with 
142 of the former party's 147 
deputies. 

The deputies have (he largest 
number of seats of any party in 
parliament 

Last week, five sub-prefects 
were also taken before the 
court on charges of fiindamen- 
talist activities as part of gov- 
ernment efforts to crack down 
on Islamists. 


Egyptian police arrest 
militant following shootout 


CHILDREN AT PRISON GATES: A gendarme looks 
on Tuesday as two young relatives of inmates peer 
through the iron bars of the main entrance of 
Umraniye prison in Istanbul where left-wing inmates 
took 11 guards hostages during a nationwide protest 
over jail transfers. Prison officials said men affiliated 
to a far-left urban guerrilla group seized 12 warders at 
Bergama jail in western Turkey, 11 guards at a prison 
in Istanbul and four guards at Ankara jail (AFP photo) 


CAIRO (AFP) — An 
Islamist militant was arrested 
Monday after a shootout with 
police in the Assiut region of 
Upper Egypt, the interior 
ministry said. 

Nasser Hussein Abdullah 
Hegazi was wounded in the 
gun battle near the township 
of Badadri some 350 kilome- 
tres south of Cairo before he 


was arrested, the ministry 
said in a statement 

The statement called Nass- 
er Hegazi “an active Islamist 

militan t” 

Islamist activists have bat- 
tled with Egyptian authorities 
since March 1992, when they 
began a violent campaign to 
overthrow the government 
and set up an Islamist state. 


Egypt bans private hospitals from holding corpses 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian Health Minis- 
ter Ismail Sail am has banned private hospi- 
tals from keeping the corpses of deceased 
patients as security until the families pay 
their bills, a spokesman for the ministry 
said on Tuesday. 

“The minister has issued a decree ban- 
ning all private hospitals from holding back 
corpses of deceased patients as security to 
force their relatives to pay hospitalisation 
fees ” Sarnia Abdul Ghaffar told AFP. 


‘The minister decided to put an end to 
this inhuman practice after receiving sever- 
al complaints from people who charged 
that the bodies of their loved ones were held 
up in hospital morgues.” she said. 

Accenting to Islamic rituals, a person 
should be buried within hours of death. 
This is seen as a sign of respect for the 
deceased. 

Ml Sail am has likewise b anne d private 
hospitals from a practice of sending home 


patients, sometimes even in the middle of 
their hospitalisation, if they are unable to 
pay their fees. 

He also ordered private and state hospi- 
tals to accept all emergency cases and 
‘Inform patients of the overall costs of their 
treatment and their stay in any given estab- 
lishment.” 

Hospitals that violate (he terms of the 
decree could be shut down. Ms. Abdul 
Ghafiarsaid. 


Lebanese ex-detainees from ■ 


Israeli jails open Internet site 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanese 
who had been detained in 
Israeli jails launched an Inter- 
net site Tuesday to inform the 
public about the plight of their 
200 compatriots still impris- 
oned ty Israel, many without 
trial for several years. 

“We want the world to know 
about the continued sufferings 
of the detainees." said Jamal 
Mahrum. information officer 
of the National Association for 
Lebanese Detainees in Israeli 
Prisons tN.ALDEP). 

Mr. Mahrum. who was him- 
self released in 1994 from 
Israel's Ashkelon prison after 
1 i years, told AFP that the site 
offered information in English 
and Arabic about ~ the 
detainees. 

"It includes their names, pic- 
tures and CV$ of their deten- 
tion years and conditions." 
said Mr. Mahrum. 


He said the site also shows 
activities of the NALDIP. a 
committee of former 
detainees, including letters 


sent to world oiganisations 


over "Israeli tortures and 
human rights violations 
against the detainees." 

“We also have an e-mail ser- 
vice for the world and the large 
Lebanese community abroad 
to help us and express their 
solidarity with the detainees," 
he said. 

About 200 Lebanese are 
detained, many without trial or 
charges for several years, in 
prisons inside Israel and in the 
KhiyamjaiL run by the Jewish 
state's proxy South Lebanon 
.Army militia in Israeli -occu- 
pied south Lebanon. 

The address of the site is 
wwwjialdip.oig.Ib while the e- 
raail is 

derai nee @ naldip.orgJb. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent congratulates 
Iranian leaders 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Prince Mohammad, the 
Regent, Tuesday sent a cable 
to the supreme Iranian leader 
All Khamenei congratulating 
him on the Islamic republic's 
national day and wishing him 
continued good health and 
happiness and the Iranian peo- 
ple further progress and pros- 
perity. The Regent, also sent a 
similar cable to Iranian Presi- 
dent Mohammad KharaimL 


of the People's Democracy 
Party (HADEP) as part of a 
broader investigation. Seven 
other party officials were 
charged last month after a raid 
on the party headquarters. 


10 killed is vehicle 
collision in Iran 


Tbridsh police release three 
Kurdish politicians 


ANKARA (AP) — Police on 
Tuesday released three leaders 
of a pro-Kurdish party a day 
after they were detained for 
questioning abort alleged links 
with Kurdish rebels, die Ana- 
tolian news agency said. Police 
questioned the three officials 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The dri- 
ver of a car and its nine pas- 
sengers were killed wbeo their 
vehicle collided with a bos in 
western Iran, the official IRNA 
news agency repotted Tues- 
day. The accident occurred 
Monday on a road from 
Hamedan to Kermanshah, 
both cities in western Iran, it 
said. Two of the victims have 
not been identified apparently 
due to severe wounds. 
Because of a shortage of vehi- 
cles, Iranians generally pack 
their cars to overflowing with 
relatives and friends when they 
travel. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PROGRAMME TWO 

16:10 Mr. Bogus Show- 

16 JO French Programmes 

18:00 Oliver Twist 

18:30 Drama — Neighbours 

'■ 19:00 Le Journal 

. 19:15 Science Magazine — E=\16 

: 19:30 News headlines 

. 19:35 ..Comedy — Campus Cops 
; 20:00 Doc. — The Health Show 
| 20:30 ..Doc. — Staying Alive 

• 21:10 ....Drama — Rung Fu 

22:00 News in English 

: 22 JO Mini-series: "Women 

• on the Run” 

00:30 End of T.X. 

I 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:02 Fajr 

: 05:21 < Sunrise )Duha 

.11:40 Dfiuhr 

i 15:12 'Asr 

| 17:58 Maghreb 

• 19:17 ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 


Amman International Church 
Tel. S65897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 8 1 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
SaDe College TeL 56617S7 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4623541 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
CehTcL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 4614(90 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
462S052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church 771332 


seas caim. 


Amman 05/(7 

Aqaba (4/25 

Deserts 04/13 

Jordan Valley 10/23 

Yesterday's high temperatures; 

Amman 13. Aqaba 22. 
Humidity readings: Amman 
37 per cent. Aqaba 29 per 
cent. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY’ 


SL Marv of Nazareth Church 
, Sweifieh. TeL 5920740 


WEATHER 


' Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
i 46327S5 

■ St Joseph Church Tel. 


! 4624590 


Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
. 4624853/462481 1. 

| Sl Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
I Church TeL 77(751. 

I - 


Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to 
rise gradually with clouds 
appearing at different 
altitudes, and winds north- 
westerly to northeasterly mod- 
erate to active. In Aqaba skies 
will be partly cloudy to sunny, 
winds northerly moderate, and 


Dr. Abbas A1 Hakim SS5J46 

Dr. ArafalAlAshhab ...560250“ 
Dr. Ayman A1 Moblaseh ..S7574S 

Dr. Jamal Jbarah 84735! 

Flras pharmacy 5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...S902S0 

A I Asema pharmacy 4637055 

AI Salam pharmacy 4636730 
Yacoub pharmacy ...4644945 
Shmetsani pharmacy 4637660 

Nairookh pharmacy 4623672 

Najib pbarmaev 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Bakir 276852 

Al Quds pharmacy { — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ya’coubAI Khatib 991772 
Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 


EMERGEN CIES Hussein Meduil Certtrc TeL 

836813.856856 

Fix’d Control Centre 4637 1 ] J Luzmila 4630195 

CM Dzfeice DepanmoV -566 11)1 Khalidi Maternity.... ..464428 1/6 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- Akileh Maternity 464244 1 Q 

cue — ..463034 1 Jahal Amman Maternity 

Civil De fence Emergency. .... 1 99 4642362 

ResajeB&e JVC. 46211 1 1.4637777 Malhas. J. Amman. .....4656140 

Fire Brigade. — .4617101 Palestine. Shmdsani ....5607071 

Blood Bank. 775121 Shmeisoni Hospital .....5669131 

Highway Police 843402 I'niversity Hospital S45S45 

Traffic Police 896390 Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Public Security Dept... -4630321 Al-AhIL Abdaii .5664 1 64/6 

Hotel Complaints -5605800' Italian. Ai-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Price Complaints 5661 176 Al-Bashir..._ 77511 1/26 

Wostol -887467 Army. Marita S9 1611/15 

Amman Municipality Com- Queen .Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

plaints .787 ! 1 1 Amal Hospital .5674 1 55 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance* — 121 ZARQA: 

Overseas Calls 0J0230 Zirqa Govt Hospital 

Centre! Amman Telephone 1 09 1983323 

Repairs _ . — 4623101 Zanqa National Hospital 

Abdaii Tel. Repairs... ...566 1 101 <09)900560 

Jordan Television - 773 111 Ibn Sina Hospital -,,.(09)986732 

Radio JiTdm 7741 1 1 Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

Water Authority 5680100 (09)99099 

J. Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power Ca._ ....4636381 IRBID: 

RJ Flight Infomxarion...44- Princess Bosnia Hospital 

53200 102)275555 

Queen Alto Inti. Alport _.44-53200 Greek Catholic Hospital 

- <02)272275 

HOSPITALS Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

1021247100 

AMMAN: AQABA: 

The Arab Centre for Hear and Spe* Princess Hava Hospital 

dal Surety 5921199 (03)314! II 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 

Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (44)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
arc supplied on phone 44 
(52700) or 44)53250). 


The Islamic. Abdh 


5«6131/7 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jor danian (RJ) 

Flights 

W ; 30 Damascus (RJ) 

08:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:45 Lamaca (RJ) 

03:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

14:35 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

16 ; 40 Frankfurt (RJ) 

17:00 Paris (RJ) 

17:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:45 ...Brussels. Vienna (RJ) 

18:10 London. Berlin (RJ) 

18: 15 .Tel Aviv (add) ( RJ ) 

18:20 -.-Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

20:10 Rome(RJ) 

23:15 Beirut (RJ) 

23:59 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 

1 0:00 Sanaa, AI Hadaidah (IY » 


10:30 Kuwait (KU) 

11:30 Jeddah (SV) 

13:10 .Tunis (TU) 

13:10 Bahrain (GF) 

14:05 Vienna (OS) 

l 5l 3° Algiers (AH) 

16:05 — .Frankfurt (LH) 

17:35 Karachi Abu Dhabi (PK) 

20:10 ...... — Beirut (ME) 

22:20 Istanbul (TK) 

22:40 Amsterdam (TK) 

22:45 Athens, Beirut (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

07:45 .Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 ..Amman (QAIA.) (RW) 
09:50 Amman (Marks Air- 
port) (RW) 

17:20 Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

2L20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW 


21:15 

22:30 

22:45 

01:45 


....Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 
— Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

— Sanaa (RJ) 

Dbahran (add) (RJ) 


departures 

07:50 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

09:45 Rome(RJ) 

09:45 — Aqaba. Rome (RJ) 
10:45 ...Berlin, London (RJ) 

*2:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

16 ; 00 Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

19:10 ........... Colomobo (RJ) 

-BeriutOU) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

20:2 0 Bombay (RJ) 

20:25 ., Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 
20:40 New Delhi (RJ) 


Other Flights 

01:55 Bucharest (RO) 

03:00 Rome (AZ) 

05 :35 Lamaca (CY) 

06:30 — Paris (AF) 

07:45 .Beirut (ME) 

08 z20 London (BA) 

10:30 Cairo (MS) 

11:00 Sanaa (IY) 

U:45 Kuwait (KU) 

13:00 Jeddah (SV) 

14:00 Bahrain. Muscat (GF) 

14:10 ..... Tunis (TU) 

14:50 ............... Vienna (OA) 

16:20 „.Shariqah (AH) 

19:30 Abu Dhabi Karachi (PK) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

06:45 . — A mman (Marks Air- 
port) (RW) 

08:15 Aqaba (RW) 

09:30 -Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
16:45 ...A mman (Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

17:55 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

20:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
21:50 Aqaba (RW5 
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Major blizzard to hit 
country next week 


By a Jordan Tones 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — It- has been 
announced that beginning 
early next week the country 
will be hit by a major bliz- 
zard, probably the result of 
the El Nino effect on Jordan. 

A Meteorology Depart- 
ment official, who made the 

announcement on condition 
of anonymity, said the snow 
cover is expected to reach 

200 m illim etres in most 
areas, with up to 500 mil- 
limetres in areas over 700 
metres in altitude. 

Moreover, the official 
said, gale force winds will 
reach speeds of 80 kilome- 
tres per hour, high for the 
Kingdom, which normally 
only registers 30 kilometres 
per hour 

Amman, he added, will 
remain under freezing tem- 


peratures for about three 
days, which will -a) so make 
most roads impassable and 
pose a real threat to fruit and 
vegetable crop production 
this year. 

The official, however, said 
there was no reason to 
wany about fuel supplies, 
since the concerned officials 
said there is enough diesel, 
oil and gas to last for 
months. He said people 
need not go out to seek foel 

because the authorities have 
a fleet of small tankers that 
will be going around town 
to distribute supplies. 

The cold spell is predicted 
to start Sunday evening and 
last through the week. 
Toward the end of the week, 
heavy rains are expected to 
replace the snow and next 
week the temperatures will 
gradually rise to the normal 
averages of April 


1 9 sworn in as JPA members 


AMMAN (J.T..) — Nineteen 
journalists were sworn in Tues- 
day as new members of the 
Jordan Press Association (JPA) 
before Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Information 
Abdullah Ensour and JPA 
Board Chairperson Seif Sharif. 

With the new additions, the 
total number of registered jour- 
nalists in the JPA now stands at 
386. 

Addressing the audience, Dr 
Ensour said the Jordanian 
media has achieved a high 
level of success and develop- 
ment and has succeeded in por- 
traying the hue image of Jor- 
dan and the country’s progress. 

UrKferiining the importance 
for the journalists to respect the 
oaths taken at the ceremony, 
Ik 1 . Ensour said the media 


bears a serious responsibility to 
cany Jordan's image to the 
world. 

Dr. Ensour levelled criticism 
at a group of journalists whom 
he said sometimes acted in a 
manner harmf ul to the profes- 
sion and their country. He 
described them as irresponsible 
elements not worthy of being 
affiliated to the profession and 
the association because they 
harmed Jordan internally and 
externally. 

The minister said their oaths 
demand honesty and loyalty to 
the country, its leadaship and 
its cultural heritage. 

Mr Sharif made a brief 
speech, calling on the govern- 
ment to support the JPA and 
urging journalists to remain 
t rue to the profession. 



DAGESTAN I MUSLIM SELLS RUGS: A Muslim from Dagestan, a republic in 
southern Russia, sells his carpets Tuesday in Amman. Pilgrims are making a 
stopover in Jordan during their 5,000-kilometre trip to Saudi Arabia and are sell- 
ing their own carpets to pay for the hajj trip (Reuters photo) 


Jordanian- Swiss committee signs 
JD2 15,000 grant agreements 


AMMAN (Petra ) — The Jor- 
dan! an-Swiss Joint Commit- 
tee Tuesday signed two grant 
agreements totalling 

JD2I5.000 to be distributed to 
two non-govemmentai organ- 
isations in Jordan. 

The joint committee was 
recently formed to implement 
a Jordanian-Swiss accord to 
convert Swiss government 
loans to Jordan into grams to 
finance development projects. 

Under the first agreement, 
which the committee signed 
with the Islamic Relief 
Agency (Israa'). JD45.000 
will be allocated to finan ce the 
drilling of 50 artesian wells in 
poor areas in northern Jordan 
to encourage farming. 

The second agreement pro- 


vides for JD 170.000 to be 
used by the South Special 
Education Society to finance 
the completion of the Prince 
Firas Rehabilitation Centre, 
which cares for children with 
cerebral palsy. 

At the signing ceremony. 
Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ru'd Ben Zeid voiced Jor- 
dan's appreciation of the 
Swiss government, saying 
that more funds would' be 
made available if the two pro- 
jects are successful. 

The director of the Prince 
Firas Centre. Matar Abu 
Rukhieh, said the centre was 
established last year to offer 
special education and rehabil- 
itation to citizens in the Ma'an 
Govemoraie. At least 1,400 


citizens stand to benefit from 
the services of the centre, the 
only one of its kind in the 
south, he added. 

The Israa regional director, 
Khaied Sudani, said the arte- 
sian wells project will benefit 
the northern govemoraies of 
Irbid. Jerash, and Ajloun and 
will help address the water 
shortage problems there with- 
in six months. 

Signing on behalf of the 
government was the director 
of the General Budget 
Department. Abdul Rahman 
Ajlouni. for the Swiss govern- 
ment. the embassy's charge 
d’affaires, for the Israa soci- 
ety, Mr. Sudani, and for the 
rehabilitation centre. Mr. Abu 
Rukhieh. 


Two Egyptians sentenced to 
de ath for 1997 double murder 


J5 


■ t 


i p Ua. 


Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Cant Tuesday sentenced two 
Egyptians to death after they 
were found guilty of the pre- 
meditated murder of a 63-year- 
old man and his secretary near 
the Fourth Circle in June 1997. 

Hani Fadi. 21. and his 19- 
year-old brother Hisham were 
declared guilty by the court tri- 
bunal -of murdering Jubraed 
Iskandar Nino and his secretary 
Fatinah Hanania, 32, in Nino's 
office behind Zahran Palace on 
June 11. 

According to court docu- 
ments, the two plotted to kill 
both victims in revenge for the 
continuous humiliation Hisham 
suffered from Nino. 

On the meaning of the inci- 
dent. the court stated, the two 
defendants went to Mr. Nino's 
office with an iron bar and a 
switch blade knife. 

Hisham struck Hanania on- 
the head with the iron bar, 
stabbed her several times wife 
the knife, then the two pulled 
her body to the bathroom, the 
court said. 

The court added that when 
Nino entered the office 15 min- 
utes later, the two struck him 
with iron ban fenced him to sign 
two blank checks, then stran- 
gled him. 

The two then fled to Aqaba, 
where they were apprehended 
by foe authorities two days later. 


i which was 

Tianded down by Justices Abdul 
Hamid Sa’ad. Yassin Abdullat 
and Ahmad Kbatib, will be 
automatically reviewed by a 
higher court within the next 30 
days. 

One sentenced to life 
for murder 

Also Tuesday, another court 
tribunal sentenced a 23-year-old 
to life in prison with hard labour 
after he was found guilty of the 
premeditated murder of his 
older brother in the Baqa'a 
Refugee Camp last year. 

The court tribunal, presided 
over by Judge Mohammad 
Ajarmeh and including Mifleh 
Mubddin and issa Hamdan. 
originally handed the death sen- 
tence dowD to Yahia Fawzi for 
the premeditated killing of his 
brother Tareq, 30, in Mobas chi 
August 13. 

But the court commuted the 
sentence to life imprisonment 
because the wife and father of 
die victim dropped the charges 
against Mr. Fawzi. 

Court Eranscripts said Yahia 
and bis brother had constant 
feuds for three years over a 
piece of land and because of 
this, “the defendant plotted to 
kill his brother and purchased 
an unlicensed gun five days 
before die incident." 

On the morning of the inci- 
dent, Yahia shot his brother 
seven times and fled the scene. 


The man. (died ipslaiply^ epuxt.. 
documents added. 

The verdict will be reviewed 
by the Court of Cassation with- 
in 30 days. 

Three acquitted of 
drug trafficking 

In another case, the Court of 
Cassation last week acquitted 
three men sentenced to 10-year 
imprisonment terms and fined 
JD10.000 each after being con- 
victed by the State Court in 
February 1997 for trafficking 
drugs. 

Mahmoud Abdullah, 41, 
Omar Salem. 28, and Salem 
Hamad, 25, each were original- 
ly sentenced to 15-year prison 
terms with hard labour, but their 
sentences were commuted 
“because they all support fami- 
lies and deserve a second 
chance." 

The prosecution charged that 
the three men decided to smug- 
gle drugs from Lebanon to Jor- 
dan and used a tractor trailer 
with secret co mp art m ents to 
bide die drugs. 

In its ruling, the Court of Cas- 
sation. which ordered the 
immediate release of all three 
men from detention, stated that 
the State Court relied on one 
witness's testimony “and his 
testimony was contradictory." 

Further, the court said the 
prosecutor failed to provide 
substantial evidence to indict 
the three men. 


Cabinet endorses 
JD7.76m German grant 
for infrastruptiire; project 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet Tuesday endorsed 
a JD7.76 million grant 
agreement berween the 
government and the Ger- 
man Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion to finance a project to 
develop the infrastructure 
in underprivileged areas. 

During a regular meeting 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali, the 
Cabinet also endorsed the 
Arab agreement on fight- 
ing terrorism, passed by 
the Council of Arab Minis- 
ters of Interior and Justice, 
and authorised Minister of 
Interior Nathir Rashid to 
sign it on behalf of the 
government. 

The Cabinet took a deci- 
sion closing the Ministry 
of Higher Education's 
examination and commu- 
nity college departments 
and assigning their duties 
to Balqa Applied Sciences 
University. The staff of the 
two departments were sec- 
onded to the university 
effective Jan. 1, 1998. 

The Council of Ministers 
approved the appointment 
of Jordan's ambassador to 
Austria, Mazen Annouii, 
as non-resident ambas- 
sador extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary to the 
Czech Republic. Bosnia 


and Herzegovina, Slove- 
nia, Hungary and Croatia. 
They also approved the 
nomination of Rafiq 
Mustafa Jariri as honorary 
consul for Burkina Faso in 
Amman. 

The Cabinet approved 
the technical and financial 
protocol between the Jor- 
danian and Italian govern- 
ments as well as a memo- 
randum of understanding, 
under which the Italian 
government will provide 
assistance to the computer 
department at Mu'tah Uni- 
versity. Minister of Plan- 
ning Rima Khalaf was 
authorised to sign the 
memorandum on behalf of 
the government. 

Other decisions included 
approval of Jordan's par- 
ticipation in the Arab 
Tourism Forum Exhibi- 
tion, which will be held in 
Dubai from May 5-8, the 
formation of a delegation 
to take pan in a meeting of 
Arab securities corpora- 
tions, ro be held in Beirut 
on May 6, and another del- 
egation to hold talks in 
Washington with World 
Bank officials on carrying 
out a feasibility study for a 
1 15-kiJometre ring road 
around Amman. 


Jordan planning to build 
nuclear reactor — official 


By Threq Ayyoub 

Spi nal to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan is plan- 
ning to build a "small-size’’ 
nuclear reactor that would be 
used for educational and 
research purposes by univer- 
sity students in the Kingdom, 
a spokesperson for the Min- 
istry of Energy and Mineral 
Resources said Tuesday. 

Ahmad Bashir, secretary 
general of the ministry, said 
the proposed reactor would 
be jointly financed by Jordan 

and the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA), 
which is expected to donate 
JD1_3 million to the project. 

Mr. Bashir told the Jordan 
Times that the agency’ has 
dispatched an expert to the 
Kingdom to help assemble a 
report on the proposed reac- 
tor. 

The official declined to 


reveal either the name or 
nationality of the expert but 
said the report will be submit- 
ted to the ministry’ by mid- 
ApriL 

"The small-size reactor will 
be built with a low capacity. 
The expert will discuss all 
options, including the loca- 
tion where the reactor will be 
built,’’ Mr. Bashir said. 

The official said the expert 
was discussing several loca- 
tions and nothing has been 
decided yet. 

“All safety measures will 

be ensured to prevent any 
damage to the environment 
or any other dangerous 
occurrences.” he added, 

Mr. Bashir stated that con- 
struction on the reactor will 
not begin before 1 999. 

After the proposed reactor 
is completed, Jordan will join 
the few Middle Eastern states 
that possess nuclear installa- 


tions. including Iraq, Iran. 
Israel, Egypt and Algeria. 

The Kingdom is among the 
few Arab states that have 
signed the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT), which bans the 
spread of nuclear weapons 
and restricts nuclear reactors 
to peaceful purposes. 

Israel has refused to sign 
the NPT and rejects any 
inspection of its Dimona 
reactor, located in the Negev 
desen in the southern pan of 
the Jewish state, and other 
nuclear installations. 

Egypt has also refused to 
sign the NPT and has condi- 
tioned its ratification of the 
treaty to a similar step by 
Israel. 

Experts believe that Tel 
Aviv possesses more than 
200 nuclear warheads and the 
capability of striking Arab 
capitals. Israel has repeatedly 
denied these reports. 


Lufthansa official expresses hope 
airline will transport more tourists 


AMMAN (J.T.) — 

Lufthansa’s vice president for 
sales and services in the Mid- 
dle East, Eastern Europe and 
Africa expressed hope Tues- 
day that his airline would be 
instrumental in bringing in 
tourists from Germany and 
Europe to Jordan in 199S and 
in the future. 

Addressing a press confer- 
ence. Josef Bogdenski said 
45, COO German Tourists visit- 
ed the Kingdom in 1997, a 
figure that projects Jordan as 
an oasis of political stability 
and economic progress and 
serves as a true example of a 
country oriented toward a 
comprehensive peace. 

Mr. Bogdenski was speak- 
ing one day after arriving in 
Amman at the head of a dele- 
gation comprising Lufthansa 
personnel and German tour 
operators and journalists on 
the, first Lufthansa flight to 
the Kingdom in seven years. 


He expressed Germany’s 
commitment to continue sup- 
porting Jordan, noting that 
his country ranks third 
among nations providing 
economic assistance to Jor- 
dan. 

Lufthansa, which will oper- 
ate three flights per week 
between Frankfurt and 
Amman, had suspended 
flights to Jordan during the 
1 99 1 Gulf w’ar. Royal Jordan- 
ian (RJ) has. however, main- 
tained its normal flights to 
Frankfurt during the past 
seven years. 

Mr. Bogdenski said the 
establishment of peace and 
security’ and political stability’ 
in Jordan prompted the Ger- 
man airline to resume its 
flights to Amman. 

Lufthansa has been priva- 
tised since the beginning of 
this year, he said, noting that 



whom three per cent are from 
the United Arab Emirates. 

The Lufthansa 320- Airbus 
plane that landed in Amman 
Monday evening carried a 
total of 98 passengers, 50 of 
whom w’ere members of the 
official delegation. They 
were invited by the Ministry 
of Tourism and Antiquities 
and will be taken on a tour of 
the touristic and archaeologi- 
cal sites in the Kingdom. 

They were met upon arrival 
by Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Akel Biltaji and 
senior RJ and government 
officials. 

According to Mr. Bogdens- 
ki, the number of passengers 
transported by Lufthansa in 
the past two months 
increased by 9.2 per cent over 
the figures from the same 
period last year, while the air- 
line’s operational profits last 
year, amounted to approxi- 
'toaielyjD62t ‘million. 1 


Pharmacists’ union announces new 
elections to be held next month 


By Amy Henderson 

Special ro ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Pharmacists Association 
announced Monday that 
members would hold new 
elections on May 29, after a 
High Court of Justice deci- 
sion earlier this month 
annulled election results from 
April 1997. 

According to Abdul Rahim 
Issa, president of the 1997 
association council, candi- 
dates for the 10-member 

board will be announced bv 

* 

April 29. and all association 
members who wish to vote 
must have paid their mem- 
bership dues in foil prior to 
that date. 

The High Court of Justice 
annulled last year's election 
results after four members — 
who had contested the elec- 
tions but failed to secure a 
seat — challenged the legali- 
ty of the balloting on the 
grounds that several mem- 
bers voted without having 
paid their dues. Under the 
association’s bylaws, this dis- 


qualifies them from voting . 

In its ruling, the High Court 
found that 177 members paid 
dues with post-dated cheques 
and another 52 submitted 
cheques that later bounced. 

Pharmacists say the deci- 
sion to annul last year’s 
results will have little bearing 
on either the political charac- 
ter of the association's board 
or its effectiveness in improv- 
ing the profession. 

The council is heavily 
dominated by Islamists, who 
hold eight of the ten seats, 
and pharmacists contend that 
because the association is 
securely tied to the Ministry 
of Health and Medical Care, 
its courses of action is limit- 
ed. 

“We first of ail have a huge 
number of pharmacies that 
have sprung up in the country 
since the law, which used to 
specify the number of phar- 
macies in proportion to the 
population, changed,” said a 
former board member. “The 
industry itself faces problems 
with pricing and because 
pricing is in the hands of the 


government, they have little 
room to grow or become 
stronger.” 

The government deter- 
mines the local market price 
for locally produced medi- 
cine and subjects these prices 
to periodic reviews. Howev- 
er, producers have com- 
plained that “periodic 
reviews” are few and far 
between, which puts them at 
a disadvantage on 
international markets, partic- 
ularly markets in the Gulf, 
since the prices there are tied 
to the price on the local mar- 
ket. 

Producers claim that recent 
price hikes late last year — 
the first since the devaluation 
of the dinar in 1989 — are 
insufficient because they only 
apply to drugs exported 
before 1989. 

"The mission statement of 
the government is to provide 
the cheapest possible medi- 
cine to the Jordanian people.” 
said one producer. "And 
when the government sets the 
price of one drug, w»e are 
stuck with this price for life." 


AMMAN 

INTERNATIONAL 
THEATRE FESTIVAL 
WEDNESDAY 
* Jordanian play “Another 
Bullet at Beraarda Alba’s 
House" and Egyptian play 
The Daughters of Bernards 
Alba" at the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 7:30 p.m. and 9:00 
p jtl respectively. 


iih:* 


THURSDAY 

■ 

* Jordanian play “Aj 
B ullet at Beraarda Alba's 
House” and- Indian play 
“Khol Do” at t be Royal Cul- 
tural Centre ai 7:30 pm. and 
9:00 p.m. respectively. 

FILM 

* Spanish film “Mujeres ai 
borde de im ataque de 
oervios" at Institute Cer- 


vantes. Jabal Amman on 
Thursday, April 2, at 5:00 

pjn. 

LECTURES 

* "Archaeological Find- 
ings at the Holy Baptismal 
Site of Christ (MaghtasF “ 
Arabic) by Dc Mohammad 
Wabeeb at the Royal Society 
for the Conservation ol 

Nature, Jubeiha at 5:30 p.m. 
(TeL 837931/2). 

* “Orientalism and Post 
Modernism” by Paul Heck at 
the Fulbright House, 
Shmeisam (TeL 568-4760) 
on Thursday, April 2 
(4:00p jn.-6:00 pun.). 

* “La vida cultural de los 
mnris cos • valencianos” (in 
Spanish) 
at Institute Cervantes, Jabal 

at 7:00 p Jn. 


New points system for 
traffic violations starts today 


nluKM 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Starting today, 
the flew point system will be 
enforced against traffic viola- 
tors in a bid to improve road 
safety and reduce the soaring 
number of car accidents. 

The new system is designed 
to help authorities take action 
ag ainst repeat traffic offenders 
by recording points for every 
major offence by both Jordan- 
ian and foreign drivers holding 
a valid Jordanian driving 
licence. 

The number of traffic acci- 
dents in the Kingdom, among 
the highest in the world, has 
increased by around 10 per 
cent each year. Recent statistics 
released by the Traffic Depart- 
ment indi c at e that over 500 


people were killed in Jordan in 
1997 as a result of road acci- 
dents. 

According to the new regula- 
tions, when a driver commits a 
violation a file will be opened, 
and when a driver accumulates 
11 points, be ex she must 
attend a rehabilitation course at 
the state-sponsored driving 
school. Upon reaching 12 
points, his or her licence will 
be revoked for two months. 

Violations that are worth four 
points include driving without 
a licence a* under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs, failure ro 
stop at red lights, failure to 
report to the nearest police sta- 
tion in the event of an accident 
leading to injury, using a 
forged licence plate, and vio- 
lating one-way street rules. 


Orientalist, Islamic approaches to history focus of lecture tomorrow 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “Orientalism 
and Post-Modernism" is the 
title of a lecture exploring 
the divide between oriental- 
ism and Islam to be given 
by Paul Heck at the Ful- 
bright House in Shmeisani 
on April 2. 

“This gap has grown con- 
siderably since the rise of 
post-modernism sensibili- 
ties in Western universities 
and their influences on ori- 
ental studies," said Mr. 
Heck, a pre-doc toral Ful- 
bright fellow. 

The lecture aims at 
depicting ideas from both 
points of view, be added. 

“We witness thai the dif- 
ferences are not the results 
of either malicious intent 
by the orientalists or less 
than critical scholarly stan- 


dards by the Muslim schol- 
ar, [but] rather are a result 
of two very different defini- 
tions of history and two dif- 
ferent notions accessing 
historical knowledge,” he 
said. 

While the two approaches 
differ considerably, both 
contribute important under- 
standings to the past, he 
said. 

The orientalist approach 
in the post-modem age 
aims at mapping out the 
history of Islam exactly as 
it happened by following a 
scientific method of 
inquiry. 

However, scholars notice 
that the earliest Islamic 
sources did not intend a 
simple recording of events 
of the past but are seen 
instead as a reflection of the 
social and ideological con- 
cerns of the community at 


the time, he explained. 

“A different approach to 
the early Islamic sources is 
to view them not as ground 
for extracting objective 
knowledge of events, as 
they really happened, but as 
an area to explore the 
developing social ideologi- 
cal concerns of a communi- 
ty.*' he told the Jordan 
Times. 

"The historical process is 
seen as a link from one gen- 
eration of scholars to anoth- 
er. each passing on to the 
next material of revelation 
as understood in the 
prophetic tradition 

[hadiih] he said. 

As a result, "a challenge 
to the content of that trans- 
mitted tradition is a poten- 
tial challenge to the sound- 
ness of the transmission, 
which is a potential chal- 
lenge to the guarantee of 


the revelation. This endan- 
gers a certain faith- 
coioured reception of the 
tradition and the acceptance 
of the events it narrates at 
face value,” he added. 

Despite the significant 
differences, there is room 
for hope, Mr. Heck said. 

The post-modern devel- 
opment in the orientalist 
approach and Muslim 
understanding of history 
share a common point in 
that history is not merely a 
recording of events. Rather, 
historical truth is primarily 
a relation of people to their 
past. 

If history is understood 
that way, both orientalist 
and Muslim can read vari- 
ous texts with the primary 
goal of understandling the 
authors understanding of 
his past, stated Mr. Heck. 
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Yeltsin retains Primakov, 


Zadornov in key government roles 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin indicated Tuesday 
that two senior ministers 
would retain their posts in 
the new government. For 
once championing cautious 
continuity after a week of 
sweeping change in the 
country's executive. 

Mr. Yeltsin announced 

that Yevgeny Primakov and 
Mikhail Zadornov were no 
longer merely interim min- 
isters. but had been restored 
fully to the foreign and 
finance portfolios respec- 
tively by presidential 
decree. 

The Kremlin swiftly 
moved to clarify that the 
decrees had not yet been 
signed, as under the consti- 
tution Mr. Yeltsin cannot 
appoint ministers while his 
own choice for govern mem 
chief has not been con- 
firmed by the State Duma 
Lower House of 
Parliament. 

But Kremlin spokesman 
Sergei Yastrzhembsky 
added that the president's 
intention was clear. 

“In expressing himself in 
such a firm fashion, the 
president has cleariv indi- 
cated that he sees Primakov 
and Zadornov as ministers 
in the new cabinet." Mr. 
Yastrzhembsky said. 

The spokesman said the 
same was true of Sergei 
Stepashin, named Monday 
to the interior ministry port- 


folio as well as Igor 
Sergeyev, outgoing defence 
minister. 

While the de facto reap- 
pointments mark a pause in 
Mr. Yeltsin's sudden and 
sweeping government 
shake-up. the manner in 
which they were announced 
amounts to another embar- 
rassment for the increasing- 
ly gaffe-prone president. 

Only last week Mr. Yeltsin 
had to be reminded that he 
was not opening a press 
conference, but rather talks 
with French President 
Jacques Chirac and German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 

In one of his best known 
and most alarming lapses, 
during a visit to Sweden at 
the end of last year. Mr. 
Yeltsin mistakenly named 
Germany and Japan as 
nuclear powers and erro- 
neously announced that 
Russia would unilaterally 
reduce its nuclear war- 
heads. 

The announcement that 
four government ministers 
would remain in the cabinet 
comes after a week of 
breathless political spring- 
cleaning which began on 
March 23 with the dis- 
missal of the entire cabinet 
and a vow to replace slack 
ministers with more 
dynamic young reformers. 

As a sign of his intent. Mr. 
Yeltsin picked Sergei 
Kiriyenko as his new pro- 


prime minister to replace 
the ousted Viktor 
Chernomyrdin. and 

promised plenty of fresh 
faces and a new slimline 
government to breathe new 
life into reform. 

But Mr. Primakov. 68. had 
been widely expected to 
retain his post after the 
Kremlin said Mr. Yeltsin 
valued his work highly. 

The new government line- 
up and the programme Mr. 
Kiriyenko draws up are crit- 
ical to his efforts to per- 
suade a hostile. 
Communist-packed Duma 
to approve his candidacy. 

Mr. Primakov, who was a 
Soviet career apparatchik 
for more than three decades 
and who has carved a more 
independent Russian for- 
eign policy than predeces- 
sor Andrei Kozyrev, is gen- 
erally popular with the old 
guard who still pack the 
parliament's benches. 

Mr. Zadornov for his pan. 
who was first given the 
finance portfolio in 
November, hails from the 
liberal opposition Yabloko 
bloc, which Mr. Kiriyenko 
has approached in his 
efforts to secure backing for 
his new team and pro- 


gramme. 


tege and candidate for 


Yabloko's 46 seats in par- 
liament could be important 
to the young Kremlin neo- 
phyte during first-round 
parliament debate, though 
even Mr. Kirivenko's allies 


have admitted that his can- 
didacy could be thrown out 
durins Friday's vote due to 

V * 

the hostility' of the large 
Communist bloc. 

Close Kiriyenko ally' 
Boris Nemtsov, first deputy 
premier in the outgoing 
government. said Mr. 
Kiriyenko would “sooner or 
later" be confirmed, echo- 
ing sentiments expressed by 
the pro-government Our 
Home is Russia bloc which 
said the young technocrat 
could well have difficulties 
in the first round. 

Communist leader 

Gennady Zyuganov has 
said Mr. Kiriyenko is too 
inexperienced to become 
the second most important 
figure in the country, and 
Tuesday threatened to block 
the appointment by staging 
a filibuster if necessary. 

In response to increasing- 

lv hostile noises from the 
■ 

Communist camp. the 
Kremlin reminded the 
Duma Tuesday that there 
was nothing anti-constitu- 
tional in Mr. Yeltsin's initia- 
tive. and urged the parlia- 
ment to resolve the issue in 
“civilised" fashion. 

“Everything which the 
president has done was 
strictly in line with the con- 
stitution and the Duma has 
no claims to make to the 
head of state in this 
respect." Mr. 

Yastrzhembsky was quoted 
bv Interfax as savins. 


Japanese woman held in murder India's 


enquiry commits suicide 


government 


PARIS lAFP) — Ayuka 
Ameda, held on suspicion 
of inciting the murder of a 
Japanese architect found in 
a freezer, has committed 
suicide. police said 
Tuesday. 

The 38-year-old Japanese 
woman was found dead 
early Monday after hanging 
herself from a cord cobbled 
together from rags and 
sheets. 

She was being held in the 
Fresnes jail hospital in the 
Paris suburbs where she 
was receiving treatment for 
a serious illness. 

She was placed in custody 
earlier this month on suspi- 
cion of inciting her servant 
to murder architect Akira 
Ojima. 57. who was found 
dead in the freezer of a sub- 
urban Paris house on March 
19. 

Ojima’s body was found 
in the western Paris suburb 


of Name ire nearly a fort- 
night after he disappeared 
on March 9. 

Police suspect the motive 
may have been a quarrel 
over money. Ameda had 
accused him of taking her 
money. 

The woman was described 
as being of noble Japanese 
birth and resident of a fash- 
ionable Paris district. 

Jean-Pieme Caroll Oud 
Rollen. 54. described as the 
women's servant, is being 
held as the prime murder 
suspect. 

The victim never returned 
from an appointment with 
another Japanese in central 
Paris earlier this month, 
police said. He was appar- 
ently lured into a trap, kid- 
napped. then murdered 
three days Iarer. 

Ojima's sister raised the 
alarm on March 9. Two 
davs later, she received a 


letter from hint saying he 
was in danger. 

Another man. Yuji 
Nakamura. 38, was being 
held on suspicion of com- 
plicity in kidnap and mur- 
der. Police believe he was 
the mystery' man who 
served as bait to Jure Ojima 
into the trap near the Saint 
Lazare railway station in the 
centre of Paris. 

Police said the victim was 
taken to a rundown house in 
the Paris suburb of 
Nanrerre. They said he was 
held there and allegedly 
beaten and mistreated for 
three days. 

On rhe fourth. Carroll, 
described by police as an 
“uncommon personality.” 
allegedly first injured the 
victim with a bullet in the 
back of the neck using a pis- 
tol disguised as a pen. then 
strangled him and put the 
corpse in a meat freezer. 


risking 


arms race 


with 


nuclear 


stance 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
senior Indian opposition 
leader Tuesday warned the 
new Hindu nationalist-led 
government's nuclear poli- 
cy was in dancer of trig- 

■ V •» 

gering an "“arms race." 

Mukherjee. 
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Missiles seized by 


France in Iraq used 


in Rwanda crash 


PARIS i AFP) — Soviet- 
origin made missiles 
seized by French forces 
in Iraq were responsible 
for the 1 994 downing of a 
jet that caused the deaths 
of the presidents of 
Rwanda and Burundi and 
paved the way for 
Rwanda's bloodbath. Le 
Figaro daily said 
Tuesday. 

The paper, whose alle- 
gations earlier this year 
of French involvement in 
the massacres have 
prompted a parliamentary' 
enquiry, quoted a book 
and two former officers 
as saying the SAM 16 
Gimlet missiles that shot 
down the plane were part 
of French stocks. 

One of the officers, who 
asked to remain anony- 
mous. said there had been 
a request for the two 
ground-to-air missiles 
between November 1993 
and February 1994 from 
people close to one of 
France's top gendarmes. 
Paul Barril. 

But Mr. Barril “formal- 
ly" denied involvement in 
a statement to AFP and 
said the paper's allega- 
tions were “implausible 
and incoherent." 

Mr. Barril was formerly 
the second in charge of 


the elite GIGN paramili- 
tary unit. 

Rwandan President 
Juvenal Habyarimana and 
his Burundian counter- 
part Cyprien Ntaryamira 
died in the April 6. 1994. 
crash that unleashed the 
Rwandan genocide. The 
exact circumstances of 
the dowming of the plane 
have never been clarified. 

Monday, the French 

foreign ministry declined 
comment on a report that 
French crew members 
aboard the plane were "in 
official service.” 

The Falcon-50 execu- 
tive jet had reportedly 
been loaned to Mr. 
Habyarimana by French 
President Francois 

m 

Mitterrand. France said at 
the time that the crew 
worked for a private com- 
pany but honoured the 
dead men in a military 
ceremony after the crash. 

The carnage that fol- 
lowed the shooting 
claimed between 500,000 
and SOO.OOO lives of 
minority Tutsis and mod- 
erate Hutus by Hutu 
troops and extremist mili- 
tias within less than four 
months, according to esti- 
mates from U.N. offi- 
cials. 


Shanghai 


newspaper 


pans actress 
in Gere film 


SHANGHAI i AFP) — A 
Shanghai newspaper Tuesday 
criticised Chinese actress Bui 
Lins for selling out her coun- 
try in the film "Red Comer" in 
which she plays the female 
lead to Richard Gere. 

The Wenhui Bao daily said 
the “'political thriller” was 
another anti -China perfor- 
mance by Richard Gen; but 
what angered people most was 
that Bai had sold out her coun- 
try to land the leading role. 

Mr. Gere, an activist for 
Tibetan independence, plays a 
U.S. businessman who is 
framed for murder and sen- 
tenced to death in Beijing but 
finds a Chinese lawyer played 
by Bai who wins him an 
acquittal. 

The report said Gere\ action 
was not surprising because he 
was a "cum in iron" anti-China 
activist 

“What is surprising is that 
Bai is waving the Hug with 
Gere ... Bai in order to get into 
A-nued films has done what 
other actresses were unwilling 
to do by selling her country.” 
the report said. “It is verv 
and pitiful." 

The report said Bai. 28. who 
became on actress the age of 
1 5. was working at Xi’an'Film 
Studio until she left for the 
United States a few- vears aso 

m w 

where she had landed only bit 
parts until “Red Comer" came 
along. 


country's defence policy 
could have "serious impli- 
cations." 

The government, which 
came to power following 
February -March elections, 
said in its agenda it would 
“exercise 'die option to 
induct nuclear weapons." 

The policy created an 
uproar, particularly in 
neighbouring Pakistan. 

Defence Minister George 
Fernandes responded by 
saying no decision had yet 
been taken over production 
of nuclear weapons, 
although he added India 
would “not fight shy" of 
acquiring nuclear weapons 
if needed. 

Mr. Mukerherjee said 
there had been an Indian 
consensus among govern- 
ments for keeping open the 
nuclear option but he 
accused the coalition, led 
by the Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP. Indian People's 
Party >. of taking a unilater- 
al decision. 

He said it could “nigger 
an arms race in the sub- 
continent." 

India, which carried out 
ics_ one nuclear test in 
1974. last year refused to 
sign a global test ban 
treaty, arguing it was dis- 
criminatory and did not 
inciude a timebound 
framework for global dis- 
armament. 

Neighbouring Pakistan, 
like India, is regarded as a 
“threshold" nuclear state 
w ith the capacity to make 
weapons at short notice. 
The two countries, which 
have foucht three wars 

la 

since their independence 
and partition in 1947. both 
deny having build nuclear 
weapons. 


Bomb disposal experts investigate the site of a bomb blast in Azizabad area of central 
Karachi. Police said the morning rush-hour blasts in the city's central district were 
caused by time-devices and took place within a km of each other, less than 50 minotes 
apart (Reuters photo) 


Karachi market bombs kill 


two and spark new tension 


KARACHI (AFP) — 
Two bombs rocked the 
centre of Pakistan's 
largest city Karachi 
Tuesday, killing two peo- 
ple. injuring 19 and 
sparking new tension. 

The bombs concealed 
in packets were fitted 
with timers’, an official of 
the bomb disposal squad 
said. Both went off with- 
in minutes of each other 
as shops opened for busi- 
ness. 

The toll would have 
been much higher had the 
bombs exploded a little 
later when markets are 
packed w-ith customers, 
an official said. 

The blasts were near 
the headquaners of the 
powerful Muttahida 
Qaumi Movement 

(MQM) w’hich blamed a 
dissident faction, the 
MQM-Haqiqi. An MQM 
leader. Farooq Sattar. 
said the bombs were part 
of a "conspiracy" against 
the organisation. 

The first bomb explod- 
ed around 9:00 a.m. near 
a shop in the Ayesha 
Manzil market, killing 
one person and injuring 
12. police said. It danf- 


aged several shops and 
shattered the windows of 
adjacent buildings. 

Minutes later another 
bomb exploded in front 
of a jewellery shop in the 
Meena Bazar one kilome- 
tre aw’ay. Police and 
ambulance sources said 
eight people were 
injured. One later died 
and five of the others 
were seriously hurt. 

A bomb expert said the 
devices were similar to 
two bombs in suburban 
Karachi on Feb. 28 which 
killed eight Afghan 
refugees and injured 25. 

Angry businessmen 
pulled down shutters and 
markets were shut down 
Tuesday. Shopkeepers 
chanted slogans against 
the government. 

“We feel threatened.” 
said Rashid Ahmed, a 
shopkeeper in the Ayesha 
Manzil area. 

“The government has ■ 
failed to provide protec- 
tion to the people and 
property'." said Iftikhar 
Meghani. a goldsmith in 
Meena Bazar 

No group claimed 
responsibility for the 
bombings. 


At least 25 people have 
died in eastern Karachi in 
the past week in violence 
that police say is part of 
the battle between the 
MQM and the MQM- 
Haqiqi. 

“The MQM is target of 
Haqiqi terrorists." said 
Mr. Sattar, a senior min- 
ister in the Sindh provin- 
cial government. 

Police last week round- 
ed up scores of rival 
political activists follow- 
ing the new wave of vio- 
lence. The MQM and the 
MQM-Haqiqi faction 
have blamed each other 
for last week’s killings. 

The MQM said 13 of its 
activists and supporters 
were among more than 
20 people gunned down 
on March 23 and March 
24. The rival faction 
claimed 10 of its mem- 
bers - were among the 
dead. 

Paramilitary troops- and 
police have been 
deployed in sensitive 
areas of Karachi which 
has a history of political, 
ethnic and religious vio- 
lence. More than 3,000 
people have been killed - 
in the past three years. 


Germans did not trust 


carry 


BORDEAUX. France 
(AFP) — World War II 
archives prove the German 
occupation forces in 
France grew increasingly 
suspicious of Maurice 
Papon's willingness to 
carry out their orders to 
round up and deport Jews, 
his lawyer said Tuesday. 

During 1942 and 1943. 
the Germans gradually 
took over the task them- 
selves. effectively “short- 
circuiting" the Bordeaux 
Prefecture where Mr. 
Papon was secretary-gen- 
eral in charge of “Jew ish 
affairs." Jean-Marc Vuraut 
said in closing arguments. 

Mr. Papon. S7. is 
charged with crimes 
against humanity in the 
roundup and deportation 
of some 1.500 Jews, 
including hundreds of 
children, who ultimately 
went to their deaths in 
Nazi cantos. 

ft 

He is the first French 
wartime official to be so 
charged in a modem-day 
trial, and his lawyers have 
argued he is being used as 
a scapegoat to purge 
France's guilt over the 
then Vichy government's 
collaboration with the 
Nazi occupiers. 

The state is asking 20 
years imprisonment. "The 
trial is scheduled to end 
Wednesday w hen Mr. 
Papon speaks on his own 
behalf. A verdict is expect- 
ed that same evening. 

The prosecution charges 
Mr. Papon collaborated 
with the Nazis in organis- 
ing eight train convoys of 
BonJcaux-nrea Jews from 
the Merignac holding 
camp near here to the huge 
camp in Drancy near 
Paris, where the deportees 


were sent on to Germany 
and Poland. 

However Mr. Varaut. 
quoting from copious 
notes, letters and docu- 
ments from the wartime 
Gironde Prefecture here, 
said they showed Germans 
gradually took over the 
task completely from the 
prefecture. dissatisfied 
w irh its “delays, questions, 
temporising." 

The records show, said 
the attorney, that many 
women, children, sick and 
elderly were exempted 
from the convoys in which 
Mr. Papon had a band, and 
that he had warned leaders 
of the Jewish community 
when he had advance 
information on roundups. 

But once the Nazis cut 
the prefecture out of the 
loop there were no more 
exemptions, he said. 

'“For the Nazis, a Jew 
was a Jew. not a human 
being." Mr. Varaut intoned 
in a deep baritone that 
stilled the courtroom. 

Monday, Mr. Varaut said 
Mr. Papon never knew of 
the existence of the Nazi 
death camps to which the 
deportees were sent. 

"They were the best -kept 
secret of the war." he told 
the nine jurors and three 
judges who will decide 
Mr. Papon's fate. 

Mr. Varaut has argued 
that there is no justifica- 
tion for trying an individ- 
ual for the “collective 
guilt" of a government, 
and that the acts of w'hich 
Mr. Papon is now’ accused 
were not crimes at the 
time. 

“Every aspect of the 
prosecution's case was 
known in the post-war 
period, but no action was 


ever taken." said the 
lawyer. 

“These were not crimes 
in 1944. or in 194S or in 
1954." he said. “In fact it 
took more than 30 years 
for them to become 
crimes, to evolve as such 
in men's minds.” 

The Nuremberg war 
crimes trials which 
brought Nazi SS officers 
to book never reproached 
the French civilian gov- 
ernment, nor any of its 
civil servants, he said. 

In fact. he noted, Mr. 
Papon went on to a distin- 
guished public career that 
included police chief of 
Paris, member of parlia- 
ment and cabinet minister 
under President Valery 
Giscard d’Estamg. 

It was not until a French 
newspaper exposed Mr. 
Papon's past in 1981, 
decades later and in a 
totally changed political 
and legal climate, that a 
groundswell began for 
action against him, said 
Mr. Varaut. 

Francois Mitterrand, 
elected president later that 
year, stone-walled Mr. 
Papon s prosecution 
throughout his 14-year 
term of office, rueful of 
dusting off France’s 
humiliating defeat and 
collaboration with the 
Germans. 

Mr. Mitterrand's succes- 
sor. Jacques Chirac, 
became the first French 
head of state to formally 
apologise for the country’s 
war-time treatment of 
Jews, and it was in that 
atmosphere of contrition 
that Mr. Papon was finally 
brought to trial. 


Kochamn 



YEREVAN (AFP>, ; — 
Karabakh war hero r Robot 
Kocharian was poised 
Tuesday to become 


Armenia's next 


after securing a handsome 
lead over the republic's 

Soviet-era leader Karen 
Demirchian in a run-off vote. 
At 1:00 p.m. (0800 GMT) 

with more than half of the 
votes tallied, acting president 
Kocharian led Mr. 
Demirchian by more than 25 
percentage points, scoring 
6235 per cent of the vote to 
the former Communist 
boss’s 37.45 percent, accord- 
ing to the election commis- 
sion. 

Given the recent histoty of 
contested elections in 
Armenia which have led to 
furious fraud charges, (he 
wide margin is seen as bene- 
ficial as it will soothe any 
possible lingering disputes 
over the conduct of the vote, 
officials said. 

‘This large victory is bene- 
ficial as it will minimise the 
importance of any possible 
contesting” of the outcome, 
one official at the central 
election commission told 
AFP. 

Voting was in any case con- 
ducted in generally calm 
conditions, after international 
observers from the 
Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) criticised the first 
round vote a fortnight earlier 
as “deeply flawed.” 

The OSCE had warned it 
would not validate the final 
result unless urgent measures 
to prevent fraud were taken 
before Monday’s run-off. 

Of the 23 million people 
eligible to vote Monday, 52.8 
per cent showed up at the 
polling stations — a lower 
turnout than in the elections 
.first round, when 64 per cent 
. of voterSjCast thefr.baQots, . 

- Mr. Kocharian, 43, was the 
leader of the Nagorno- 
Karabakh territory, the most- 
ly Arme nian populated 
enclave situated within 
Azerbaijan, during a six-year 
war of secession which 
ended in 1994. 

His war-hero status and no- 
nonsense nationalism, cou- 
pled with pragmatic free- 

market policies and his 
power base as prime minister 
and acting president, made 
him a firm favourite for the 
vote and he emerged as a 
clear leader in the first round 
ballot two weeks ago. 

The Karabakh factor has 
remained a key element in 
the run-off vote, particularly 
as the presidential vote was 
initially prompted by the res- 
ignation in February of 
Levon Ter-Petrossian over 
crumbling support for his 
own more conciliatory pro- 
posals for peace in the 
enclave. 

Mr. Demirchian. 65, who 
ran Armenia for 14 years dur- 
ing the Soviet era, has played 
the nostalgia card strongly, 
and traded on his image as a 
practical politician who gets 
things done and champ ions 
social protection and cradle- 
to-grave welfare. 

Monday's vote threw up 
several repetitions of the vot- 
ing irregularities which 
dogged the March 16 first 
round and previous presiden- 
tial elections before that, but 
it remained unclear if fraud 
would be cited. 

Two incidents were repeat- 
ed in Yerevan. One involved a 
man stuffing several hundred 

voting slips inro one .-balk# 
box before running iasSray- 
Another was of leaffes^TiS' 
tile to Me Kocbarijut hang 
distributed In some por& 'rf 
the capital . : Y?/ 

Casting his vote in a ; anaD 
Yerevan pollin g station* Me 
Kocharian declared: “TfeJare 
of course trying . to. \ ; laikP 
account of remarks made-by 
international observers®^ 
first round.- We 
measures but you taiDggjjpf 
rule out provocativ^aj^ 
dents.” 

During a visit 
polling station, foe 
of an OSCE observffe,^® 
provoked a heated’ ®^ 
between representari^jjgj 
the two rival candidacy 
accusing the other 
larities. -'Vv'-A.- 
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Emotional 

* 

justice 

minister 

tables 

landmark 

■ 

apology to 

Maoris 


WELLINGTON (AFP) — 
Justice Minister Doug 
Graham came close to tears 
in parliament Tuesday as he 
introduced a bill to close a 
century of injustices inflict- 
ed on New Zealand's south 
island Maori. 

The 546-page Ngai Tahu 
Claims Settlement Bill 
records the Crown's apolo- 
gy to the Ngai Tahu people 
for breaches of the 1840 
Treaty of Waitangi obliga- 
tions and formalises the 
agreement, signed in 
October last year, giving 
Ngai Tahu 170 million NZ 
dollars ($95.6 million) 
compensation. 

The settlement honours 
the 1 840 Treaty of Waitangi 
under which New Zealand 
became part of the British 
Empire and which 
promised the Maori they 
would keep their land and 
treasures, including the 
forests and fisheries. In 
subsequent wars, however, 
the Maori people, including 
Ngai Tahu, were brutally 
dispossessed and although 
around 13 per cent of the 
population, they were mar- 
ginalised. 

Successive governments 
since 1975 have sought to 
remedy the injustices. 

In an emotional speech 
and at times close to tears. 
Mr. Graham detailed some 
of ■ the injustices to Ngai 
Tahu. 

“The Crown set oaf on- a 
campaign to acquire as s 
much. land '■ as’ -possible, ; 
breached 'promises to set * 
&rde a&qtiaf£ reserves for 1 
Ngai Tahu, failed to pre- 
serve mahinga kai or food 
-gathering rights enjoyed for 
centuries and, as a result, at 
best inadvertently ensured 
that Ngai Tahu would 
indeed become margin- 
alised,’' he said 
“Ever since, Ngai Tahu 
have waited for justice. 
Generations have come and 
gone but the cause was 
never ' abandoned Each 
generation passed the bur- 
den of the grievance to the 
next. For Ngai Tahu, as 
with aQ claimants, the 
grievance almost became 
more important than life 
itself." 

Mr. Graham said slx 
years of negotiations even- 
tually settled the claim. 

‘-‘Now the final chapter is 
being written,” be said. 

A group of about 40 Ngai 
Tahu in the public gallery 
sang a waiata (song) at the 
end of his speech. 

Speaking to reporters on 
parliament’s front steps 
after the bill had been intro- 
duced tribe spokesman Sir 
Tipene O’Regan said it was 
not the final stage for Ngai 
Tahu, but the beginning of 
the final stage. 

“There’s a long way to go 
yet. 

“It’S the be ginnin g of the 
end of the biggest thing l 
and my colleagues will ever 
do.” 
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An aircraft lands over the crashed plane which was carrying Leeds United soccer 
players at Stanstead Airport. The accident occurred after the aircraft lost power 
when the starboard engine exploded shortly after take off, slightly injuring two peo- 
ple (Renters photo) 

Plane carrying Leeds United 
soccer team crashes 


STANSTED, England 
(AFP) — An aeroplane 
carrying the English 
Leeds United football 
team burst into flames 
and crashed on take-off 
from London’s Stansted 
airport early Tuesday. 

No players were report- 
ed to have been injured 
although two people out 
of the 36 passengers and 
four crew on board were 
said by police to have suf- 
fered minor injuries. 

One witness. BBC 
reporter Bryn Law. who 
was among those aboard, 
told BBC Radio that the 
aircraft had climbed up to 
about 150 feet when one 
of its engines burst into 
flames. 

*Tt was apparently 100 


to 150 feet in the air when 
we noticed that the 
engine to our right hand 
side had started burning 
and then exploded and the 
pilot had to crash-land the 
plane. 

“The engine caught fire 
... it was blazing, there 
was petrol pouring out of 
it and everyone was 
ordered to an emergency 
evacuation of the plane.” 

Police said the aircraft 
suffered a “mechanical 
failure during take-off', 
leading the pilot to aban- 
don the attempt. 

“The take-off was 
aborted and resulted in 
the aircraft leaving die 
runway, where it crashed 
and the front undercar- 
riage collapsed” said 


police inspector Mark 
Harman. 

Emergency services 
evacuated passengers and 
crew from the chartered 
aeroplane, operated by 
the carrier Gemstone. 

The players were 
returning to Leeds in the 
north of England after a 
Premiership league match 
against the London club 
West Ham. Stansted air- 
port opened an hour late 
Tuesday morning as a 
result of the incident, and 
officials said air traffic 
would continue to be 
affected for several hours. 

The plane remained 
where it came to a halt off 
the main runway, its nose 
buried in the grass verge. 
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justice 
minister tables landmark 
apology to Maori people 


WELLINGTON (AFP) 
— Justice Minister Doug 
Graham came close to 
tears in parliament 
Tuesday as he introduced 
a bill to close a century 
of injustices inflicted on 
New Zealand's south 
island Maori. 

The 546-page Ngai 
Tahu Claims Settlement 
Bill records the Crown's 
apology to the Ngai Tahu 
people for breaches of 
the 1840 Treaty of 
Waitangi obligations and 
formalises die agree- 
ment, signed io October 
last year, giving Ngai 
Tahu 170 million NZ 
dollars ($95.6 million) 
compensation. 

The settlement honours 
the 1840 Treaty of 
Waitangi under which 
New Zealand became 
part of the British 
Empire and which 
promised the Maori they 
would keep their land 
and treasures, including 
the forests and fisheries. 
In subsequent wars, how- 
ever. the Maori people. 


including Ngai Tahu. 
were brutally dispos- 
sessed and although 
around 13 per cent of the 
population, they were 
marginalised. 

Successive govern- 
ments since 1975 have 
sought to remedy the 
injustices. 

In an emotional speech 
and at times close to 
tears. Mr. Graham 
detailed some of the 
injustices to Ngai Tahu. 

“The Crown set out on 
a campaign to acquire as 
much land as possible, 
breached promises to seL 
aside adequate reserves 
for Ngai Tahu, failed to 
preserve mahinga kai or 
food gathering rights 
enjoyed for cenmries 
and, as a result, at best 
inadvertently ensured 
that Ngai Tahu would 
indeed become margin- 
alised,” he said. 

“Ever since, Ngai Tahu 
have waited for justice. 
Generations have come 
and gone but the cause 
was never abandoned. 


Each generation passed 
the burden of the griev- 
ance to the next. For 
Ngai Tahu. as with all 
claimants, the grievance 
almost became more 
important than life 
itself.” 

Mr. Graham said six 
years of negotiations 
eventually settled the 
claim. 

“Now the final chapter 
is being written,” he said. 

A group of about 40 
Ngai Tahu in the public 
gallery sang a waiata 
isong) at the end of his 
speech. 

Speaking to reporters 
on parliament's from 
steps after the bill had 
been i n trod uced, t ri be 
spokesman Sir Tipene 
O’Regan said it was not 
the final stage for Ngai 
Tahu, but the beginning 
of the final stage.~ 

“There’s a long way to 
go yet. 

“It’s the beginning of 
the end of the biggest 
thing I and my "col- 
leagues will ever do.” 


Romania hunting new 
premier after Ciorbea quits 


BUCHAREST (AFP) — 
Romania was searching for 
a new prime minister 
Tuesday after embattled 
government leader Victor 
Ciorbea resigned to end a 
prolonged political crisis. 

Commentators welcomed 
Mr. Ciorbea 's announce- 
ment Monday that he is to 
quit to resolve three months 
of turmoil in his ruling 
coalition over how to tackle 
Bucharest's economic 
woes. 

“Honest but lacking expe- 
rience, Ciorbea ... lacked 
the strength to rake on his 
political backers when they 
steered him down the 
wrong path,” said the popu- 
lar daily Evenimenml Zilei. 

President Emil 

Constantinescu is expected 
to name a new premier 
Thursday after extensive 
consultations with key parts’ 
leaders. He has named 
Interior Minister Gavril 
Dejeu as interim premier. 

Most commentators agree 


that three candidates arc 
vying to succeed Mr. 
Ciorbea, all from his ruling 
National Peasants Christian 
Democratic Party ( PNP- 
CD). 

They are; parry Secretoiy- 
General Radu Vasiie: Sorin 
Dimitriu. head of the state 
privatisation body, tipped as 
Mr. Constantinescu *s 
favourite: and Trade and 
Industry Minister Mircea 
Ciumara. 

Forty-three vear-old 
Ciorbea, who was widely 
held responsible for failures 
in economic reform in 
Romania, went on national 
television Monday evening 
to announce his departure. 

“I had hoped till the last 
moment my detractors 
would have had the courage 
to put down a censure 
motion in parliament. But 
they did not do so.” said the 
former labour union leader. 

His coalition partners 
hope his departure will at 
last end a government crisis 


that erupted in January 
when the Democratic Party 
stormed out of the govern- 
ment after one of their min- 
isters was sacked. 

The pro-reform ruling 
coalition came to power in 
November 1996 elections. 
Mr. Ciorbea. close to Mr. 
Constantinescu. was held 

responsible for the failure 
of economic reforms last 
year. 

Mr. Ciorbea has always 
insisted he was ready to 
resign but that the political 
line of his own Christian 
Democrats prevented him 
from doing so. 

Few Romanian commen- 
tators regretted Mr. 
Ciorbea "s decision. “Victor 
Ciorbea, double resigna- 
tion” pointed out 
Evenimenml Zilei noting 
that he had also resigned as 
Bucharest mayor. 

The popular Ziua said the 
premier “deserves no com- 
passion," while the Curierul 
National lamented “Victor 


Ciorbea is paying personal- 
ly for the government's 
mistakes. 

“All the parties from the 
ruling coalition should take 
their share of the responsi- 
bility for the dramatic situa- 
tion in which Romania 
finds itself.” 

Mr. Ciorbea was the 
founder in 1990 of 
Romania's first free labour 
union. He was elected 
mayor of the capital. 
Bucharest, in 1996, before 
taking over as premier in 
November of the same year. 

His government had been 
pressing ahead with unpop- 
ular austerity policies aimed 
r at overhauling the 
Romanian economy and 
hoped to join the EU and 
NATO early in the next mil- 
lennium. 

The political crisis has 
been coupled with econom- 
ic woes including a surge in 
inflation from 57 per cent in 
1996 to 151 per cent last 
vear. 


Annan 
welcomes 
China ’s 
invitation 
to Robinson 


BEUING (AFP.) — U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan Tuesday welcomed 
China's decision to invite 
U.N. Human Rights 
Commissioner Mary 
Robinson to visit Beijing. 

“1 am particularly encour- 
aged that they have invited 
Mary Robinson," Mr. Annan 
told reporters after meeting 
Chinese vice-Premier Qian 
Qichen. 

He said no dale was seL 
although Mrs. Robinson has 
said she hopes to be in 
China before the end of the 
year. 

China has in recent 
months signed the U.N. 
Covenant on Social, 
Cultural and Economic 
Rights and promised to sign 
its sister agreement, the 
U.N. Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights in the near 
future. 

Mr. Qian gave no details 
as to when the second 
covenant might be signed, 
but said Beijing would com- 
ply with the undertakings 
once it had ratified the docu- 
ment. 

“As to when we will sign, 
you will know when we will 
sign it and after signing we 
will comply. But some 
issues we need to look into 
and study for example, areas 
where provisions are not 
harmonious with Chinese 
law” he told reporters. 

He also said Beijing had 
hoped Mrs. Robinson, who 
was invited in January, 
could make an early trip to 
China. 

“We hope Mrs. Robinson 
can pay a visit at an early 
date. Our proposed date was 
earlier, but not to her conve- 
nience.” be added. 

Mrs. Robinson’s visit to 
China w'ill be the first of a 
U.N. High Commissioner 
for Human Rights. 


Climate of optimism in 
Northern Ireland peace talks 


BELFAST < AFP) — Northern 
Ireland peace negotiations 
continued Tuesday amid fresh 
optimism after the talks chair- 
man George Mitchell said 
there was a “realistic” chance 
of a settlement- by the April 9 
deadline. 

The British and Irish prime 
ministers, Tony Blair and 
Bertie Ahem, meanwhile 
stepped up their direct involve- 
ment in the process to give it 
extra momentum. 

In the afternoon in London. 
Mr. Blair was to receive John 
Hume, leader of the large 
moderate Catholic nationalist 
party, the Social Democratic 
and Labour Party tSDLP). 
after meeting Sunday with 
David Trimble, head of the 
Ulster Unionist Party lUUP), 
the main Protestant party in the 
province. 

Mr. Blair was also scheduled 
to meet with his Irish counter- 
pan in London late 
Wednesday, and it looked 
increasingly Jikely that the two 
men will come to Belfast next 
week to preside over the con- 
clusion of nearly two years of 
talks on Northern Ireland's 
future. 

Intensive bilateral meetings 
began Tuesday morning 
between Northern Ireland 
political parties, the presidency 
of the talks and London and 
Dublin representatives at 
Stormont Castle, near Belfast 

The mediator and former 
U.S. Senator Mitchell late 
Monday welcomed the partici- 


pants' commitment as a 
marathon countdown session 
of talks proceeded in the few 
days left to conclude a deal 
which would be submitted to 
referenda in the north and 
south of Ireland on May 22. 

The climate has changed 
since Monday. 

The negotiators, who used to 
limit their sessions to two and 
a half days a week, inter- 
spersed with frequent and 
srormy appearances before the 
press. left Stormont at 9:00 
p.m. Monday, without making 
any comments, and are to meet 
in continuous session until 
next Thursday. 

. . .Unusually smiling. Mr. 
Mitchell Monday judged it 
‘JWAlisUP. to believe that- an 
agreement can be reached by 
April 9”, welcoming the "busi- 
nesslike approach and deter- 
mination” of the participants. 

The negotiators' feeling is 
that the game is being played 
out as much in London and 
Dublin as in Belfast The two 
governments have a precise 
framework in mind with which 
they are trying to broker a 
compromise between their 
natural allies. 

The British are putting pres- 
sure on the unionists, who 
want to maintain strong links 
between Britain and Northern 
Ireland, while the Irish are 
doing the same with the 
nationalists, who from Gerry 
Adams (leader of the Sinn 
Fein political wing of the CRA) 
to John Hume are pushing for 


3 united Ireland sooner or later. 

Mr. Mitchell could soon sub- 
mit an outline deal to the par- 
ticipants. sources close to the 
negotiations said in Belfast. 

Numerous obstacles still 
exist within the talks on 
achieving the consensus which 
London and Dublin want — a 
local assembly, a north-south 
body, and a "council of the 
isles”. These institutional 
changes will give Dublin a say 
in Northern Ireland affairs. 

Nationalists want to give the 
north-south body real powers, 
while the unionists are bitterly 
opposed to anything that 
would amount to an "embry- 
onic all-Ireland government^ 

On the question of the 
the,, .majority 
Protestants want n to sovero 

■w 

on the basis of a first-past-the- 
post system, while the nation- 
alists are pushing for a coali- 
tion government in which all 
political parties in the parlia- 
ment would take pan. 

The unionists, who have 
already had to swallow the 
principle of cooperation with 
Dublin and the prospect that 
the IRA will not hand over its 
weapons before an accord, 
have always in the past reject- 
ed the idea of governing with 
Sinn Fein. 

The nationalists for their 
part, resigned to not seeing a 
united Ireland emerge from 
these talks, are keen that the 
accord should be as “transi- 
tional" as possible towards that 
ultimate seal. 


China, Annan discuss 
four-party peace talks on Korea 


BEUING (AFP) — U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan and Chinese vice- 
Premier Qian Qichen dis- 
cussed the four-panv peace 
talks on the Korean 
Peninsula Tuesday and 
agreed they must continue. 

“We discussed four-party 
talks and expressed hope that 
progress will be made. We 
believe that it is the only 
direction to go." Mr. Annan 


told reporters after meeting 
with Mr. Qian for 90 minutes 
ar the state guest house. 

China, along with the 
United States and the two 
Koreus has held two rounds 
of inconclusive talks aimed 
at finding a permanent peace 
on the Korean Peninsula. 

The last round broke up in 
Geneva in mid-March after 
North Korea insisted the 
removal of U.S. troops sta- 


tioned in South Korea be on 
the agenda for talks. 

China went to North 
Korea’s aid in the 1950-53 
Korean war and declared its 
ties with Pyongyang were 
“as close as lips and teeth." 

But in 1992. Beijing estab- 
.lished diplomatic ties with 
.Pyongyang's rival. Seoul, 
.and has since maintained an 
even keel between the two 
nations. 
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Weapons deepen problems 


A RECENT report issued by the Washington- 
based Centre for Strategic and International 
Studies shows that the Middle East and the Gulf 
regions remain the principal importers of 
weapons. Arms sell in this part of the world on 
a scale that far exceeds other regions including 
Africa, Asia and Latin America. The report 
paints a gloomy picture revealing that Middle 
Eastern states have spent more of their GNP on 
weapons between 1985-95 than even NATO 
countries. In real terms, the countries of the 
Middle East spent nearly $80 billion on arma- 
ment between 1987-90, about $50 billion 
between 1991-94 and nearly the same amount in 
the last several years. The Gulf countries did 
not fare much better. They spent about $60 bil- 
lion on their military arsenals between 1987-90 
and about $80 billion between 1991-96. 

No matter how one looks at these alarming fig- 
ures, the picture that emerges is that peace- 
making in the Middle East and the end of the 
Gulf war in 1991 have not reduced the region's 
thirst for armament. On the Arab-Israeli front. 
Israel and its Arab neighbours continued to 
pour money on their defences to the tune of $20 
billion between 1991 (when the Madrid peace 
conference was convened) and 1996, a period 
that saw the ratification of a peace treaty 
between Israel and Jordan and the signing of 
the Oslo accords with the Palestinians. Israel 
alone has spent about $5 billion in those years 
and the Arab states about $13 billion. All these 
figures of course do not include the purchase or 
manufacture of secret and mass-destruction 
weapons that could cost much more. They also 
do not include funds spent on the infrastructure 
or on training. 

. All this the countries of the Middle East and 
the Gulf did at the expense of their socio-eco- 
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disparities between the rich and the poor. 

This is a sad state of affairs. As long as these 
countries continue to amass conventional and 
non -conventional weapons, there is Little hope 
that peace will come to this region. As Israel, for 
example, regards its security only in territorial 
expansion and the acquisition of mass destruc- 
tion weapons, other countries will continue 
their arms build-up and purchase defensive 
weapons. 

The region is thus caught in a vicious circle of 
armament and more armament with no end in 
sight. The culprit is clear enough: The absence 
of real peace between Israel and its Arab neigh- 
bours. the lack of strong foundation for region- 
al peace and the weapon manufacturers' lust to 
sell more weapons. As HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan continuously reminds us, the region 
should not be viewed only through the triangle 
of Israel, oil and armament Armies do not 
bring in development and prosperity, but only 
destruction. If all those funds were spent on 
education and humanitarian concerns, a new 
culture of peace would have already engulfed 
us. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RaT ’s Hani Saoudi urged the government to lower 
the price of bread and w heat flour as the prices of these 
commodities have dropped on the world market. The 
bread prices should be lowered by 20 per cent for all 
citizens, thus bringing the price of a kilo to 150 fils 
down from the present 180 fils, and a kilo of flour which 
now sells for ITS Fils to 145 fils, suggested the writer. 
The present government has to admit also that the pre- 
vious government in 1996 had unjustifiably o^er-hiked 
prices and thus drew public outcries which it was 
forced to appease by offering citizens a cash subsidy 
each month. Saoudi said. He said the government 
recently bought 50.000 tonnes of American wheat for 
JDIOO a tonne, a price which allows the government to 
sell the wheat to the mills at a lower cost and to make 
a small profit. Should the government accept the idea, 
he said, it would be offering the public a great service 
and would leave a very positive economic and social 
impact on the population at a time when the economic 
situation of most citizens is General I \ on the retreat. 


A I Arab AI Yawm's Hilmi Asmar said Syria and 
Lebanon did well in refusing Israel's conditional offer 
to withdraw from southern Lebanon. The writer said 
that when the Madrid 1991 conference was convened 
the Arabs were unified in dealing with Israel and 
refused the Camp David style of separate dealings with 
the Jewish state. But when the Palestinians concluded 
the Oslo accord with Israel. Jordan followed by con- 
cluding the Wadi Araba peace treaty with the Jewish 
state, according to the writer who said the recent Israeli 
bid to withdraw from Lebanon was an attempt to deal 
with the Lebanese and the Syrians separately. Asmar 
said the Syrians and the Lebanese did not fall into the 
trap and they must have learned a lesson from what is 
happening in Palestine where Israel is negotiating tn 
withdraw" from less than 10 per cent of the occupied 
lands, disregarding the provisions of the Oslo accord. 
He said Syria has the right to link Israel's withdrawal 
from Lebanon and Syria and to have a say in this mat- 
ter because it was Syria that provided the Hizhollah 
fighters with logistic and other assistance enabling it to 
deal defeat on The Israelis in southern Lebanon. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James J. Zogby 


Ireland and the struggle 


between history and justice 


PEACE TALKS designed to resolve the conflict in 
Northern Ireland are entering a crucial phase. The major 
parties to the negotiations have set an early April dead- 
line for themselves so that an agreement, if one is 
reached, can be submitted to voters in the Republic of 
Ireland and Northern Ireland in mid-May. At stake in the 
negotiations are issues of justice, history 1 and territory 1 — 
issues with which Arabs are quite familiar. 

In many ways the Irish question parallels the Palestine 
question. In "recognition of this fact, the two peoples 
have, over the years, demonstrated solidarity with one 
another. Irish Republican manifestos in the early part of 
this century express their support for the "Arab people 
struggling against British imperialism." This has contin- 
ued up to the present day with the Irish government fre- 
quently taking strong positions in support of both 
Palestinian and Lebanese rights. 

The roots of the oppression visited upon the Irish and 
the Arabs arc similar. 

But there are differences as well. 

Long before the British introduced their brand of settler 
colonialism to Palestine, using the Zionist movement as 
their willing agents, they had imposed their regime on 
Ireland. For centuries the dominated Irish Catholic com- 
munity lived under harsh British rule. They were denied 
freedom and basic rights in their own land. On a number 
of occasions, they rebelled and were brutally subdued. 
They were imprisoned or forced into exile. Their lands 
were confiscated. 

The long and brutal history of British conquest took an 
immense toll on the land and its people. There are phys- 
ical reminders everywhere, in every part of Ireland, there 
are the remains of destroyed Irish churches, castles, and 
forts, commingling with walls and mansions built by the 
occupiers to reinforce their rule. 

The denial of Irish national and economic rights often 
had devastating human consequences. During the potato 
famine of the 1 840s. for example. Ireland lost almost ail 
of its people-over one million to starvation and another 
one million who were forced to emigrate. What is not 
widely known outside of Ireland were the genocidal 
aspects of this famine. 

Throughout the years of this "great famine" Ireland 
continued to export huge quantities of food to feed the 
British Empire. The Irish starved to death because they 
were not permitted tn eat what their land produced. All 
they were allowed was the potato — when it became 
infected bv biicht. thev starved. 

w* W m 

This history of oppression is deeply imbedded in the 
consciousness of many in Ireland today. During the cen- 
turies of British rule, the Irish repeatedly rebelled. The 
rebellion after World War i. while exacting a heavy toll, 
finally resulted in Irish independence — but not for all of - 
Ireland. The 26 counties of the south were declared the 
Republic of Ireland. The six counties of the north, in 
which lived the greatest concentration of Protestants, 
remained part of the United Kingdom. 

The dream of a united Ireland, free of British rule, con- 
tinues to dominate the political thinking of Irish nation- 
alists in both the Republic and the norrh. At the same 
time the north's Protestant majority has fervently held to 
their desire to remain British citizens connected to the 
United Kingdom. The Irish dream of a united Ireland is 
expressed in the constitution of the Republic of Ireland 
wherein articles two and three, in pan. declare that “the 
national territorv consists of the whole island of Ireland. 


its islands and territorial seas." As citizens of the north, 
the Catholic population continued to suffer discrimina- 
tion in employment, housing and politics. Their struggle 
for full civil rights paralleled their aspiration to be part of 
a unified Ireland. When these Irish nationalists, as they 
are called, rose up in demonstrations, they were brutally 
suppressed. This suppression only served to further 
embolden them. As a result for the last three decades the 
north has been a bloody battleground between some Irish 
nationalists who have waged a violent campaign against 
Britain and British forces and extremist Protestants mili- 
tias who have wreaked retribution on the Catholic com- 
munity. 

After 30 years of violence, during which time almost 
4.000 have been killed, the governments of Great Britain 
and the Republic of Ireland together with most of the 
parries of Northern Ireland embarked on peace talks to 
resolve the conflict. That talks are taking place is signif- 
icant — but after more than six months of negotiations 
deep gaps still remain between the parties. 

At issue are two conflicting ideologies with goals that 
are essentially incompatible. Both sides insist they sup- 
port a democratic outcome that supports majority rule 
and the right of “consent.” To the nationalists that is 
interpreted to mean the majority of all Irish who seek the 
unity of Ireland: to the Unionists “consent'* means the 
right of the majority in the north to determine their fate 
— which continues to link them to Britain. These are the 
views of the competing parties of the north. "The govern- 
ments of Britain and Ireland, tired of decades of conflict, 
have sought to create a compromise framework that 
would reconcile the conflicting claims. This general 
framework involves some of the following elements: 

The creation of a north-south body, presumably com- 
prised of ministers, that would have some limited author- 
ity over mainly economic matters — this is in deference 
to the nationalists who want some semblance of north- 
south unity. 

— The election of an assembly in the north — in def- 
erence to the majority unionists who want to retain their 
status. This assembly of the north will participate in an 
east-west union with other elected assemblies from the 
Republic of Ireland. Scotland. Wales and Britain. 

The Republic of Ireland will modify its constitution, 
especially articles two and three — in order to ease the 
concerns of the Unionists. Great Britain will alter its 
Government of Ireland Act, which defines British control 
over the north. Needless to say. these proposals have 
sparked an intense debate throughout the whole of 
Ireland. 

•The debate amongst the Irish-over the’requirerileirt that 
the Republic of Ireland change articles two and three is 
especially-fascinating. -Tltis-issue-fills-the-daily Irish 
press, radio call-in programmes and is the subject of a 
number of public events. The prime minister of the 
republic who is committed to this change is facing a 
rebellion from some in his own party. His position, that 
the imperative to make peace should overrule ideology, is 
tempered by his assurance that the changes he will pro- 
pose to the constitution will not do fundamental damage 
to the definition of the Irish nation. Furthermore the 
prime minister has sought to calm his supporters by 
insisting he will propose that changes be made only in 
the context of a total agreement on aJI outstanding issues. 

The prime minister has done this in response to inremal 
party pressure that maintains that changes to their consti- 


tution should only be made if the British agree to drop 
their rule over the north. Other Irish nationalists are 
deeply offended with the notion of any change at alL For 
these nationalists, both north and south, Ireland is the 
island and they refuse to accept its partition and the sub- 
sequent loss of Irish identity to any part or any people of 
the “Irish” territoty. At present, however, it appears that 
the views of the government leading to a compromise are 
supported by the majority of Irish, north and south. For 
this majority, the violence in the north has been unset- 
tling. They want it to end. They want to build their soci- 
ety and get on with their lives. As one put it “we can’t 
continue to shape our future with the dead stones of the 
pasL I would rather have the reality of peace, than the 
illusion of unity." 

Such an assertion, of course, only serves to inflame the 
ideological nationalists. While reflecting on the similari- 
ties between aspects of this Irish debate and the 
Palestinian debate over their charter and the peace 
process, it is interesting to note the differences as welL In 
the first place the Irish begin from a point where they 
control 26 counties and have a republic. In Palestine, it 
was the Jewish settlers who won. In Palestine, it is the 
Israeli state that is demanding that the occupied 
Palestinians change their charter, while no similar 
demand has been placed on the Israelis to change either 
the charters of their parties (that support Eretz Israel) or 
their racist law of return and the absentee property law 
that allows Israel to continue to dispossess Palestinians 
and Israeli Arabs of land and their rights. 

In the case of Ireland, the oppressed minority commu- 
nity of the dismembered north has, to some extent, the 
support of the state to the south. 

Because the Palestinian track has been severed from the 
other Arab tracks to the peace process, the occupied 
Palestinians stand alone in a vulnerable position, with no 
leverage. Finally the Irish have worked in recent years to 
cultivate support from the Irish American community 
which has some strong nationalist currents within it 
Despite the centrality of the U.S.-British relationship, the 
Irish American community has made inroads in U.S. pol- 
itics and created sufficient pressure requiring the admin- 
istration to balance its British policy with its Irish policy. 
This has contributed to a more or less evenhanded U.S. 
policy in the Irish peace process. 

Even if an agreement, like the one proposed by the two 
governments is accepted by the major competing parties 
in the North, it is not clear that it will bring immediate 
peace to Ireland. Nationalists will continue to aspire to 
regain their lost rights and Unionists will not easily 
"dfccept atijfmove toward Irish unity. 

The legacy of a long history. of oppression and racism 
" will continue to take its tolTon the Irish, as it continues 
to take its toll in the Middle East. The Irish, like the 
Arabs, don't easily forget their history. But. as those who 
seek peace point out, history is important But history 
can either be mastered by our actions and our determina- 
tion to create a new reality, or history can be a tyrant that 
masters us and locks us in the past The reality in Ireland, 
like the Middle East is that there are, for better or worse, 
two distinct peoples who now live in one land. Just as 
the nationalists must recognise this and accept it the 
other party must recognise that they live in an Irish sea 
and must accommodate themselves to coexistence and 
equality. History can be overcome, but only through jus- 
tice. 


Smart machines, and why we fear them 


Bv Astro Teller 


PITTSBURGH — The cultural defin- 
ition of artificial intelligence — or 
A.I.. as it is known — goes some- 
thing like this: “A.I. is the ier.ee of 
how to get machines to do the things 
they do in the movies." No wonder 
the subject makes some people ner- 
vous. 

The popular media portray artificial 
intelligence as one of the heights of 
human accomplishment, but also as 
an inevitable catalyst for the downfall 
of our species. From Frankenstein 
through HAL to “The Terminator.” 
our culture enjoys wallowing in the 
fear of our creations. 

In the real world, we see much the 

same love-hate relationship. The 

Internet enthralls un. but also makes 

us wonder if computers are devouring 

our privacy and personalities. We're 

fascinated bv whether a computer can 
■» • 

beat Gary Kasparov at chess, but 
when it does we're deluged with ner- 
vous commentary on what it oil 
means. 

These are the same understandable 
but misguided fears that, not so long 
ago, induced people to bum mid- 
wives at the stake as witches. When 
we fear the unknown and the new 
view of ourselves that naturally 
accompanies knowledge, we cicud 
our vision and block our path to 
achieving an enlightened civilisation. 

The real goal of A.I. is to build 
devices that can perceive, reason, 
learn and act at or above human per- 
formance levels. But even that defin- 
ition makes people uncomfortable. 
The most prevalent argument agair.sl 
A.I. is similjr to the popular argu- 
ment against cloning: the "don't mess 
with Mother Nature" defence. 

Unlike our fear of cloning, howev - 
er. our discomfort with A.I. stems 
from an entrenched desire in Western 
culture to believe that humanity's 
place in the world Is privileged, 
unique and superior. 

Recent successes in artificial intel- 
ligence clearly tend towards intelli- 


gent aids, not ecological competitors. 
Cars are beginning to drive them- 
selves using A.I. techniques. 
Factories now monitor themselves 
and request maintenance before 
breakdowns occur. A.I. programmes 
can act as real-time translators, medi- 
ating phone calls between people 
who don't share a language. My tele- 
v ision uses A.I. to quiet the commer- 
cials. Your VCR may well use it to 
reduce on-screen noise when playing 
a worn or damaged tape. 

But the question of when A.I pro- 
grammes will match or exceed 
human mental performance in vari- 
ous areas is a reasonable one. In some 
arenas, the answer is "today." A.I. 
machines are proving math theorems, 
sorting mail and putting paintbrush to 
canvas like the masters. 

When A.I. will clear other mental 
hurdles, notably “self-awareness." is 
a largely subjective matter. Which is 
to say that when “it" happens 
depends very much on what you 
mean by “it ” The Wright brothers* 
“Flyer” was a plane, even though it 
was missing most features of a 
Boeing 747. I make this distinction 
because people have a way of raising 
the bar as artificial intelligence 
makes progress, so that they don't 
have to admit that machines can be 
creative or intelligent. 

W hy is this so hard for us? I think 
three psychological forces have gen- 
erated our antagonistic view of an 
admittedly volatile area of science: 

Ail people are xenophobes to some 
extent. Evolution has. wiih good rea- 
son. dictated that animals will fear 
the “other." Thus we are all cautious 
of differences in ethnicity, gender, 
social class and so on. Imagine how 
magnified those fears become when a 
culture confronts something as poten- 
tially alien as an artificial intelli- 
gence. Will you trust your child with 
a robotic chauffeur, even knowing 
that, statistically, it will get into fewer 
accidents than a human driver? If not. 
isn't that a form of bigotry ? 

All people are Luddites to some 


extent. Who can blame them? A 
Luddite fears change that threatens 
job security. Bur history' has shown us 
that when some jobs disappear, oth- 
ers are created. The Luddite in us is 
often just our unwillingness to learn 
the skills required to keep up. Unlike 
xenophobia, however. Ludditism is 
caused by misunderstanding, not evo- 
lutionary necessity. 

All people are narcissists to some 
extent. Five hundred years ago. the 
Copemican revolution showed that 
Earth circles the sun. not rhe con- 
verse: people became upset that their 
world was no longer the physical cen- 
tre of the universe. Eventually most 
everyone got over it. largely because 
they still believed that humans were 
the purpose for the universe. 

Some 350 years later the Darwinian 
revolution undermined that belief: the 
universe, instead of having been cre- 
ated for Homo sapiens, actually cre- 
ated us. and very recently. But many 
of us have recovered from that shock, 
too. probably because we still believe 
that humans are the centre of the 
mental universe. 

Today. A.I. threatens one of the last 
remaining things separating us from 
the “lesser” animals. Bur we should 
have learned by now that every time 
we give up a piece of our narcissism, 
we profit as a species. 

The Copemican revolution, unset- 
tling as it was. taught us about our 
universe. Similarly, the Darwinian 
revolution taught us about our bodies. 

In the same way. building intelli- 
gent machines can teach us about our 
minds — about who we are — and 
those lessons will make our world a 
better place. To win that knowledge, 
though, our species will have to trade 
in another piece of its vanity. 


The writer is u doctoral candidate in 
A.I. at Carnegie Mellon University, is 
the author of "Exegesis." a novel 
about the emotional development of 
an artificial intelligence. This article 
is reprinted from Vie New York 
Times. 
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www. dangerousideas 


To the editor: 


I READ in the Internet {Jordan Times, March 29, I99S) 
that the director of the Press and Publications 
Department has decided to ban the entry into Jordan of 
some books which, in his learned” opinion cany “dan- 
gerous ideas! ” 

Will someone please inform those who insist on act- 
ing as Big Brother that 1984 has' long since come and 
gone and that, on the eve of the third millennium, when 
the world is becoming one global village, access to 
information can no longer be curtailed by the over- 
zealous guardians of our thought The days of the 

nanny stale are over. Ideas, per se, are never danger- 
ous unless of course the said director is afraid that, 
when these new and different ideas (regardless of their 
merit), are pitted against the established way of think - 
ing, they will show up the deficiencies and retardati on 
of established thoughts, and consequently lead to the 
abandonment of conventional beliefs which, of course 
necessarily means that established ideologies were not 
wnh keeping in the first place!! “DANGEROUS 
IDEAS as John Stewart Mills once wrote should be 
particularly welcome and encouraged in order to 
appraise the worth or otherwise of our own systems of 
beliefs. 


Dr. Kama! Tawfiq Nimn 

London 


Congratulations 


To the editor: 
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AM proud of what Jordan Times staff reporter Rana 
Husseim has achieved and has been doing by bringing 
to light the hotrible practice of honour crimes. I con- 

AwardiT ^ ^ Winnins Reebok Human Rights 

Ask what w e can do to make a better Joidan — this is 
an example of a young woman’s persistence and con- 
science, her caring about her fellow Jordanian, and the 
honour of her country. Her pen has power. Let's all fol- 
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aristocracy 
is resurrected 
from the guillotine 
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By Christine Bnhagiar 

Age nee France Presse 

•LONDON — The 
French aristocracy, long 
thought Irrevocably 
decimated by the guillo- 
tine during the French 
revolution, is suddenly 
re-emerging — in Paris, 

London, Bavaria and 
Nevada. 

Burke's Peerage, 
which traces the history 
of the world’s nobility, 
has begun selling off 
French titles which it 
has discovered lying 
dormant. Many tides, it 
found, were not heredi- 
tary but attached to 
land. Thus they survived 
the mass execution of 
heirless first-borns,' but, 
understandably at a time 
when nobles had great 
difficulty keeping their 
heads, often were not 
taken up by the new 
landowners, and in time 
were forgotten. 

But after years of 
research Burke's has 
unearthed 500 valid 
titles and esdmates there 
are a further 1,500 wait- 
ing to be discovered. 

Furthermore for a 10 per 
cent fee 

Burke’s ^ — 

will SO* 

descei 

thoraces- ° f > 

sary field, f/jg fj 
monastery 

or cha.teau retail 

to confer \ ..... . . 

the title on / . FIQu 

SOT declan 



Brooks- register 

Baker says 9 

most titles themselves in 

between the list of 

pounT French 

(jsoooo) nobility. 

£ 100.000 

pounds 

(,$164,000) although 

'‘naturally the historical 
importance of the name 
of the tide ... influences 
the price.” He cites the 
case of the artist Pablo 
Picasso, who became a 
marquis without realis- 
ing it by buying a French 
chateau. Burke’s claims 
it "feels that it is its duty 
to connect descendants 
of these lands with the 
original titles and prop- 
erty.” So far. according 


names of any of the buy- 
ers or ddes ’sold. 

“The fools S w retorted 
the French aristocracy 
support association in 
Paris, which says it has 
6,000 members in 
France and which was 
recognised by the gov- 
ernment in 1967. “A tide 
cannot be sold. These 
people are buying empty 
air. A true count or mar- 
quis would never con- 
sider them as equal.” 

The situation is little 
more muddled than that 
however. Since the rev- 
olution. all men have 
been born “free and 
equal” in France and the 
constitution of 1958 
confirmed that neither 
aristocrats nor tides 
existed. Some descen- 
dants of the head of the 
family retain the right to 
declare their lineage and 
register themselves in 
the list of French nobili- 
ty. But such elevated 
first-borns are rare 
among those who like to 
call themselves aristo- 
crats in France. Most use 
courtesy titles, which 
they apply liberally to 
all family members. 

Such 

"imposters” 
re have no 

'/onto more le S aI 

■*“' ■ cl aim to true 

aaW nf nobility 

_ U than their 

nil if Nevada 

7 cousins. It is 

the this that has 

- brought a 

TO queue to 

xi_ Burke's 


0 “77 imposters 

oome have no 

descendants S to 'S 

of the head of V«r 

the family Nevada , . 

„ cousins. It is 

retain the this that has 

7 right to queuf‘ to 

declare, ,their Md 
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register tocrac y su p- 

** pon associ- 

themselves in ation to 

.. . x admit it can 

the IlSt Of do nothing 

French 

nobility. bu B s ““ s s . 

Baker even 

offered to 
although help out former French 
e historical President Valery Gis- 
if the name card d'Estaing, whose 
. influences father was bom plain 
le cites the Edmund Giscard and 
mist Pablo who, according to 
i became a Burke’s, appropriated 
tout realis- without permission the 
ng a French title of Count d’Estaing, 
ke’s claims a famous French admiral 
it is its duty with whom he discov- 
iescendants ered a distant relation- 
ls with the ship. 

; and prop- “Had Burke’s Peerage 
, according been involved, we could 


to the location of buyers have orchestrated the 
of the 50 tftles sold by ' transfer of an alternative 
Burke’s, many descen- tide and thus saved the 


dants of the French aris- 
tocracy have emerged 
scattered across the 
United States. 

Blue-bloods possessed 
of a little more sang- 
froid have also revealed 
themselves in Germany 
and Britain, where a sig- 
nificant number of titles 
go to existing aristocrats 
reclaiming their right to 
a flavour of the exotic, 
and even biding out all 
these years in France. 

Burke’s says client 
confidentiality prohibits 
it from revealing the 


president from tbe acute 
embarrassment which 
still plagues him today,” 
said Brooks-Baker 
recalling how former 
British Premier Margaret 
Thatcher once dismissed 
him as tbe “false count.” 
A spokesman for 
Thatcher diplomatically 
failed to remember tbe 
incident, insisting the 
newly annointed 

baroness Thatcher would 
□ever insult a fellow 
noble in such a way, “at 
least not in public any- 
way. 


Where to ao this weekend 

Downtown Amman 


a walking tour 


By Richard Tanner 

Special to the Jordan Times 

HEAD DOWNTOWN, for 
Jebel Hussein's Walid 
Street. At the final traffic 
light, turn right to pass 
beside the park below the 
massive north wall of A1 
Qalaa.' the Citadel. Follow 
the road and walls round, 
right and right to park in 
front of the museum. Try 
to collect a guide- 
brochure, designed by 
Amman Baccalaureate 
School students with Dept 
of Antiquities help, to 
explore some of the finest 
Umayyad architecture still 
surviving. The Assembly 
Hal], under Spanish 
restoration, is tbe most 
magnificent of these mon- 
umental buildings, erected 
between 660 and 750 AD 
when Amman was the 
regional centre. Severely 
damaged by the 747 AD 
earthquake and never 
rebuilt as the Abbasids 
moved the Caliphate from 
Damascus to Baghdad, Al 
Qalaa' and its town in the 
valley below fell into 
1,150 years of decline. 

After visiting the muse- 
um, small and crowded 
with spectacular local 
finds, soon to be rehoused 
in more appropriate sur- 
roundings. find the Roman 
Temple of Hercules, partly 
rebuilt with USAID. Imag- 
ine its dominance of the 
town below, renamed 
Philadelphia by the 
Ptolemies, growing as a 
trading city of the Decapo- 
lis after Trajan’s colonisa- 
tion of Arabia. Trajan's 
Via Nova, built from Dam- 
ascus to Aqaba in 106 AD, 
ensured the development 
of Philadelphia. Look 
down on the Forum, 
backed by the great theatre 
11 .^ilk.d^praaUer,QdfipQ,.Qq ; ... 
another side, and follow 
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the curve of the valley 
right to the nyraphaeum. 

Beside the southern gate 
are steps (RHS) down 
through the old Circassian 
houses, built after their 
resettlement by the Turks 
in the 1880s. Turn left 
when you reach the road 
and descend for a great 
view over the theatre by 
the elbow where you 
sharply right, left again 
and reach Hashimi Street 
at the bottom. Cross with 
care, remembering Sell 
- Am beneath ypu, and. r 

enter the open space with a 


pleasant coffee house 
(LHS). Continue left for 
the beautifully restored 
Odeon where music and 
debate flourished in the 
prosperous Second Centu- 
ry A D. 

Pass through the pillars 
remaining from this great 
colonnaded square to enter 
the theatre. Built into the 
hillside around 170 AD. it 
accommodated 6000 spec- 
tators and is sometimes 
used for performances 
today. Seats on the wings 
; are carried on great vaults, 
viewed from inside the 


two museums, each of 
which is well worth a visit 
— costumes and mosaics. 

Continue left into the 
busy Quraysh Street where 
the back of the 
nymphaeum appears 
(RHSi. Whai you see is the 
wall backing onto the 
river. later fortified bv tbe 

v 

Umavyads, but to see the 
fountain area circle round 
to the right. Current exca- 
vations reveal a three- 
storey structure, the low-est 
well below street level, 
over a tributary stream 
now dry. Sixty-eight 


metres long, the central 
apse is flanked by angled 
w'alis with niches, once a 
spectacular sight from the 
Decumanus or main street 
(roughly where King Talal 
Street lies) across another 
great paved space. “Quar- 
ried” by stone house 
builders a century ago, the 
nymphaeum awaits full 
restoration. 

Pass by the Al Husseini 
Mosque, built in the 1920s 
to commemorate the new 
capital of Transjordan, and 
onto King Feisal Street- 
over ..the route of the 


Cardo, past the gold souk 
fRHS) and cross by the 
post office to ascend Jebel 
Luweibdeh for Darat Al- 
Funun. This splendid stone 
house, used by Peake 
Pasha in the 1940s. has its 
rooms around a covered 
hallway, with services at 
the back and storage 
below. Preserved by the 
Shoman Foundation as an 
arts centre, visitors can 
enjoy the style of pre-1948 
Amman living and the 
work of Jordanian artists. 

The garden contains the 
remains of a Byzantime 
church covering a cave 
from an earlier religion — 
see the niches — used lat- 
terly by Circassians (blue 
paint). 

Enjoy the skyline views 
of Al Qalaa' as you wander 
down and up the wadi sep- 
arating it from Jebel 
Luweibdeh. 

Steps lead down to King 
Hussein Street below 
Luzmila Hospital and, by 
the new tunnel entrance, 
up towards the small park. 
Find the ancient well, 
whose steps once led down 
to the fortress' water sup- 
ply, ancient well and fur- 
ther on a large cistern 
carved into the rock. 
Notice, as you pass along 
the walls, the large square- 
cut stones of the Romans 
above less regular Hel- 
lenistic and most irregular 
Ammonite (Iron Age) 
stone walls at the base, 
with Mamiuke patching 
higher up. 

Imagine, as you return to 
your car. what Bronze and 
Iron Age remains lie cov- 
ered by the Roman- 
Umayyad structures 
above. 
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New trends in Palestinian performing arts broach 

the ‘unbroachable’ 


By Dima Ham dan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN - Palestinian artists in general will 
tell you they have faced an uphill struggle in 
attempting to create a theatre and cinema 
movement 

Yet despite the strenuous political condi- 
tions and lack of resources, they have man- 
aged to shift towards exposing their experi- 
ence in other ways. 

Still, these new trends have not always been 
understood by the public, particularly as clas- 
sic themes have been replaced with issues 
never before broached prior to the Palestinian- 
Israeli Oslo peace accords and the birth of the 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA), now 
ruling the Gaia Strip and pails of the West 
Bank. 

According to renowned Palestinian actor 
Mohammad Al Bakri, who is currently per- 
forming in the 5th Annual Theatre Festival, 
the play "The Virgin and Death” has stirred a 
wave of reactions from critics in Amman. 
Some have slammed it for focusing on 
“minor” issues, saying priority should have 
been given to the “main” cause or enemy in 
the Palestinian struggle. 

The play deals with tbe issue of Palestinian 
collaborators who assisted Israel in conduct- 
ing interrogations during the ‘‘Intifada,” and 
committed “ferocious” crimes against other 
Palestinians. 

The play also touches on other issues, such 
as chauvinism towards women and the disre- 
gard of women’s rights. 

“In “The Virgin and Death." says Mr. Bakri, 
“we deal with a trilogy; the victim, the crimi- 




Palestinian actor Mohammad Al Bakri in a scene from ‘The Ossimist’ (photo by 
Mel Brickman) 


nal and the law. There is also a feminist 
approach these days. 1 believe it’s lime we had 
the courage to finally admit that we're unjust 
to our women and daughters and sisters." 

Mr. Bakri plays the role of Jawad Bader, a 
lawyer who defends human rights, but treats 
his wife, who was tortured and raped during 
the intifada, as if she was the one who inflict- 
ed all these crimes upon herself. 

“We need to help ourselves before we deal 
with the enemy. The enemy is there, that’s a 
fact and we know it, but there ore also enemies 


among us and we must deal with them.” Mr. 
Bakri says of the intertwined themes in The 
Virgin and Death. 

"The Ovsinust,” another play in perfor- 
mance at the festival, appeared to satisfy the 
critics' demanded. It is a classic tales about 
the weak and cowardly Sa'ed Abu Ai Nahs. 
Tom between his sense of loss and exploita- 
tion and the promises of the Jews to return his 
beloved and grant him a dignified life. 
“Sa’ed - is compelled to collaborate and show 1 
loyalty to the Jews by all means, until 1967, 


when he becomes insane. 

Mr. Bakri, captured the audience with a pro- 
found. heart-felt and spontaneous perfor- 
mance during the two-hour monodrama, a sin- 
cere animation of complex mixture of black 
comedy and grief embodied in Mr. Emile's 
novel. 

At 44. Mr. Bakri has performed for 20 years 
both in the theatre and in films. He is a mem- 
ber of the Palestinian “Al Qasaba" theatre 
group which is presenting “The Virgin and 
Death" and “The Ossimist” in Amm an. 

Mr. Bakri 's cinematic portfolio includes 
working with prominent directors such as 
Costa Gavras in “Hanna K” Rasheed 
Masharawi (Palestinian) in “Haifa” and 
Michel Khleifi (Palestinian) in “A tale of the 
three jewels. “ 

He has also taken part in two Israeli left- 
wing films; “Behind Bars” a controversial 
story which tackles Palestinian suffering in 
Israeli jails and “Cup Final," a movie focus- 
ing on Israel's 19S2 invasion into Lebanon. 
"Behind Bars” was nominated as best foreign 
film for the 1 984 Academy Awards. 

Mr. Bakri is currently preparing for a docu- 
mentary on the occasion of Israel’s 50ih 
anniversary which he calls “the 50th anniver- 
sary of our slumber.” He hopes to release it 
this summer. 

Mr. Bakri, who in Amman is making his 
second debut in an Arab country after Egypt, 
holds an Israeli passport. He has two wishes: 
‘The first one is to be able to travel in the Arab 
World without a passport and the second one 
is for ray first wish to come true.” 

The 5th Annual Theatre Festival opened in 
Amman last week. 
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Netanyahu promises to support settlers as Ross arrives back home empty-handed Bashir expected to sign Sudanese 
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blamed, both sides equal- 
ly for the stalemate. 

“This is an attempt to 
cover the fact that 
Netanyahu’s policies are 
the reason for the danger- 
ous crisis on all tracks of 
the peace process,” he 
said. 

“This is no time to play 
infantile * games,” added 
Ahmad Tibi, a close advi- 
sor of Mr. Arafat “The 
Americans must remain 
in the picture because tbe 
United States is the only 
power capable of playing 
an active role in reviving 
the peace process.” 

The Palestinian offi- 


cials also accused Mr. 

■ Ross Tuesday of bowing 
to Israeli intransigence 
during his larest, fruitless 
effort to break the dead- 
lock in tbe peace process. 

“Ross thought it was 
possible to bring an 
American [peace] initia- 
tive to a successful con- 
clusion without putting 
pressure on Israel and 
this is impossible” said 
Nabil Shaath, a member 
of the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority cabinet. 

“Ross didn’t present the 
U.S. ideas in the form of 
a clear plan or package, 
he presented everything 
piece-by-piece, it’s his 
usual style and its aim is 


to help Netanyahu,” said 
Mr. Asfour. 

“Some of the ideas pre- 
sented by Ross were dif- 
ferent from Netanyahu's 
only in form, in content 
they were the same,” Mr. 
Asfour told AFP. 

While the administra- 
tion may win some 
reprieve, diplomatic 
sources said such an 
option would deal a 
severe blow to Washing- 
ton’s standing in the Arab 
World — a consequence 
that King Hnssein made 
clear to Mr. Clinton dur- 
ing their March 19 meet- 
ing. 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
rejected a U.S. proposal 


to pull back from 13.1 
per cent of the West 
Bank, and accused the 
Palestinians of failing to 
do enough to fight terror- 
ism. 

“We will not accept the 
equation of land in return 
for nothing, or land in 
return for terror,” he said. 
“Thai will not work. We 
have given lands to the 
Palestinian Authority, but 
instead of bearing peace, 
it bore terror.” Palestin- 
ian police, meanwhile, 
rounded up several sup- 
porters of tbe Islamist 
group Hamas for ques- 
tioning about the explo- 
sion of a car reportedly 
rigged with 50 kilos with 


TNT. 

Israeli media, quoting 
Israeli security officials, 
say the car apparently 
was to be used in an 
attack in Israel. It explod- 
ed Sunday in an industri- 
al zone of the West Bank 
town of Ramailah, killing 
one Palestinian. 

Mr. Bar-fiian said Mr. 

Netanvahu had “flatlv 

* ■ 

rejected” an American 
proposal for Israel to 
withdraw its troops from 
an additional 1 3 per cent 
of the West Bank, and 
added that Israel had 
made no counter-propos- 
al. 


constitution in late June 


KHARTOUM (.AFP I — Presi- 
dent Omar Al Bashir will sign 
Sudan's new constitution on 
June 30. the ninth anniversary of 
the bloodless coup in which he 
seized power, officials said Tues- 
day. 

National Assembly Speaker 
Ha*san Abdullah Al Tourabi 
obtained Gen. Bashir's approval 
of the draft constitution on Mon- 
day. state television reported. 

On Tuesday. Mr. Tourabi is to 

announce Gen. Bashir’s approval 

to parliament, which passed the 

draft cm Saturday after more than 

• 

three weeks of deliberations. 

The endorsement was unani- 
mous except for one ambiguous- 


ly worded article providing for 
political association, which was 
adopted by 261 votes for, 26 
against and 1 1 abstentions. 

The clause was highly con- 
tentious in a country gripped by 
more than 15 years of civil war 
over Khanoum's Islamist domi- 
nation of the mainJv animist and 

* 

Christian south, which has cost at 
least one million lives. 

It left the question of multipar- 
ty politics largely unanswered, 
with the Islamist-backed junta in 
Khartoum indicating that plural- 
ism would be allowed within an 
all-embracing Islamic frame- 
work. 

At a meeting on Wednesday. 


the national assembly is to hand 
over the draft basic law to the 
chairman of the General Elec- 
tions Commission, Abdul 
Munim .Al Zein Al Nahas, who is 
to organise a plebiscite on (he 
constitution. 

Mr. Nahas sad in a press state- 
ment that polling on the draft 
constitution would begin in late 
April or early May so that it will 
be available for Gen. Bashir’s 
signature by June 30. 

He explained that Sudan's 
some 10 million registered voters 
would be required to cast either a 
green card for approval or a red 
card for disapproval of the draft 
constitution. 
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Badran: Multinational investors show 


interest to invest millions in Irbid ’s QIZ 


Syria puts into 

circulation 

new 1,000 


pound note 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Arab and For- 
eign investors are flooding 
the 30-day-old Qualifying 
industrial Zone (QIZ) in the 
northern city of Irbid to 
grab what officials term “a 
unique opportunity" of 
enjoying duty free access to 
U.S. markets with no recip- 
rocal benefits. 

With less than a month 
after the official designa- 
tion of the QIZ, “heavy 
weight" indi: .trial isi.s have 
shown unexpected interest 
in investing millions of dol- 
lars in Jordan, which for 
>cars has suffered from 
lack of direct foreign 
in\estments. officials said. 

According to Investment 
Promotion Corporation 
tlPCj figures, overall local 
and foreign investments 
totalled JD 34S million in 
1996. In 1997. local and 
foreign investments 

amounted to JD 379 mil- 
lion. 

“Multinational investors 


she 


based in the United States, 
in Italy, at the Jebal Alt 
industrial zone in Dubai 
and elsewhere have come 
to Jordan with an interest to 
invest [millions of dollars! 
at the QIZ." 1PC Deputy 
Director General Reem 
Badran told the Jordan 
Times Tuesday. 

However, she 

acknowledged that it would 
be difficult to accommodate 
all these potential invest- 
ments in the limited-space 
zone, set to undergo a 200- 
dunum expansion before 
the end of this year. 

But this, she indicated, 
would not be adequate to 
house them all. Ms. Badran 
added, hence, new indus- 
tries w hich meet QIZ eligi- 
bility requirements, could 
request designation of sub- 
QIZs. or plants set outside 
the current zone. 

Jordan and Israel, in the 
presence of U.S. Secretary 
of Slate Madeleine 
Albright, signed the QIZ 
agreement during the Mid- 
dle East and North Africa 


economic conference in 
Doha last November. 

Under the deal. Jordanian 
and Israeli manufacturers 
should each contribute an 
input of at least 11.7 per 
cent from the minimum 33 
per cent content required 
under the Legislation and 
Proclamation for duty free 
treatment in the U.S. 

Both manufacturers could 
also resort to another sce- 
nario with each contribut- 
ing 20 per cent of the total 
cost of production, exclud- 
ing profits. 

According to officials, the 
QIZ status aJIows investors 
to import the remaining 65 
per cent input from any- 
where in the world. 

According to local busi- 
nessmen. the QIZ has not 
succeeded in generating 
much interest from many 
Jordanian industrialists 
who remain opposed to the 
1994 peace treaty with 
Israel. 

Bilateral trade levels 
between Jordan and Israel 
did not exceed S35 million 


in 1997. 

To ease foreign investors' 
fears of Jordanian bureau- 
cracy and red tape proce- 
dures. the IPC is about to 
finalise a road map study 
that will review adminis- 
trative procedures govern- 
ing investments in the 


tourism and manufacturing 


sectors, said Ms. Badran. 

“We will document all 
information [relating to the 
procedures that each 
investor has to go through 
before setting up a business 
in Jordan], then w-e will see 
how we can reduce these 
procedures as much as pos- 
sible." she added. 

The Stanford Research 
Institute (SRI) has rated 
Jordan's investment climate 
as one of the most advanced 
in the region. 

Non-Jordanian investors 
can have full equity owner- 
ship in all sectors, except in 
construction, mining and 
commercial services sector. 
In these areas, foreisn own- 
ership may not exceed 50 
per cent. 


But according to John 
Mathieson, SRI Director of 
Economic Practice, govern- 
ment bureaucracy and red 
tape procedures have been 
cited by many investors as 
obstacles hindering the 
smooth ■ establishment and 
operation of a business in 
Jordan. 

Mr. Maihieson was 
speaking at a seminar held 
last month by the IPC and 
the United States Agency 
for International Develop- 
ment (USAID) to assess 
Jordan's commercial poli- 
cy- 

In her address to the sem- 
inar. Ms. Badran said the 
IPC in collaboration with 
the World Bank, have con- 
cluded the formulation of a 
National Investment Pro- 
motion Strategy featuring 
professional services ren- 
dered to investors through 
its one-stop-service pro- 
gramme. 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Syria's central bank has 
started putting into circula- 
tion the country's new 1. 000 
pound notes, worth about 
$19 at the free- market rate, 
the official daily A1 Baaih 
reported Tuesday. 

The newspaper said that 
new 200 pound notes are 
also to be put into circulation 
during the coming months. 

Both new bills are to go 
into circulation progressive- 
ly. in quantities replacing 
equal sums of smaller notes, 
so that “there will be no 
impact on the buying power 
of the Syrian pound,” the 
paper said. 

The face of the new green- 
coloured 1,000 pound note 
bears a portrait of Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad. It 
also bears a replica of Arab 
money put into circulation in 
the year 77 of the Muslim 
lunar calendar. 

The reverse side of the 
1,000 pound note bears sym- 
bols of “economic 
progress,” the paper said. 


Computer show exhibits new services to the Kingdom 


By .Ahmed Naser 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Ultra-fast 


bandwidth, video trans- 
mission through the Web 
and an Internet skills train- 
ing centre were presented 


by Internet service 
providers c ISPs » at the 
American Computer 
Show, opened by HRH 
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Enjoy your Eid with the Fabulous 
View of Petra Rockv Mountains at: 

ml 

JD 54, 000 per single room per night. 

JD 72, 000 per double room per night. 


Prince Abdullah yesterday. 

Global One. which 
recently upgraded its Inter- 
net connection to 1.5 MB 
per second — three times 
the previous speed — 
introduced Zak-Net. a ser- 
vice that enables rapid 
download speeds via satel- 
lite. by giving an actual- 
time (streaming) video 
demo of Web-based CNN 
broadcasts. 

"The service is targeted 
toward corporate users and 
heavy Internet surfers." 
said Imad Ayoub. Global's 
general manager. Initial 
costs for the set-up of the 
service, which requires a 
satellite dish. include 
JD250 for equipment and a 
monthlv subscription of 
JD36 for ISO MB of traf- 
fic. 

However, the service 
does not allow upload to 
the Internet, as the 

Jordan Telecommunica- 
tions Company has a 
monopoly on international 
circuits until Dec. 31, 2002. 


Mr. Ayoub said Global 
sold its first 30 Zak-Net 
subscriptions three weeks 
ago. Jordan’s leading ISP, 
which has around 5,000 
subscribers, has been test- 
ing this service since last 
September. 

National Equipment and 
Technical Services 

(NETS) announced the 
launch of a “high-end 
hands on" Web proficiency 
training centre and adver- 
tising on its home page at 
www.nets.com.jo. 

Asked whether Jordan's 
largest Bulletin Board Ser- 
vice (BBS) planned to 
upgrade its connection. 
Marwan Juma. NETS' 
general manager, said 
“such a move was-under 
way." 

Moreover. -NETS,’ which 
according to Mr. Juma has 
1.600 Internet subscribers 
as part of its 3,500 BBS 
users, plans to increase the 
number of its available 
phonelines. 

JoinNeL an ISP set to 


join the market next 
month, is sponsoring a 
demo Internet cafe at 
Radisson SAS Ambas- 
sador Hall. 

“'We are here to introduce 
ourselves and show people 
what we have,” said Tareq 
Abdul Latt, JoinNet's gen- 
eral manager. 

FirstNet. the first to 
introduce local dial-ups in 
Irbid and Zarqa. is only 
offering promotional deals 
for fair visitors, said Ziad 
Masri, assistant marketing 
manager. Global and 
NETS are also offering 
promotional deals on the 
occasion of the computer 
show. 

FirstNet, which" s'taHed 
offering lease-lines in the 
go ve morales last month, 
has a total of around 500 
subscribers, said Mr. 
Masri. Index, the King- 
dom's fourth currently 
operating ISP, was absent 
from the expo. 


Including lax. service charge. Breakfast, 
it BBQ Dinner at the Nabatean Cave. 


Children under 12 years old sharing their parents room 
Extra bed will be free of charge plus 50% discount on meals. 


2 fully furnished top roof & ground floor apartments with 
independent utilities, telephone, satellite. Located in the 
best area of West Amman. 


orum 


JORDAN 

TIMES 


3 rd night mill be complimentary room only . 


fields 


y E .T -Q A. 


For reservation TeL: 03 21 56266. Far 03 2156977 


Video camera Sony Handycam CCD-F450 E + Samsung 
Microwave M 6146 + Panasonic Fax Machine Fx 110 + 
Electrical Kitchen Appliances + Furniture. 

For more information call Tel.: 

, 5923894 or Mobile: 079 61 224. ; 


5684311- 

5699634 


THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


Peanuts 


ACROSS 
1 A Baldwin 
5 Stable 
youngster 
9 Ball's partner 

14 avis 

15 Region 

16 Neutral shade 

17 Be loo form ally 
attired 

19 Formed a row 

20 Silver Medallist 
of US one-two 
finish 

22 Chekhov or 
Bruckner 

23 Mr. Celsius 
27 Gold-Medal 

skier 

32 Cruces, NM 

35 Beauty parlor 

36 Heart artery 

37 Sets sights 
39 Stair element 

41 Zadoraand 
others 

42 Made an effort 
44 Author of 

"Dead Souls' 

46 N.T. book 

47 Double Gold- 
Medal skier 

50 Inuir 

51 Liflfesf laddie 
55 Gold Medallist 

of US one-two 
finish 

60 Wyman movie 

63 Very 
satisfactory 

64 Got up 

65 First name of 
9A 

66 Half a fortnight 

67 Opposing sides 

68 Ham radio 
operator 

69 Shrink time? 


1 
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REMIND ME 
^ANYWAY 



THIS SAME TODAY 
IS VERY IMPORTANT ! 


THANKS FOR 
REMINDING ME.' 
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Andy Capp 


By Bernice Gordon 
Philadelphia, PA 


DOWN 

1 Cooking smell 

2 'Alice' star 

3 Standing 

4 Waitress on 
roller skates 

5 Jung of 
psychology 

6 Hurler 
Hershiser 

7 -majesty 


8 Tedious 
undertaking 

9 Centennial 
Olympics at/ 

10 Water fait? 

11 Sister 

12 Monkey 

13 Last letter, in 
London 

18 Patron saint ol 
Paris 

21 Existed 

24 Uncanny 

25 Knock lightly 
again 

26 Secret store 

23 Vehicle 

29 True up 

30 Buddies' 

31 White Sea bay 

32 Machine-shop 
machine 

33 Buenos _ 

34 Knowing smite 

39 Arabic or 
Hebrew 
customs 

40 King of France 

43 Impairments 

45 and Clark 
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Mutt’n’Jeff 


CENT 


MwecrcAH 


46 Scandinavian 
country: abbr. 

49 Maintains one's 
subscription 

52 Lauder of 
cosmeiics 

53 Overcast and 
Uue.e.g. 

54 Clicking sounds 


56 Aussie rockers 

57 Leopokf s 
cohort 

58 _dbot 

59 Two of a kind 

60 Used chairs 

61 Valuable vem 

62 Scarf of 
feathers 
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R, Jindja C. Black, Tribune Mafia Servicis^b 

1 — — _ ; 7;£&sjm 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) tf yop;fcc8K^ 
right now, you could linfc up a fabolou^ ^pq^ 
The only problem is that wo re 
cossiping with your friends. Well, see if xemp 
anything in the gossip that will help ytw^^kg 

work. . xX-SCMm 




TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20; Be car^.|gp 

April Fool's Day joke will be on you. 

risky investment, but do watch for a chanoe:||ra^ 

more money in. The opportunities will 

but some wiU only be there for an lnstaniEgy^ ^ 

tion. 

- 'Vi* e 




GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Are yod-iffi®^ 
about moving? You couldn’t find a day 
energy level. You’ll do the job of three .or fo*%Eggp; 
and if you can get three or four people to 
whole procedure will be even more fun. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Somebody 

you to do something and you don't know 

good news is that you can learn, and if you d^-if ygy. 

lead to future success. So stop arguing 

studying. This will turn out to be more 

thought it would be. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You have sttSiii,- 
power, enthusiasm and a quick wits. Money cauJo^j 
coming in, too. If you don’t have a partoerriffifli- 
about enrolling somebody in your project.; 
going to be very good at explaining what you r wajaL$o- 
the rest ought to be easy. *; 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22)You-’re ngj^ia. 
the middle of all the confusion today. You can’fcpFflS. 
any thin g to stay the saine for more than about 3^s6c T 
onds. It's important for you to take time this nwimag 
to assess the situation and decide on a plan of^tctintL. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Today ft ntighr 
be almost impossible for you to sit still. You wanttd 
wander off to distant Diaces. If vou can’t go in PersoiL 


wander off to distant places. If you can’t go in person^ 
at least you can make a few phone calls. Yon- might 
even be able to set up something for this weekend^’. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) There are 
lots of changes going on. It looks like they're going. to 
affect your money, your love life and your friends.. 
That ought to be enough to pique your interest; If 
you're confused, an analytical friend can help you 
make order out of chaos. 


SAGITTARIUS:- (.November 22 tQ December 21) 
You're dynamic, good looking and lucky. A situation 
that seems to be beyond your control is propelling 
you to success. You're being urged to manifest your 
natural talents in a way that will serve others.. Go 
ahead and take the leap. 


CAPRJG.GJ^:?<©eoecabor!22..tp dust 

when you iJjnunk ^ something's done,! you'll notice the 
address' fs~r^dng r *ori someth ing.ejje opt. jlusC 

look at today as a learning experience. It could aeon 
ally turn out to be rather funny. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Love’s in 
your heart, and money’s burning a hole in your pock- 
et. This could be a dangerous combination. If you 
wait until tomorrow evening to go shopping, it might 
not be quite a romantic, but you'd probably s&ve quite 
a bit of cash. ■ 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Therc> are 
changes going on and many of them affect o^jYou 
may even be experiencing a shift in how||forree 
yourself. This will all turn out for the best^^ough 
that might seem difficult to believe for the^ moment. 




Birthstone of April: Diamond — 






THE BETTER HALF. By GiasMvxn 
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“When I was little, I had an imaginary 
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friend. I saw him again the other day 
and he tried to sell me insurance." 
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Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 

Murad blasts civil and military consumer 
corporations for harming private sector activity 


** DESPITE TWO letters sent by the 
minister of industry, trade and supply to 
the civil and military consumer corpora- 
tions to restrict their services to beneficia- 
ries, officials at the two markets did not 
abide by die request of the minis ter and 
the situation remains' the same, according 
to Haidar Murad, president of the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Murad said the government mea- 
sures do not prevent violations, as any 
person can soil shop at any of the markets 
of the two corporations. He appealed to 
the government to stop the violations, 
especially at the military consumer corpo- 
ration, where all citizens, not only civil 
service and military personnel, can obtain 
all goods and products available there. 

“This is harming the commercial sector 
in Jordan, especially during this period 
that precedes the 4 Eid A1 Adha,” Mr. 
Murad indicated, noting that the two cor- 
porations are selling all kinds of consum- 
able and luxury products as well' as 
clothes. He said that the complaints of 
clothing merchants have increased 
because the corporations are reducing 
prices on clothings and even announcing 
the price reductions in local newspapers. 

He explained that the cost of imports by 
private sector merchants is high and, after 
paying customs and taxes, the prices of 
their products increase and are no longer 
competitive with those products sold at 
the corporations. Mr. Muad saw it as 
totally unfair when the two corporations 
import large quantities of goods at 
reduced prices and without paying any 
customs and fees on such goods, which 
end up being sold to consumers, most of 


whom are financially capable and nor 
beneficiaries (civil servants and military 
personnel). 

The private commercial sector cannot 
tolerate the continuation of this situation 
especially at the military consumer corpo- 
ration's market at Bayader Wadi A1 Seer 
where anybody can go in there and buy 
what he (she) wants ” the chamber's pres- 
ident stressed, adding that he Federation 
of the Chamber of Commerce and the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce were 
receiving an increasing number of com- 
plaints from merchants who have been 
greatly hurt by this matter. 

Mr. Murad echoed the worries of many 
traders who fear that their businesses 
would collapse if the situation continues 
as it is. He appealed to the prime minister 
and the minister of industry, trade and 
supply to issue clear instructions to stop 
this phenomenon which negatively affects 
the commercial sector and the investment 
climate in the Kingdom. 

The chamber’s president saw the market 
liberalisation and economic openness as 
well the greater role that the government 
wants for the private secror incompatible 
with the two corporations continuing their 
operations and providing subsidised 
goods to people who do not qualify as 
beneficiaries. He indicated that even 
some industrialists are being faced by 
unfair competition from the two corpora- 
tions. 

Mr. Murad concluded by emphasising 
that recession was still prevailing and that 
the anticipated shopping activity for “Eid 
A1 Adha has not materialised (A1 Dus- 
tour). 
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French delegation clinches 
JD0.7m of business deals 
before leaving Jordan 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — A French del- 
egation from the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry of 
Paris concluded a week-long 
visit to Jordan on Tuesday 
by clinching a minimum of 
JD700.000 worth of poten- 
tial business deals. 

'The reason behind the 
visit was to develop business 
relations between French 
and Jordanian companies.” 
said Mohammad Benhima. 
head of the delegation. 

During their stay in Jor- 
dan. the delegation met with 
members of the Federation 
of the Jordanian Chambers 
of Commerce, and the 
Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

Four sectors were repre- 
sented in the delegation. 
Those producing luxury 
goods, as well as the indus- 
trial. cosmetics, and elec- 
tronic sectors. Mr. Benhima 
told the Jordan limes on the 
eve of his departure that a 
preliminary study had been 
conducted in Jordan to see 
which sort of French items 
could be marketed in the 
Kingdom. 

"The economic and com- 
mercial section at the French 
Embassy in Amman provid- 
ed us with necessary infor- 
mation pertaining to the sec- 
tors that could be of interest 


to Jordanian enterprises,” 
Mr. Benhima said. 

According to Christian 
Ponsot. economic and com- 
mercial councillor at the 
French Embassy in Amman 
the volume of French 
exports to Jordan amount to 
JD 2 million annually. 

This year, the French gov- 
ernment is putting particular 
importance on promoting 
three of its sectors in Jordan: 
Agronomy, tourism and 
hotels, and the medical sec- 
ror. 

“This visit was important 
in promoting an environ- 
ment of confidence between 
French medium and small 
business enterprises and 
their Jordanian counter- 
parts,” said Mr. Ponsot. 

He stressed that confi- 
dence building was very 
essential in developing busi- 
ness relations between any 
two parties. For this reason, 
he said, many visits have 
been made by French enter- 
prises to Jordan to study 
potential business ventures 
here. 

On the same token a Jor- 
danian business delegation 
is expected to visit France in 
May to investigate possible 
ventures in tourism, hotels, 
and agronomy. 


Unions demand proposed law 
on private funds be withdrawn 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Hines 

AMMAN — Representa- 
tives of professional and 
trade unions Tuesday reiter- 
ated their rejection to a gov- 
ernment draft law to “con- 
trol” the saving and pension 
funds and demanded a with- 
drawal of the proposed law. 

“There is a prescribed 
government policy to con- 
fiscate our savings and put 
them under their surveil- 
lance” said -Husni Abu 
Ghaidah, president of the 
powerful Jordan Engineers 
.Association (JEA). 

"There is a consensus 
among the concerned par- 
ties to reject the draft law” 
Mr. Abu Ghaidah told a 
gathering of more than 40 
participants attending a 
seminar held at the Profes- 
sional Unions Compound to 
discuss the proposed gov- 
ernment law. 

Last month, the govern- 
ment announced a draft law 
to regulate the private sec- 
tor's saving and pension 
funds which are estimated 
at more than JD250 million 
and cover more than 
1 50.000 members. 

The proposed law, which 
drew an uproar from SO sav- 
ings and pension funds, 
stipulates several restraints 
over these funds and impos- 
es income tax over these 


funds, which are now 
exempted from any tax. 

Many saving funds have 
opted for liquidation and for 
distributing the savings 
among their members. 

The Arab Bank, the King- 
dom's largest financial 
institution, has already dis- 
solved its saving fund 
which amounted to JD30 
million, most of which were 
invested in shares at the 

Amman Financial Market 

(AFMl. 

Mr. Abu Ghaidah said the 
JEA would face financial 

and political difficulties if it 
decides to liquidate its pen- 
sion fund which amounts to 
more than JD70 million and 
covers more than 40,000 
members. 

He added that several 
thousands of the members 
living in the Palestinian 
self-rule areas are still con- 
sidered members in the JEA 
despite the 1 98S disengage- 
ment of the West Bank from 
Jordan. 

Mr. Abu Ghaidah denied 
that the professional unions 
were incurring losses from 
investments they made from 
their saving and pension 
funds. 

“We support the regula- 
tion of these funds. But it 
should not be by the gov- 
ernment. The control should 
be from specialised persons 
from within the profession- 


al unions," he stressed. 

Deputy president of the 
Bar Association. Samir 
Khirfan, charged that the 
proposed law was formulat- 
ed upon instructions from 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) which super- 
vises the Kingdom’s eco- 
nomic restructuring pro- 
gramme. 

Mr. Khirfan said the draft 
law was contradictory to the 
individuals' freedoms “that 
consider these funds as per- 
sonal savings that should 
not be confiscated." 

“No party whatsoever has 
the right to put its grip on 
these funds or confiscate 
them... This draft law has 
created tension and fears 
among more than 150.000 
members of these funds," 
Mr. Khirfan added. 

Deputy chairman of the 
saving fund of the Jordan 
Electricity Company. 
Mohammad Al Say id, 

described the proposed law 
as a “weapon of mass 
destruction which will elim- 
inate what ever (money) 
remained in the hands of the 
working class, which repre- 
sents 20 per cent of the pop- 
ulation.” 

“How can the bloated 
government control or regu- 
late funds when it has 
failed to secure any success 
for public sector firms." 
Mr. Sayid said. 
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Oil prices 
drop 


LONDON (AFP) — An 
accord by the OPEC oil group 
to cut production by 1 245 mil- 
lion barrels a day in a bid to 
push up prices from a nine-year 
low failed to light up the crude 
market in London Tuesday. 

“The market speaks with one 
voice and it’s the voice of dis- 
appointment.” said Peter Gig- 
■ noux. Salomon Smith Barney 
' petroleum desk manager. "1 am 
really surprised. The cuts are 
not enough and down we are 
again.” 

On the market. Brent North 
Sea oil for delivery in May fell 
to S 14.40, up slightly from a 
low of $1420 earlier in the day. 
but still well down from Mon- 
day’s close of $ 14.79. 

The Organisation of Petrole- 
um Exporting Countries’ 
(OPECs'j deal, struck early in 
the montins in Vienna, took 
effect Tuesday and is effective 
until the end of the year. 

OPEC is hoping to reverse 
the oversupply that has flooded 
the market and sent prices tum- 
bling. posing a serious threat to 
some of the group’s poorer 
members' economies. 

The deal ratifies pledges 
made by OPEC countries, who 
along with several major non- 
OPEC producers agreed last 
week to cut just over 1 .5 million 
barrels a day from production. 

But the measures is tempo- 
rary and does not change coun- 
tries’ underlying production 
quotas. 

Tony Machacek, analyst at 
Credit Lyonnais Rouse broker- 
age firm, said that despite the 
marathon session in Vienna, 
there was “nothing more com- 
ing oul It is really disappoint- 
ing.” 

“They basically ratified what 

was announced last week and 

] that's obviously not enough,” 

he said. “What was decided in 

Vienna was definitely not 

enough to generate a (price) 

■ ** 

rise. 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style 


f T Amra Forum Hotel. 
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Area: 200 sq.m. 
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Location: Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 
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Fax: 5932605 

Mobile: 075/30007 
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Phone: 5604042 
Smifleh Tel: 622891 
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Deluxe Villas 
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SWEI FIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

T*L 864230 - 865167 
Mobile : 079/37588 



Quality Serviced Suites 

” One &Tvk> Bedrooms * Fuily 
Equipped Kitchenette* * Dally & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.; 5692672 - Fax; 5674551 
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Maradona goal voted best ever 


LONDON (.AFP) — Diego Maradona’s second goal against 
England in the 1 986 World Cup quarter-final — following 
his infamous ‘Hand of God' opener — has been voted the 
greatest goal of all time. 

Footballers past and present selected their three favourite 
goals and the Argentinian’s effort was the runaway winner 
— polling twice as many votes as runner-up. Marco Van 
Basten. 

His strike, for Holland against USSR in the 1988 
European Championships, was voted just ahead of David 
Beckham’s halfway line lob against Wimbledon in the 
1996/7 English season opener. 

A few celebrities disagreed with the selection in the poll 
run by FourFourTwo magazine. 

German World Cup legend Franz Beckenbauer agreed 
that Maradona’s goal was the greatest, although he voted 
for Pele's World Cup final goal against Italy in 1970 as the 
second. 

Former England striker Gary Lineker again selected 
Maradona's as the best, but he felt Paul Gascoigne's strike 


for Spurs in the 1991 FA Cup final was the runner-up. 


The top ten greatest goals of all time: 

1 Diego Maradona. Argentina v England fWbrid Cup 
quarter-final 1986}; 

2 Marco Van Basten, Holland v USSR (European 
Championship Final 1988); 

3 David Beckham, Wimbledon v Manchester United 
(Premiership 1996/7); 

4 Carlos Alberto, Brazil v Italy (World Cup final 1970): 

5 Trevor Sinclair, QPR v Barnsley (FA Cup 4th round 
1996/7); 

6 Roberto Carlos. Brazil v France (Le Toumoi 1997); 

7 Geoff Hurst, Ensfand v West Germany (World Cup 
final 1966); 

8 Pele, Brazil v Italy (World Cup final 1970); 

9 Ronnie Radford. Hereford v Newcastle (FA Cup 3rd 
round 1971/2); 

10 John Barnes. Brazil v England (friendly 1984) 


NBA fines 


■ 

Barkley 


$10,000 for 


criticising 

official 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Charles Barkley, the out- 
spoken Houston Rockets' 
forward, was fined SI 0,000 
by the National Basketball 
Association on Monday for 
calling referee Jack Nies 
“gutless." 

Barkley's stinging com- 
ment came after he was 
ejected from Friday night's 
100-75 loss to the Orlando 
Magic. 

Barkley was thrown out 
for his second technical 
foul with 9:02 remaining 
and the Rockets trailing by 
IS points. He received his 
first technical for protest- 
ing the lack of a call during 
the second quarter. He 
drew his second technical 
after complaining that he 
was held while going for' a 
ipass that tumed'into one' of 
Houston’s 24 turnovers. 

“I’d like to say one thing 
about Jack Nies." said 
Barkley, who was fined and 
suspended for an alterca- 
tion with the official last 
season. "I think he is a gut- 
less official who holds 
grudges. 


Smits ponders role as NBA playoffs near 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
The NBA season is winding 
down, and Rik Smits’ huge 
feet are hurting again. 

Smits, who has battled 
foot problems since his col- 
lege days, missed his first 
game of the season because 
of foot pain Sunday and 
isn’t certain if he’ll be able 
to play Tuesday nigth with 
the Indiana Pacers against 
the Los Angeles Clippers. 

“It’s a lot of different pain. 
1 felt (Sunday) like there 
was a needle stuck in my 
foot, a real sharp pain." 
Smits said Monday, adding 
that sometimes the pain is 
so bad that he can't even 
sleep with a sheet over the 
feet. 

“I have to lie on my side 
and not have anything over 
me. Not a blanket ... not 
even a sheet." he said. 

It was only the second 
game the 2.23-metre center 
has missed all season. The 
previous game was due to 
back spasms, although he’s 
skipped several practices 
because of foot pain. 

Rest is the best cure for 
the pain, but with Indiana 
battling 

for playoff position, this is 
riot the time Smits would 
like to be out. 

Smits had more than foot 
pain to contend with 
Sunday. He had to watch as 
his team set a league record 
for futility. losing 74-55 to 
San Antonio. Since the 
NBA began using the shot 
clock in 1954, no team has 
scored fewer points in a 
game. 

"t was real tough." Smits 


said. "I was in pain behind 
the bench, not only in my 
feet. It’s tough to see your 
team struggling like that." 

Smits was feeling a little 
better Monday, but was 
uncertain if he'd be able to 
play tonight 

The pain “would be multi- 
plied even if I put extra 
pressure on it if I stepped 
on it or landed on it or piv- 
oted." he said. “Now it’s a 
little more of a constant 
ache, not as sharp as it 
was." 

Smits shot by himself 
Monday, but did not prac- 
tice. 

“Overuse, aggravation." 
he said when asked what 
caused the pain. 
“Sometimes they can get 
aggravated and it takes a 
while to settle down. The 
nerve gets flared up. ... I'm 
concerned." 

Coach Larry Bird, no 
stranger to pain from his 13 
years with the Boston 
Celtics, leaves it up to Smits 
to decide if he can practice 
or play. 

“It is completely up to 
him." Bird said. “Hopefully, 
he can rest and get back 
soon. We’ll just have to go 
without him. and have the 
other guvs step up." 

The absence of Smits, the 
team’s second-leading scor- 
er ( 1 7. 1 ) and re bounder 
(7.1) was compounded 
Sunday by leading scorer 
Reggie Miller’s one-game 
suspension for a flagrant 
elbowing foul. 

Miller will be back 
Tuesday night, and a deci- 
sion on Smits may not come 


until just before the opening 
tip. That's when Smits 
made his decision on 
Sunday. 

“If he can’t practice, then 
I understand that." Bird 
said. 

“The decision is up to 
him. When he says he can 
practice or plav, we'll use 
him." 

“A lot of times I could still 
be able to play." said Smits. 
who frequently complained 
of foot pain last season 
when he missed the sea- 
son's first 30 games while 
recovering from sureerv on 
both feet. 

Smits and Miller have 
accounted for about 37 per 
cent of Indiana’s points this 
season. 

The record-setting loss to 
the Spurs came two days 
after 

Indiana scored a season- 
high 133 points against 
Charlotte in which Miller 
and Smits scored 24 points 
each. Against San Antonio. 
Indiana shot 27 percent and 
had nine points in the fourth 
quarter. 

“With Reggie being out, it, 
was bad Liming on. my 
pan." Smits said. 

The Pacers hope to 
regroup Tuedsay night as 

thev start a stretch that has 

■» 

them playing four games in 
six days, including a trip to 
Charlotre. They’ll seek to 
avoid losing two straight for 
the first time since falling at 
Utah and Portland on Dec. 
8 - 10 . 


FIFA 


appeals to 


ticketless 


English 


fans 


to stay 


at home 


ZURICH (AFP) — FIFA, 
international football's 
governing body, has 
appealed to the England 
Football Association to try 
to stop ticketless fans trav- 
elling to France for the 
World Cup finals. 

“IF you don’t have a tick- 
et. don’t go.” FIFA 
spokesman Keith Cooper 
said the day after a man 
was charged with murder- 
ing a Fulham fan at an 
English league match. 

He denied reports FIFA 
was preparing a ban on all 
ticketless fans trying to get 
to France 98. 

“It’s ray personal opinion 
that the concept of stopping 
fans travelling in the first 
place has not really been 
given serious condsidera- 
tion but FIFA is not threat- 
ening a World Cup ban.” he 
said. 

England have been allo- 
cated only 3,000 tickets a 
match for their three first- 
round games and there are 
fears at least 10 times that 
number might go to France 
to try to buy tickets on the 
black market. 

Cooper agreed that 
England had not beaten the 
hooligan problem. 

“I think it’s generally 
acknowledged that the 
problem has been very 
effectively contained but 
not solved," he said. 

“Everybody must remain 
on their guafdl" - ! 1 ’ f ' 

.And there is no doubt last 
weekend’s violence, in 
which a man was killed and 
fans at the English 
Premiership match 

between Barnsley and 
Liverpool repeatedly 
invaded the pitch to try to 
attack the referee, will have 
harmed England’s bid to 
host the 2006 World Cup. 


Real to attack, Dortmund 


aim to defend in UEFA Cup 


MADRID (AFP) — Real Madrid will 
go into Wednesday’s European Cup 
semi-final, first leg match against 
defending champions Borussia 
Dortmund aiming ro attack at every 
opportunity. 

Borussia’s plan is the exact oppo- 
site: to hold firm at the back so that 
the scores remain at least even when 
they get to play at home two weeks 
later. 

Real will be without suspended vet- 
eran defender Fernando Hierro but 
will field a three-pronged attack of 
Predrag Mijatovic. Femado Morientes 
and Raul — backed up by Davor 
Suker off the bench. 

The man charged with stopping the 
expected Real assaults is goalkeeper 
Stefan KIos. who js taking legal 
action he hopes will free him to join 
Glasgow Rangers. 

In Dortmund’s last nine Champions' 
League games away from home. Klos 
has conceded only three goals. 

Manfred Binz has not proven the 
most confident of liberos since mov- 
ing to Dortmund during the season, 
but coach Nevio Scala has little 

choice on Wednesday. 

His preferred sweeper, the Austrian 
Wolfgang Feiersinger, will be absent 
through suspension. 

Dortmund also have eight other 
players carrying a yellow card into the 


match: Stephane Chapuisat, Heiko 
Herrlich, Julio Cesar, Jurgen Kohler. 
Andy Moller, Steffen Freund. Martin 
Kree and Ibrahim Tanko. 

Mathias Sammer remains absent as 
he continues a long and difficult con- 
valescence from a debilitating knee 
injury but Dortmund are almost at full 
strength. 

They pulled off a 3-0 victory over 
MSV Duisburg on Saturday but. like 
so often this season, they lacked 
sparkle and killer instinct a top side 
ought to have. 

Chapuisat played a role in all three 
goals, however, and it is him the 
German side will be looking to on the 
break. 

Real, meanwhile, hope to have 
defender Manuel Sanchis back from 
injury to play at the back alongside 
Fernando Sanz and Brazilian ace 
Roberto Carlos. 


Innovation Kvaemer 


leads in Whitbred 


FORT LAUDERDALE 1 AFP) — With EF Language firmly 
in control of the overall lead. Innovation Kvaemer in fourth 
place led a second wave of finishers across the line in the 
sixth-stage of the Whitbread Round the World Race on 
Monday. 

British entry’ Silk Cut. skippered by Lawrie Smith, won the 
4.750 nautical anile stage from Sao Sebastio, Brazil, on 
Sunday. 

Swedish yacht EF Language, skippered by Paul CayartL 
took second place to increase its overall lead. Swedish Match, 
skippered by Gunnar Krantz. finished two-and-a-half hours 
behind EF Language. 

Innovation Kvaemer finished fourth, crossing the line in the 
midst of a squall. 

It was an appropriate finish as skipper Knut Frostad’s boat 
had battled bad weather for much of the leg. Frostad, who 
earned 77 points for a total of 449, sailed in Third place until 
day 1 3 of the stage. 

Swedish March slipped ahead, and Innovation Kvaemer 
was becalmed, losing a massive 35 nautical miles to Swedish 
Match. Then Frostad was trapped in a squall system before 
the Bahamas that the front three boats largely escaped. 

Merit Cup. skippered by Grant Dalton, finished fifth, three 
and a half hours behind Innovation Kvaemer. 

The disappointing finish, worth 66 points, dropped Merit 
Cup from second to third overall with 477 points. 

“We probably needed to win this leg,” Dalton nriminfd 
“However, we’re philosophical about it. I guess EF Language 
has the whole thing in the bag now-, barring accidents. We are 
now chasing for second and third position overall.” 

U.S. entries Chessie Racing and Toshiba duelled to the fin- 
ish lice. Chessie Racing claming sixth place for the stage just 
minutes in front of Toshiba. 

The ruo remaining yachts in the fleet. Brunei Sunergy and 
EF Education, were expected to arrive on Tuesday. 



Anna Kournikova 


MIAMI ( AFP) — Martina Hingis remained secure in the World No. 1 spot despite?! 
final exit at the Lipton Championships, while Lipton champion Venus Williams br 
the top 10 in the WTA rankings released Monday. t - 

Anna Kournikova. who lost to Williams in the final at Key Biscayne, Florida, 
from 25th in the world to 1 6th after reaching her first WTA Tour final. 

1. Martina Hingis (Swi) 5875 pts 

2. Lindsay Davenport (USA) 414$ 


3810 

2862 

2731 

2718 

2690 

2563 

2514 


3. Jana Novotna (Cze) 

4. Amanda Coetzer (Rsa) 

5. Arantxa Sanchez (Spa) 

6. Monica Seles (USA) 

7. Mary Pierce (Fra) 

8. Iva Majoli (Cro) 

9. Conchita Martinez (Spa) 

10. - Venus- Williams -HJSAF^- - -2360 

1 II Nathalie Tauziat (Fra) ~ ‘ T97l 

1 2. Irina Spirlea (Rom ) 1 929 

13. Anke Huber (Ger) 187S 

14. Sandrine Testud (Fra) 1767 

15. Dominique Van Roost (Bel) 1766 

16. Anna Kournikova (Rus) 

17. Ai Sugiyama (Jpn) 

18. Patty Schnyder (Swi) 

19. Lisa Raymond (USA) 

20. Sabine Appelmans (Bel) 
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World No. 1 Martina Hingis poses for photographers with a bottle of ClairolDaily 
Defense shampoo in New York. Hingis signed a deal with Clairol to act as 3 
spokesperson for the product line (Reuters photo) 
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The biggest cinema producricn 


ROMEO & JULIET ij SALT ON OUR SKIN 


TITANIC 


) 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Kim Basinger. in 

LA CONFIDEN- 
TIAL 

Shews: 12:30. ?:30. 6:00. 8:15. I0:J5 
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CINEMA 


TEL 5954793 
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Shows; 12:00. 3:00, 7:00, 
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Adel Imam &Yusra ... in 
RISALA ILA AL WALI 
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The film is also on at 12:00 an on 
Wednesdays. Thursdays and Fridays 










- - 






STARTNG APRIL 6tH 

Don’t Laugh P(< 
We’re Jordan!# 

Starring Hiskam YanesJ. 

D abbas. Rania Kurdi and. 


ai 830 pin. 






^ For teervniions call: 464015V 





V h 






..ri- 




i k - 


i » - 


i 1 


ro - 






ttW' . . 




pjrk ’ 




> .*• 


£ -i if-' 1 - 

>6 Mi 

. ihJ 


4 Y 










K j tk* 1 ■’ ■ • 
$***?": 


. 





sP* . 

; ifcrr*.! 

■H fil (|;l 


rv. 




„ f ■ 


[[(• n‘ 'R 


4*' , 

h-k 



r .■aw C-ft. r 


I « . -nf < 


7” Jr 







■ X, 










& April 



Jordan Times, Wednesday, April 1, 1998 


11 


Hammers down Leeds 3-0 
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LONDON (AFP) — Welsh 
international John Hanson 
and his French strike part- 
ner Samassi Abou capi- 
talised on two early defen- 
sive mix-ups to help West 
Ham -to • a 3-0 English 
Premiership win over Leeds 
at Upton Park on Monday 
night. 

Ian Pearce scored the the 
third goal midway through 
the second half of a one- 
sided contest. The victory 

gave the Hammers three 
crucial points in their battle 
for a UEFA Cup spot and 
came as a blow to Leeds’ 
similar ambitions. Hartson 
struck West Ham’s opener 
as early as the eighth minute 
when the Leeds defence 
uncharacteristically failed 
to cope with an inswinging 
comer by Eyal Berkovic. 

The comer was beaded on 
at the near post by Martin 
Hiden and goalkeeper 
Nigel Marryn was com- 
pletely wrong-footed as the 
ball foil to the inco min g 
Hanson to score from short- 
range. West Ham’s second 


goal was almost comical. 
Defender David Unswortb 
played a long ball out of 
defence which Hartson 
headed on — but it still 
looked easy for Leeds to 
clear. 

But Austrian international 
Hiden, a recent sig ning 
from Rapid Vienna, collided 
with ‘keeper Martyn on the 
edge of the penalty area 
and Abou, who had run for- 
ward more in hope than 
expectation, was as sur- 
prised as anyone to find the 
ball at his feet and he mere- 
ly ran it into the net 

Leeds, who had won then- 
last two games 4-0 against 
Blackburn and 5-0 against 
Derby, were without injured 
centre-back Lucas Radebe, 
while Harry KeweU was 
forced to sit the game out as 
he had reported unfit for 
international duty with 
Australia. 

But that could not excuse 
their defensive frailties and 
only a goalline clearance 
from lan Harte when Pearce 
looked odds -on to score 


kept the margin down 
before halftime. Martyn 
also redeemed himself with 
a fine reaction save from 
Berkovic after he had ini- 
tially only parried an 
U ns worth free-kick. West 
Ham started the second half 
where they had left off, with 
Abou going past two Leeds 
defenders before laying the 
ball off to Hartson, who 
fired a shot just over the bar. 

The Hammers also had a 
penalty appeal for hand ball 
against Hiden rumed down, 
but they were in danger of 
sitting back on their lead. 
Pearce, playing out of posi- 
tion at right wing back, put 
the game out of Leeds* 
reach on 67 minutes when 
he cut inside from a 
Berkovic through ball, and 
fired the ball confidently 
home after Harte failed to 
clear. 

It could have been 4-0 but 
Hartson saw his shot 
bounce off a post in the 
final minute. 
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New World No. 1 Marceio Rios 


ATP RANKINGS 
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PARIS (AFP) — Leading ATP rankings dssued Monday: 

i/MiScelo Rios (Chi) " 

r ' 'Sampras, (USA)’ *^- ; /r - 



6. Yevgeny Kafelnikov (Rus_) ^ 

7: Alex. Corretja<Spa) ' 27G3V- -Vr- ■ 
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Petr Korda 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Monaco surprised at Hoddle offer 

MONACO (AFP) — French champions Monaco were 
surprised to leant on Tuesday thay had reportedly offered 
England coach Glenn Hoddle a job for next season. 
“That’s new to us. We have only just agreed to extend 
Jean Tigana’s contract,** said Monaco sports director 
Henri Biancheri. Reports had suggested Tuesday morning 
that the England coach had been offered 3 million pounds 
tax free to take over at Monaco, where he spent three sea- 
sons as a player in the late 1980s. Hoddle is under con- 
tract with the Football Association until the European 
Championships in 2000. Two weeks ago Tigana. at 
Monaco since 1995 after two years in his first coaching 
job at Lyon, prolonged his contract until 2002. 


Atledco 


id president banned 


MADRID (AFP) — Controversial Atletico Madrid chair- 
man Jesus Gil y Gil was Monday banned from taking any 
role with the club for two years by the Spanish Football 
Association (RFEF). The ban followed comments made 
by Gil before a match against arch-rivals Real Madrid on 
January 1 1 that the RFEF said were likely to incite vio- 
lence by fans. The FEF said it regarded Gil’s outburst as 
very serious”. The ban came less than a week after Gil 
was fined nearly $15,000 by UEFA, European football's 
ruling body, for ignoring a ban on attending matches 
imposed by the RFEF. Gil, barred from attending match- 
es for five months after abusing a referee following a 
Spanish league match, went to his club’s last three UEFA 
Cup matches. 

Le Roy named Cameroon coach 

PARIS (AFP) — Cameroon have appointed Claude Le 
Roy, sports director at Paris St Germain, their World Cup 
coach, the French club said Tuesday. Paris president 
Michel Denisot said Cameroon sports minister Joseph 
Owana had approached the club to secure his temporary 
release. Le Roy had a long career coaching in Africa, 
notably guiding Cameroon to the African Nations Cup in 
1988. Le Roy will very probably work in tandem with 
Cameroon's current coach Manga Ooguene. who took 
over from Belgian-born Henri Depireux last July. 
Ooguene had been number two since 1989. 

Cruyff begins latest comeback 

MANCHESTER (AFP) — Manchester United winger 
Jordi Cruyff began his latest comeback from injury when 
he played in a reserve match at Preston on Monday night. 
Cruyff, who has been out since he suffered a hairline frac- 
ture of his right ankle on February 21, scored in the 6-1 
victoiy. The Dutch international has been dogged by 
injury all season and he has made just seven appearances. 
In August he suffered ankle ligament damage and, after 
two games back, he needed surgery on the injury in 
November. A thigh injury thwarted bis return at Christmas 
before he finally, foug^tfris way back to full fitness only 
^ ankle against Derby in February. " 

World Cup warning for Romario 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) — Brazil coach Mario Zagallo 
has rold Romario to get into shape if he warns to play in 
the World Cup. “He knows he’s off-form and must work 
hard to make the World Cup,” Zagallo said of the 
Flamengo striker who has been disappointing and goal- 
less in Brazil’s last five international friendlies. However, 
Zagallo has extended the get-fit warning to all his squad. 
“They all know there can be no letting up,” he added. 




Pat Rafter 


Philippoussis, Rafter 
uncertain for Davis Cup 


Iranian wrestlers head 
for U.S. competition 


TEHRAN (AP) — In anoth- 
er sign of thawing relations. 
Iran’s wrestling team left 
Tehran Tuesday for the 
United States, where it will 
compete in an international 
competition, a sports offi- 
cial said. 

The 1 8-member delega- 
tion, including 12 wrestlers, 
will stop in Frankfurt, 
Germany for a day to get 
their U.S. visas, said Aref 
Rabti, an official of the 
Iranian Wrestling 

Federation. 

The United States has not 
maintained an embassy in 
Tehran since the 1979 
Islamic Revolution, when 
Isl amis ts stormed the 
embassy and held 52 
Americans hostage for 444 
days. 

The Iranian delegation 
will later head for 
Stillwater, Oklahoma to 
attend the two-day World 
Freestyle Wrestling 

Championship, which 
begins Apr. 4. 

The Iranian team includes 
Olympic silver medalist 
Abbas Jadidi. 

Iran will face the LTnited 
States. Japan, and Germany 
on the first day of the com- 
petition before going on 
against Russia and Cuba the 
next day, Mr. Rabti said. 

Iranian sports teams have 
visited the United States 
before, but such exchanges 
have been boosted by the 
success of the visit by U.S. 
wrestlers to Iran last month. 

The wrestlers, who partic- 
ipated in an international 
tournament in Tehran, were 
the first American sports- 
men to visit Iran since 1979. 

The wrestlers were warm- 
ly welcomed in Tehran and 
plan to return in September 


for the world championship. 

Iranian- U.S. relations 
have been hostile since the 
1979 overthrow of the U.S.- 
backed shah. 

Iranian President 

Mohammad Khatami, who 
took office in August, has 
been trying to improve rela- 
tions and has called for 
greater cultural exchanges 
between the two countries. 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Australia’s Davis Cup 
hopes were in turmoil 
Tuesday with Pat Rafter 
doubtful through illness and 
Marie Philippoussis boy- 
cotting the team until cap- 
tain John Newcombe publT 
cally apologises to him. 

Rafter, U.S. Open cham- 
pion and world number 
four, has a virus and has had 
virtually no practice this 
week for the world group tie 
start Friday against 
Zimbabwe. 

“He picked up a bad virus 
in Europe five weeks ago 
and it's flared up again and 
gone into his muscles,” 
Newcombe said. 

“lt*s a race against time at 
the moment — I’d say he 
was only a 50-50 chance to 
play. He was terrible on 
Saturday and only a little 
better today.” 

Reports said an irate 
Philippoussis would not 
play Davis Cup again until 
Newcombe admits he and 
coach Tony Roche refused 
his pleas for help when he 
was struggling for form 
when his father had cancer 
late last year. 

The *Scud’ said he felt bit- 
terly let down and almost 
quit the game. 

“Why can’t he 

("Newcombe) say that’s 

what we did to Mark and we 


understand his frustration,” 
he said. 

“He should go out there 
and say it. Why not? What 
has he got to hide, because 
he knows he’s wrong. It’s as 
simple as thaL” 

■ jJJif - 

Phfljppoussis, who has won 
mqre singles titles than aiiy 
current Australian player, is 
upset that a request to work 
on a regular basis with 
Roche was denied. 

“I still want to play Davis 
Cup tennis,” he said. 
would be in Mildura if I did- 
n’t feel so let down. It’s just 
that I have so much frustra- 
tion and disappointment 
inside of me.” 

The rift has already seen 
him lose doubles partner 
Rafter, who split this year to 
play with Jonas Bjorkman. 

‘That pretty much topped 
it," Philippoussis said. “The 
guy I thought was my clos- 
est mate on tour. The thing 
that killed me was that he 
didn't have the face to ring 
and tell me. He just left a 
message." 

Rafter has been having 
penicillin' injections for his 
vims but Newcombe has 
now called on a homeopath- 


ic doctor to have extra med- 
icine flown to Mildura, in 
Victoria state, where the tie 
will be played. Todd 
Woodbridge is also trying to 
shake off a virus, winch 
caused him to withdraw 
from the recent Lipton 
Championships' in Florida. 

Newcombe. . r, said 
Woodbridge would not be 
fit to play singles and dou- 
bles, putting the singles bur- 
den on doubles partner 
Mark Woodforde, and Jason 
Stoltenberg. 

But Newcombe remained 
confident about the tie, to be 
played on grass courts. 

“The grass courts here are 
exactly the same as those at 
White City in Sydney and 
they are suited to his game." 

The Zimbabwe team, 
headed by the brothers, 
Byron and Wayne Black, 
arrived in Mildura on 
Monday. 

Newcombe said he was 
unconcerned about their 
familiarity with the courts. 

“I’d say that grass was not 
their preferred surface 
although they are not 
uncomfortable on it,” he 
said. 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, dining 
room, salon and sitting room, office, kitchen, 
storage area and a nice garden. 

Location: Paradise city. 

Please call Tel.: 5412673 

or E-mail: jyhm@nets.com.jo 


A Leading Travel Agency is seeking a highly qualified, 
self motivated Marketing personnel with the 
following experience and qualifications : 

1. Holding a degree in Marketing. 

2. Having experience in travel related industry 
( primarily in Airlines or Hotels ) 

is considered an asset 

3. Good command of English and Arabic . 

4. Good Computer Skills is a must . 

5. To have own car and a valid driving 
license. 

If you feel you are this person and ready to 
take the responsibility of a new 
challenging career, kindly send your C.V. 

& photo addressed to the General Manager 
at the following: P-O. Box 941132 f 
Amman 11194 - Jordan . 


Bring this coupon 
and get 1 0% Discount 

for facials and permanent makeup, for the 

month of April. 

For more information please calf: 5620331 




New 1998 BMW for Sale 
Duty Unpaid 




528iA, in Kashmir Bteige with Nappa 
Leather Interior, almost zero mileage, 
full accessories and options. Serious 
Inquiries Only Please. 




Telephone 079/76063 


-J 


UNITED NATIONS WOMEN* GUILD 
OF JORDAN 

/ i 7\ 


Under the patronage of Her Royal Highness 

Princess Sarvath A1 Hass an 

the United Nations Women's Guild, 
in cooperation with the Orthodox Club, 
invites you to the 

SPRING BAZAAR 

at the Orthodox Club, Friday, April 3, 1998, from 
10 ajn.-7 p.m. Proceeds of the bazaar will benefit 
needy children and women in Jordan 
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Iraqi presidential site visits to be 


completed in 2 days 


Dhanapala 


BAGHDAD (^AFP) — Initial 
U.N. inspections of eight pres- 
idential sites in Iraq for banned 
weaponry are expected to be 
completed in the next two 
days, the head of the U.N. 
Special Group charged with 
the searches said here Tuesday. 

Sri Lankan Jayantha 
Dhanapala told reporters that 
six presidential sites have been 
visited by U.N. weapons 
experts accompanied by diplo- 
mats since the inspections 
began on Thursday. 

“We have now therefore got 
only two more sites to visit and 
we expect to finish that in the 
next couple of days," he said. 

The two remaining sites ore a 
presidential complex at Sojud, 
in the suburbs of Baghdad, and 
the Kerrada presidential palace 
in the capital the official resi- 
dence of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 

Mr. Dhanapala declined to 
reveal which site diplomatic 
observers and members of the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) on disarmament 
and the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) would 
visit on Tuesday. 

He said the inspections were 
going according to schedule 
and there have been no major 
problems. 

“Senior Iraqi officials are 
always present,” the Sri 
Lankan arms expert said, 
adding that “their presence is 
an indication of the full coop- 
eration we received from the 
government of Iraq. 

“From time to time there are 
questions asked, clarifications 
requested and these are given 
and that is all settled.” Mr. 
Dhanapala said. 

He noted that under the 
memorandum of understand- 
ing (MOU) signed here on 
Feb. 23 by U.N. chief Kofi 
Annan opening up the palaces 
for U.N. -mandated inspections 


the Special Group could return 
to the sites for further visits. 

The accord signed by Mr. 
Annan and Iraq's Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
defused a crisis in which the 
United States and Britain 

threatened to use military force 
agains t Iraq. 

‘The MOU talks about ini- 
tial visits and subsequent vis- 
its... so the possibility of subse- 
quent visits is always there.” 
Mr. Dhanapala said. 

He also said the diplomats 
who are accompanying the 
UJ*J. inspectors on the visits to 
address Iraqi concerns over 
sovereignty were working 
welL 

“The morale of the diplo- 
mats is very high and they are 
working hard. In spile of late 
hours they have responded 
splendidly.'' he said. 

The Special Group spent two 
days last week visiting 
Baghdad's sprawling 

Radwaniya complex. 

They visited three presiden- 
tial sites in northern Iraq over 
the weekend — palaces in 
TakriL Mosul and Jabal 
Makhul — and have also 
searched a palace in the south- 
ern city of Basra and another in 
A1 Tharthar, west of the capi- 
tal. U.N. economic sanctions, 
in force since Iraq’s 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait, cannot be lift- 
ed until U.N. inspectors have 
certified the dismantling of 
Baghdad's chemical and germ 
warfare programmes as well as 
long-range missiles. 

Iraq said Monday that the 
searches had proved it has no 
more banned weapons to hide 
and that economic sanctions 
should be lifted. 

The ruling Baath Party’s 
newspaper said the inspectors 
have “found no trace of pro- 
scribed arms and will not find 
anything in the days to come, 
at the sites or anywhere else.” 


Butler: Iraq failed to convince 
U.N. on VX research, weapons 


UNITED NATIONS CAP) — Iraq has foiled to convince U.N. 
amw experts dial h never built weapons containing deadly VX 
chemical agents or that it was trying to extend the range of mis- 
siles to reach targets beyond its borders, the chief U.N. inspector 
reported on Monday. 

In a report to the Security Council Richard Butler said be raised 
these issues with Iraqi officials during talks last month in 
Baghdad. Ml Butler said he told the Iraqis that his inspectors 
believed Iraq “had the capability to produce and weaponise large 

quantities of VX." 

Mr. Butler, chairman of the U.N. Special Commission, said 
Iraq's deputy prime minister, Tareq Aziz, “challenged the 
methodology used... to reach that assessment" 

“Iraq was a developing country, achieving success in some 
areas and not in others.” Mr. Buder quoted Mr. Aziz as saying. 
“He reiterated that Iraq had failed to produce VX on an industri- 
al scale and had not weapooised it.” The two sides agreed that 
UJ9. and Iraqi experts would meet again in May to discuss the 
situation. VX is a colourless, odourless nerve agent which can kill 
in three to 10 minutes when exposed to the skin. 

Last month, an international beam of experts reported that Iraq 
had the technology and equipment to manufacture as much as 
200 tonnes of VX. Mr. Butler quoted Mr. Aziz as saying Iraq had 
procured “important quantities” of VX ingredients but had not 
produced them on a large scale. 

In the report, Mr. Buder also said be discussed the U.N. finding 
that Iraq may have been using components of missiles purchased 
from the Soviet Union to extend the range of its missiles. 

Iraq is permitted to manufacture missiles with ranges less than 
150 km. But U.N. inspectors suspect Iraq may have modified its 
missiles to reach targets beyond the 150-km limit 

'The Iraqi side did not accept the commission's contention.” 
Mr. Butler said. “Further consideration of these matters mil take 
place.” Nevertheless, Ml Butler said he detected a new “spirit of 
cooperation” from the Iraqis since they agreed Feb. 23 Airing a 
visit by U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan to open all sites, 
including presidential palaces, to UN. inspectors. 

The inspectors must certify that Iraq is free of proscribed 
weapons before the Security Council will lift crippling economic 
sanctions imposed in 3 990 after Iraq invaded Kuwait. 

U.N. officials said teams have inspected six of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein’s eight presidential compounds and should fin- 
ish their work by the end of die week. 


‘The facts prove that what 
Iraq says is credible while U.S. 
and British statements on the 
presidential sites are mere 
lies,” said Ath-Thawra, refer- 
ring to charges they were being 
used for chemical and biologi- 
cal arms programmes. 


“Iraq is fully committed to 
respecting its accord with tbe 
United Nations on inspections 
and expects the [UN.] 
Security Council to also 
respect its commitments and 
lift the international embargo,” 
it said. 


Trade minister: Iraq to award 


contracts to friendly countries 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq 
will stick to its policy of 
buying food and other 
goods from countries that 
support lifting or easing 
U.N. trade sanctions, the 
Iraqi trade minister said 
Tuesday. 

The minister, Mehdi 
Saleh, told reporters he 
expects Iraq to have access 
to more than S3 billion for 
importing food, medicines 
and other humanitarian 
goods in the fourth seg- 
ment of the U.N. oil-for- 
food deal. 

The oil-for-food pro- 
gramme began in 
December 1996. and the 
current third phase ends 
June 3. 

It grants Iraq an exemp- 
tion from the U.N. sanc- 
tions allowing it to export 
oil worth 52 billion every 
six months. The value was 
raised to S5.2 billion for the 
next segment that should 
begin in June. Pan of the 
money goes toward U.N. 
expenses and war repara- 
tions. 

Asked whether Iraq will 
adhere to its old policy of 
preferring friendly coun- 
tries in awarding future 
contracts. Mr. Saleh said; 
“Yes. Indeed.” He was 
speaking after inaugurating 
an Italian trade fair. 

According to data com- 
piled by the United Nations 
and released earlier this 
month. U.S. exports to Iraq 


dropped to $40 million 
under the present third 
phase from Si 17.6 million 


in the second leg. 


Mr. Soieh blamed the 
drop on the U.S. adminis- 
tration's tough stand 

toward Iraq. He said 
Baghdad has nothing 

against American compa- 
nies but the U.S. govern- 
ment's policy “has made 
them less effective” than 
others. 

Trade with Britain, anoth- 


‘Baghdad has 
nothing against 
American 
companies but 
the U.S. 
government’s 

policy has made 
them less effec- 
tive than others’ 


sanctions eased, emerged 
as Iraq's main trade partner 
in the third phase, winning 
contracts worth $257.2 mil- 
lion. France, another sym- 
pathetic country, is second 
with contracts worth 
$110.71 million. 

In an interview with the 
Australian Broadcasting 
Corp. on Monday. Mr. 
Saleh warned that Iraq will 
reduce dafry and wheat 
imports from Australia if it 
did not withdraw its troops 
from the Gulf. 

Iraq imported S134.S mil- 
lion worth of food from 
Australia under the first 
phase and SI 52 million 
worth in the second. 

In the current third phase. 
Iraq intends to spend SI27 
million to buy Australian 
wheat. 

Australia has about 200 
troops in the Gulf as part of 
a U.S. -led build-up. 

The United States main- 
tains a large military pres- 
ence in the region to ensure 
that Iraq complies with the 
Feb. 23 U.N.-Iraq accord 
that ended a standoff with 


Peace Now 


to monitor 

» - - i - i - 

settlement 


expansion 
from the air 


er strident critic of Iraq, is 
now zero compared to 
about S40 million under the 
first and second stages of 
the oil-for-food pro- 
gramme. 

Russia, which is leading 
world efforts to have the 


weapons inspectors. 

Economic sanctions, 
imposed in 1990 after 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, 
can only be lifted when 
U.N. weapons inspectors 
certify that Baghdad no 
longer has weapons of 
mass destruction or the 
means to produce such 
arms. 


TEL AVTV(AP) — An Israeli 
group opposed to the expan- 
sion of Jewish settlements in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
said Tuesday it will begin fly- 
ing over the disputed territory 
to monitor Israeli construc- 
tion. 

The Peace Now group, 
which advocates the estab- 
lishment of a Palestinian state 
alongside Israel said that 
starting next week, it would 
rent a two-seater plane for 
monthly overflights. 

Peace Now said in a state- 
ment it decided to monitor 
from the air because of the 
“unrestrained rale of illegal 
construction in the settle- 
mens as they attempt to put 
facts on the ground." In recent 
years. Peace Now has been 
monitoring construction by 
driving from settlement to 
settlement and counting new 
houses. 

The United States, which 
has asked Israel to freeze con- 
struction. watches building 
activity through satellite pic- 
tures. 

Israel has said it would not 
halt construction, saying it 
needs to accommodate natur- 
al growth in the 144.000 West 
Bank settlements that are 
home to more than 150.000 
people. 



BACK HOME: Two storks play in their nest near the Bulgarian town of Novi Iskai; 
some 40km north of Sofia on Tuesday. The storks are the first migratory birds which 
return back home to Bulgaria from wintering in Africa in early spring as the weath- 
er warms up (Reuters photo) 


Netanyahu aides take lie detector 


tests over press leaks on Mossad 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Top aides 
to Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu have 
taken lie detector tests as port of 
an investigation into the source 
of a series of press leaks. Israel 
Radio reported Tuesday. 

Those questioned by agents 
of the Shin Bet secret service 
included Ml Netanyahu's 
media advisor David Bar- 01 un- 
diplomatic advisor Uzi Arad 
and Cabinet Secretary Danny 
Naveh. the radio said. 

Mr. Arad confirmed in a 
radio interview that he had 
undergone a lie detector test as 
pan of tbe probe. 

"The test went well because l 
had nothing to hide.” Mr. Arad 
said 

Atiomey General Eliyakim 
Rubinstein ordered the investi- 
gation on March 3 after the 
Israeli media published reports 


of a botched spying operation 
in Switzerland by the Israeli 
foreign intelligence agency 
Mossad 

The investigators are also 
looking into leaks to die press 
about a secret visit to Paris in 
early March by Mr. Arad and 
Mr. Naveh, reportedly concern- 
ing contacts with Lebanon. 

One Mossad agent was 
arrested and several others nar- 
rowly avoided capture last 
month when they were caught 
by Swiss police reportedly try- 
ing to bug the telephone of a 
Lebanese national linked to tie 
guerrilla group Hizbollah. 

The Swiss government kept 
the affair secret and was quietly 
negotiating the release of the 
arrested Mossad agent 

But the incident was leaked 
to the Israeli press and sparked 
the resignation of Mossad chief 


Danny Yatom, already under 
fire for a foiled Israeli attempt 
to assassinate a Palestinian 
Islamist in Jordan in 
September. .. 

Israeli press reports suggest- 
ed the Swiss fiasco was leaked 
by Yatom rivals within the 
Mossad or by members of Ml 
N etanyahu's staff who wanted 
to force Ml Yatom’s resigna- 
tion. 

Shin Bet agents also ques- 
tioned officials in the foreign 
ministry this month about tbe 
leak to tbe press of a letter sent 
by Mr. Netanyahu to King 
Hussein. 

In the letter Ml Netanyahu 
hinted that he might accept the 
creation of a Palestinian am re 
with limited sovereignty, some- 
thing which contradicts his 
public statements. 


Turkey, Turkish- Cypriots launch 


partial integration discussions 


.ANKARA (.AFP i — Turkey 
and ihc breakaway Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus 
<TRNC) opened talks here 
Tuesday on partial integration, in 
retaliation for the sian of EU- 
accession negotiations with 
Cyprus (see story on pagel ). 

Turkish sources said the first 
meeting between Turkish and 
Turkish-Cypriot delegations 
would lay the groundwork for 
the “special political relations " 
to he forged between Turkev and 
the TRNC. which is recognised 
only by Ankara. 

Turkey has threatened to effec- 
tively annex the TRNC in 
response to the decision by the 
European Union (EUi to open 


membership talks with the 
Greek-Cyprioi dominated gov- 
ernment of the internationally 
recognised Republic of Cyprus. 

The EU began negotiations in 
Brussels on Tuesday with 
Cyprus and five eastern 
European states aimed at bring- 
ing them into the bloc by 2003. 

Opening the talks in Brussels, 
British Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook expressed regret that 
Turkish-Cypriot leaders had 
rejected the Cypriot govern- 
ment’s offer of a place m the 
island’s negotiating team. 

Turkish-Cypriot leaders have 
rejected an offer to appoint offi- 
cials to the Cypriot delegation 
that will negotiate with the EU, 


arguing that their republic must 
first be granted international 
recognition. 

Mr. Cook said the EU would 
continue contacts aimed at 
bringing representatives of 
northern Cyprus into the talks 
and reiterated EU backing for a 
UN. peace plan for the island 
based on the creation of a bi- 
comm until bi-zonal federation. 

Without progress towards a 
political settlement. EU diplo- 
mats believe that it is only a mat- 
ter ot tune before the negotia- 
tions started with the Cypriot 
government on Tuesday are sus- 
pended. 


Divided Cyprus looks for EU membership, political settlement 


By Jeffrey Ubricfa 

Associated Press 


BRUSSELS — Cyprus, a 
Mediterranean island riven by 
ethnic division, opened its bid 
ro join the European Union 
Tuesday, reminding EU foreign 
ministers Europe, too. over- 
came conflict to achieve peace 
and prosperity. 

“The EU accession process 
will undoubtedly change the 
context of the Cyprus problem 
and act as a catalyst for the 
reunification of our country,” 
Cyprus Foreign Minister 
frmnnk Kasoulides said at the 
opening of talks. Some doubt 

that 

Cyprus has been divided 
since 1 Q 74 when Turkish troops 


invaded the north following an 
abortive coup by elements 
favouring union with Greece. 
Turkish Cypriots have declared 
their own Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus, labelled ille- 
gal by the United Nations and 
recognised only by Turkey. 

The EU decided in 1995 to 
proceed with membership 
negotiations, even if that means 
talking only with Greek 
Cypriots. The EU's view is that 
it is obliged to deal with the 
only internationally recognised 
government on Cyprus. 

Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash has rejected all offers 
to join the negotiating team. He 
would only do so if his Ankara- 
backed government is recog- 
nised as an equal, threatening 


otherwise to draw closer to 
Turkey. 

Turkey, whose own effort to 
join in membership negotia- 
tions was rejected, main tains 
30.000 troops on Cyprus. 
Ankara has been making 
increasingly hostile statements 
and Foreign Minister Ismail 
Cem reminded Turkish Cypri- 
ots Monday that “the decision 
to integrate with Turkey is 
always yours.” 

Officially, Mr. Kasoulides 
remains optimistic. “We are 
confident our application will 
be judged on its own merits,” be 
said, adding that his govern- 
ment would do “everything in 
our power to solve the Cyprus 
problem well in advance of the 
next enforcement." 


"Accession to the El? is not a 
substirats for the solution of the 
problem of the division of 
Cyprus.” he said. 

Membership talks are expect- 
ed to take at least four or five 
years. “It is our wish dial our 
Turkish Cypriot compatriots 
work with us and short with us 
the task of preparing Cyprus for 
accession and enjoy with us the 
benefits.” the foreign minister 
said. “1 take this opportunity to 
repeat and renew the invitation 
to them” 

While the EU has decided to 
start negotiations with the 
Greek Cypriot side, it is less 
clear it wiC be willing actually 
to let it in until the re unifi cation 
issue is settled. 

Both the EU and the Greek 


Cypriot government prefer not 
to answer the question now. 
feeling if the Turitish Cyprkns 
know the Greek .side can't get 
in without them, they will have 
little incentive to compromise. 
“Let’s leave the constructive 
ambiguity to work to solve the 
Cyprus question,” said Mr. 
Kasoulides. 

France proposed to postpone 
talks with Cyprus until 
political issue is solved 
suggestion that angered 
only the Cypriot government 
but also Greece, which threat- 
ened to torpedo the entire EU 
enlargement if Cyprus was left 
out. There are elements in 
Turkey' and northern Cyprus 
who dearly don't want reunifi- 
cation. Twenty years of U.N. 


the 
— a 
not 


efforts have foiled on that score. 

Ask Mr. Kasoulides about the 
U.N. envoy Diego Condovez's 
chances of success, and he only 
shakes Jus head. For the 
moment Cyprus is putting its 
eggs in the Richard Holbrooke 
basket. 

Mr. Holbrooke, the American 
diplomatic troubleshooter, is 
expected in Cyprus sometime 
in April. Many hope; perhaps 
unreasonably, that he will be 
able to perform the same sort of 
head- knocking magic that led 
to the 1995 Dayton peace 
agreement on Bosnia. 

”[ believe that a combination 
of action between the United 
State* and the European Union 
will be very effective in this sit- 
uation.” Mr. Kasoulidec said 


over a steak-and-potato dinner. 

“A combination of forces 
could offer the European Union 
the first opportunity to solve a 
European problem.” 

The Americans, seen as more 
pro-Turkey than Europe, may 
be the necessary ingredient 
needed in the mix. “The 
Americans, allies of Turkey, are 
not necessarily the enemies of 
Cyprus.” the foreign minister 
said. "The Americans under- 
stand very well if they want sta- 
bility in the eastern 
Mediterranean... they have to 
act in an effective, bilateral way 
between Turkey and Cyprus.” 
Once the Cyprus political prob- 
lem is resolved, he says, “we 


could seriously envisage join 
ing NATO.” 
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fi nikin announces 
engagement 
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LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
“Home Alone” star 
Macaulay CtiUdn and 
actress Rachel Miner, both 
17, have announced their 
engagement. Both young- 
sters said in a joint state- 
ment that they were 
“thrilled to have found. each 
other as soulmates at such a 
tender age.” The relation 
ship went public iu early 
December when Culfcijt'- 
attended the . BroadvSg^ 
opening of “The Diary.-^ 
Anne Frank” in which she£& 
appearing. Miner, who was 
a child star in the _earfy r 
1990s on televisfonV 
“Shining Time Station,”- 
reportedly has had a therat - 
peutic effect on CuDcm, 
who in her company has 
toned down his rowdiness 
and feels less concerned 
over his fading career. Bur 
there's no talk of a wedding 
date so for. 


Almodovar’s simple: 1 ; 
key to success .-ir 

PARIS (AFP) — There Vj? 
simple key to success in' 
cinema, says Spanish disek^ 
tor Pedro Almodovar 
nice, stay optimistic^. aw 
try to be sexy. “You havePtfr 
be nice... because you have 
to ask for favours to ensure 
20 people agree to work for 
nothing on your first short 
film,” he told aspiring 
movie industry figures at 
the Paris film festival. 
“Then you have to convince 
those who are going to foot 
the bill. Be nice, optimistic, 
and if you can be sexy, even 
better,” he added. He also 
said you needed “tenacity, 
cynicism and guts'* to make 
a second short. A bit of 
scheming is bandy too 
“because you have to 
deceive the person you 
seduced tbe first time 
round.' 
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Costner out of luck 
on movie location 




WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Kevin Costner is out of luck 
dying to find a suitable 
location for some scenes of 
bis new movie, “Message 
In A Bottle.” First, his 
request was turned down by 
Tangier Island, in Virginia 
state — the local council 
said some scenes were too 
steamy for their liking, plus 
the film also contained 
swearing. Now it’s the turn 
of Chi! mark, on Martha's 
Vineyard off Massa- 
chusetts, to snub the 
amor/director, cl aiming tbe 
resort's sand dunes are too 
important a barrier against 
storms to have their fragile 
grass trampled by film 
crews. The film also stars 
Paul Newman and Robin 
Wright Penn. 
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Carrey beats 
Cage & Co. to the role 


k'W'm hjj 

Xf'k' 11 -• 

he 'a „ ...; 

v;;- 



reas 


If 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
In yet another flashback to 
the era of 1980s comedians, 
Jim Carrey of “Liar, Liar" 
is taking the role of Andy 
Kaufman. Kaufman was 
the wild-haired actor who 
played Latka in the popular 
sitcom “Taxi" which made 
Tony Danza and Danny 
DeVito into household 
names. His character is also 
the model for man y come- 
dians today, such as 
Michael Richards on 
“Seinfeld.” The role of 
Kaufman was fought over 
by Academy Award win- 
ners Nicolas Cage and 
Kevin Spacey, as well as 

Edward Norton and John 
Cusack. But while Cage 
reportedly refused to send 
an audition tape. Carrey 
supposedly recreated 
Kaufman’s bongo routine 
on his audition tape. 
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Kinnear is getting 
married 


LONDON (AFP) — Greg 
Kinnear, who was nominat- 
ed for an Oscar for his p#' 
trayal of Jack Nicholson^ 
gay neighbour is “As Good 
As It Gets " is getting 
tied. The Sun daily said 
U.S. actor Kinnear, 34- 
plans to wed a British f<£' 
trier glamour model calfcd 
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